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ABOUT THE BOOK 

José Rizal, the Philippine national hero, is often reduced to a 

mere historical figure in textbooks. However, a deeper exploration of 

his life and works reveals a complex and multifaceted individual 

whose ideas continue to resonate in the 21st century. 

Rizal's novels, Noli Me Tángere and El Filibusterismo, were not 

merely works of fiction but powerful tools for social critique. Through 

his characters and narratives, Rizal exposed the ills of Spanish colonial 

society, including corruption, injustice, and religious hypocrisy. These 

novels ignited a sense of national consciousness among Filipinos, 

inspiring them to fight for independence. 

Beyond his literary prowess, Rizal was a polymath with a wide 

range of interests. He was a skilled linguist, historian, scientist, and 

artist. His writings on various subjects, from education to agriculture, 

demonstrate his deep intellectual curiosity and commitment to 

progress. 

Rizal's martyrdom in 1896 solidified his status as a national hero. 

His execution sparked a revolution that ultimately led to Philippine 

independence. However, his legacy extends far beyond this historical 

event. Rizal's ideals of liberty, justice, and human rights continue to 

inspire people around the world. 

In today's complex and interconnected world, Rizal's message of 

critical thinking, social justice, and national unity remains as relevant 

as ever. By delving deeper into his life and works, we can gain a better 

understanding of the challenges and opportunities that face us as a 

nation and as individuals. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Beyond the Textbook: A Deeper Look at Rizal 

A Journey into the Mind of a Filipino Hero 

José Rizal, the national hero of the Philippines, is a figure 

revered for his intellectual brilliance, unwavering patriotism, and 

literary genius. Yet, beyond the well-trodden paths of his biography 

and historical significance, there lies a deeper, more nuanced 

understanding of the man and his times. 

This book invites you to embark on a journey beyond the 

textbook, delving into the complexities of Rizal's life, thoughts, and 

legacy. We will explore the intricate tapestry of his intellectual 

pursuits, his social and political activism, and his profound impact 

on the Filipino nation. 

By examining Rizal's writings, particularly his novels Noli Me 

Tángere and El Filibusterismo, we will uncover the underlying 

themes of social injustice, corruption, and colonialism that continue 

to resonate today. We will analyze his critical essays and poems, 

which offer insightful commentary on Philippine society and 

culture. 

Moreover, this book will delve into the historical context of 

Rizal's era, examining the socio-political landscape of the 

Philippines during the Spanish colonial period. We will explore the 

intellectual currents and ideological movements that shaped Rizal's 

thought and inspired his activism. 

Through a blend of historical analysis, literary criticism, and 

cultural studies, this book aims to offer a fresh perspective on Rizal's 

life and work. By shedding new light on his multifaceted personality 

and his enduring legacy, we hope to inspire a deeper appreciation 

for this iconic figure and his contributions to the Filipino nation  
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CHAPTER I 

 

JOSE RIZAL: THE FORMATIVE YEARS OF A YOUNG 

GENIUS 

"It is a useless life that is not consecrated to a great ideal. It is like a stone 

wasted on the field without becoming a part of any edifice." – Dr. Jose P. 

Rizal 

Introduction 

 The life of José Rizal, the Philippines' national hero, serves 

as a testament to the power of a brilliant mind shaped by early 

experiences, his formative years, marked by intellectual curiosity 

and a deep sense of justice, laid the foundation for his significant 

contributions to the nation. 

Rizal's early education, primarily under the guidance of his 

mother Teodora Alonzo, emphasized the importance of knowledge 

and critical thinking. His exposure to literature, history, and 

philosophy ignited a passion for learning that would shape his future 

endeavors. The strict discipline and rigorous academic environment 

of Ateneo de Manila further honed his intellect and instilled in him 

a strong work ethic (Zaide & Zaide, 2014). 

However, not merely academic excellence defined Rizal's 

formative years. Zaide & Zaide further disclosed that the injustices 

he witnessed, such as the oppression of his countrymen by Spanish 

colonial authorities, fueled his desire for social change. The 

execution of the three martyred priests, Gomburza, in 1872 had a 

profound impact on him, solidifying his commitment to the cause of 

Philippine independence ((Zaide & Zaide, 2014). 

Rizal's experiences during his formative years, both positive 

and negative, shaped his worldview and motivated him to become a 
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catalyst for reform. His intelligence and his unwavering belief in 

education and reason made him a formidable force in the fight for 

Philippine independence  

By examining the life of Rizal, we can gain valuable insights 

into the factors that contribute to the development of genius. Early 

exposure to intellectual stimulation, strong parental support, and a 

sense of social responsibility are crucial elements in nurturing 

exceptional talent. 

 

Intended Learning Outcomes 

By the end of this chapter, students should be able to: 

1. Determine the historical and cultural context of the Philippines 

during Rizal's early life. 

2. Analyze the significant influences that shaped Rizal's 

personality and worldview. 

3. Appreciate Rizal's intellectual brilliance and his early 

achievements. 

4. Evaluate the role of education in Rizal's life and its impact on 

his future endeavors. 

 

Let’s take a closer look at our national hero! 

Why Study Jose Rizal’s Life and Writings? 

The Enduring Relevance of Studying Rizal. The study of José 

Rizal's life and works is not merely an academic exercise; it is a 

mandate enshrined in Philippine law. Republic Act No. 1425, more 

commonly known as the Rizal Law, mandates the study of Rizal's 

life, works, and writings in all educational institutions. This 
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legislation recognizes the profound impact of Rizal's ideas and 

actions on the Philippine nation.    

By delving into Rizal's writings, particularly Noli Me Tángere 

and El Filibusterismo, we gain a deeper understanding of the social, 

political, and cultural conditions of the Philippines during the 

Spanish colonial period. His novels serve as powerful critiques of 

the oppressive colonial system, exposing the injustices and abuses 

suffered by the Filipino people. Through his insightful analyses, 

Rizal ignited a sense of national consciousness and inspired a 

generation of Filipinos to fight for independence (Rizal, Noli Me 

Tángere, 1887; Rizal, El Filibusterismo, 1891). 

Moreover, Agoncillio (1990), underscores that Rizal's life 

exemplifies the power of education and intellectual pursuit. He was 

a polymath, excelling in various fields such as medicine, literature, 

and history. His unwavering commitment to truth and justice serves 

as an inspiration to aspiring intellectuals and social reformers. By 

studying his life and works, we can cultivate critical thinking skills, 

foster a love for learning, and develop a sense of social 

responsibility.    

According to Zaide & Zaide, (2014), beyond its historical 

significance, the study of Rizal's works remains relevant in 

contemporary times. His insights into human nature, societal 

problems, and the importance of individual rights continue to 

resonate. His advocacy for social justice, good governance, and 

national unity remains as urgent as ever. By examining Rizal's ideas 

through a contemporary lens, we can gain valuable insights into the 

challenges and opportunities facing our society. 

As Schumacher (2000) argues, Rizal's writings continue to 

inspire critical thinking and social consciousness. His novels, Noli 

Me Tángere and El Filibusterismo offer timeless critiques of 

colonialism, corruption, and religious hypocrisy. These issues 
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remain relevant today, as many societies still grapple with similar 

challenges. 

Moreover, Rizal's emphasis on education and intellectual 

development is crucial in the 21st century. As Zaide (1999) notes, 

Rizal believed that education was the key to progress and liberation. 

By studying his life and works, we can cultivate a love of learning 

and a commitment to lifelong education. 

Ultimately, Rizal's legacy is one of hope, courage, and 

perseverance. As Constantino (1975) highlights, Rizal's martyrdom 

ignited the Philippine Revolution and inspired generations of 

Filipinos to fight for independence. His sacrifice reminds us of the 

importance of standing up for what is right, even in the face of 

adversity. 

In compassing, studying Rizal's life and works is not merely a 

historical obligation but a vital intellectual pursuit. By 

understanding his legacy, we can appreciate the sacrifices made by 

our heroes, cultivate a sense of national pride, and strive to build a 

better future for the Philippines. 

 

A Calambayan Childhood  

To begin with, we will explore Rizal’s family background and 

early life. Agoncillo (1998) accounts opined that José Rizal, the 

Philippines’ national hero, was born into a prominent family with 

deep roots in the country's history. His family, the Mercados, were 

of mixed Spanish and Chinese ancestry, a lineage that was common 

among the Filipino elite during the Spanish colonial period.    

Zaide & Zaide (2014) portrayed Francisco Mercado Rizal 

José’s father as a well-educated man who held various positions in 

the local government. He was known for his intelligence, integrity, 
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and strong work ethic. Francisco was a tenant farmer who cultivated 

land owned by the Dominican friars. Despite his modest occupation, 

he instilled in his children a love for learning and a sense of social 

justice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Fig. 1: The Childhood of Jose Rizal 

  Source: https://www.joserizal.com/childhood-jose-rizal/#google_vignette 

 

Zaide & Zaide, 2014; Ocampo, 2004, describe Teodora Alonso 

Realonda. José's mother, Teodora Alonso Realonda, was a woman 

of remarkable intelligence and talent. She was well-versed in 

literature, music, and the arts. She was also a skilled 

businesswoman, managing the family's finances and overseeing 

their agricultural endeavors. T0eodora played a crucial role in José's 

early education, teaching him the alphabet and instilling in him a 

love for reading and writing.    
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José Rizal was born on June 19, 1861, in Calamba, Laguna, a 

town known for its picturesque scenery and rich cultural heritage. 

His childhood was idyllic, marked by love, care, and intellectual 

stimulation. He grew up in a large family, with nine siblings. The 

Rizal household was a center of learning and creativity, where 

books, music, and art were highly valued (Zaide & Zaide, 2014; 

Ocampo, 2004). 

From a young age, Rizal exhibited extraordinary intellectual 

abilities. He was a voracious reader, devouring books on history, 

science, and literature. He was also a gifted artist, poet, and 

musician. His parents recognized his potential and provided him 

with the best education available (Zaide & Zaide, 2014; Ocampo, 

2004). 

Rizal's formal education began at home, where his mother 

taught him the basics of reading and writing. At the age of three, he 

could already read and write in Spanish. Later, he attended a local 

school in Calamba, where he excelled in his studies (Zaide & Zaide, 

2014; Ocampo, 2004). 

To provide their son with a better education, Rizal's parents 

sent him to Manila to study at the Ateneo Municipal de Manila. At 

the Ateneo, Rizal quickly distinguished himself as a brilliant 

student, excelling in his academic pursuits and extracurricular 

activities. He was particularly gifted in languages, mathematics, and 

the arts.    

Ocampo (2004) describes the growing sense of nationalism. 

During his time at the Ateneo, Rizal began to develop a keen 

awareness of the injustices and inequalities of Spanish colonial rule. 

He witnessed firsthand the oppression of the Filipino people and the 

exploitation of their resources. This experience ignited a spark of 

nationalism within him, and he began to question the legitimacy of 

Spanish authority.    
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As a young reformer, Rizal's early life laid the foundation for 

his later activism. His family's influence, combined with his own 

intellectual curiosity and social consciousness, shaped him into a 

young man determined to make a difference. His experiences in the 

Philippines and his exposure to European culture would ultimately 

lead him to become one of the most important figures in Philippine 

history (Zaide & Zaide, 2014; Ocampo, 2004). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Fig. 2: Rizal’s Family Tree  

Source: WordPress.com 
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Concerning Rizal’s Influence, Zaide & Zaide, 2014; Ocampo, 

2004 disclosed that the Rizal family stands as a testament to the 

profound impact a loving and supportive home can have on an 

individual's life. In the case of Jose Rizal, his parents and siblings 

played a pivotal role in shaping the man who would become the 

Philippines' national hero. Delving deeper into their contributions, 

we gain a clearer picture of the forces that nurtured Rizal's intellect, 

character, and ultimately, his unwavering commitment to national 

reform. 

Jose's father, Francisco Mercado, was a man of exceptional 

character and intellect. Though not formally wealthy, Francisco was 

a tenant farmer who managed to cultivate a comfortable life for his 

family. He was known for his honesty, work ethic, and deep respect 

for education. He instilled these values in his children, encouraging 

them to learn and strive for excellence. Francisco recognized Jose's 

unique talents from a young age and played a crucial role in ensuring 

he received the best education available. He financed Jose's studies 

in Manila, a significant sacrifice that demonstrated his unwavering 

belief in his son's potential. Francisco's commitment to education 

created a fertile ground where Jose's intellectual curiosity could 

flourish (Agoncillo, 1990). 

Teodora Alonso, Jose Rizal's mother, possessed a sharp 

intellect and a strong artistic inclination. She was Jose's first teacher, 

introducing him to the alphabet and nurturing his love for reading 

and writing (Agoncillo, 1990). Her lessons extended beyond 

academics, as she instilled in him a strong moral compass and a deep 

appreciation for the arts. Teodora's artistic talents rubbed off on Jose, 

fostering his creativity and expressiveness. Perhaps even more 

importantly, Teodora nurtured Jose's sense of justice and 

compassion. She instilled in him a deep respect for all individuals, 

regardless of their social standing (Zaide, 1999). This awareness of 
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injustice would later become a driving force in Jose's fight for social 

reform. 

Paciano, Jose Rizal's elder brother, played a multifaceted role 

in his life. He served as a confidante, mentor, and unwavering 

supporter. When Jose left for Manila to pursue his studies, Paciano 

accompanied him and provided him with financial and emotional 

support (Agoncillo, 1990). He understood the importance of 

education and the sacrifices required to achieve it. Paciano acted as 

a surrogate parent, ensuring Jose's well-being and guiding him 

through the challenges of adjusting to life in the city (Zaide, 1999). 

More significantly, Paciano shared Jose's growing awareness 

of the injustices inflicted upon the Filipino people. Their shared 

convictions fueled a sense of solidarity and purpose that would 

remain constant throughout their lives (Constantino, 1975). 

Paciano's unwavering belief in his brother's ideals was a continual 

source of strength for Jose, especially during his later struggles 

against Spanish colonial rule (Agoncillo, 1990).  

While Paciano's role as a mentor is well documented, the 

contributions of Jose's other siblings should not be overlooked. 

Saturnina, Narcissa, Olympia, Lucia, Maria, and Concepcion each 

played a part in shaping their brother's life. They provided him with 

a loving and supportive environment, a source of constant comfort 

and motivation. Their unwavering loyalty and willingness to share 

in their brother's sacrifices exemplify the strength of familial bonds. 

Their encouragement and understanding emboldened Jose to pursue 

his ideals even in the face of immense obstacles. 

The combined influence of Jose Rizal's parents and siblings 

went beyond simply nurturing his intellectual abilities. They 

instilled in him a strong foundation of moral values, a deep sense of 

patriotism, and a burning desire for social justice. Francisco Rizal's 

commitment to education and Paciano Rizal's unwavering support 
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provided the groundwork for Jose's intellectual development 

(Agoncillo, 1990). Teodora Alonzo's artistic inclination and moral 

guidance fostered his creativity and his sense of compassion (Zaide, 

1999).  

Together, they nurtured the seeds of a reformer, a man who 

dared to speak out against the injustices of his time. Their legacy 

extends beyond Jose's immediate family, serving as a beacon of 

hope and inspiration for generations of Filipinos striving for a better 

future (Constantino, 1975). Their influence, as seen in Rizal's life 

and works, continues to inspire and shape the Filipino identity 

(Agoncillo, 1990; Zaide, 1999). 

The Rizal family's influence transcended the walls of their 

home. Their commitment to education, social justice, and patriotism 

resonated with many within their community. Jose's parents were 

highly respected individuals whose own values became an implicit 

part of the social fabric of Calamba. The sacrifices they made to 

ensure their children's education served as an example to others 

within their circle. This ripple effect of values played a role in 

shaping the broader community's outlook and aspirations. 

 

His Exposure to Education and Culture in Calamba 

Calamba, a picturesque town in Laguna, served as the cradle 

of Jose Rizal's early life. Amidst the lush landscapes and vibrant 

culture, the seeds of his intellectual brilliance and nationalistic 

fervor were sown. The town's unique blend of Spanish colonial 

influence and indigenous traditions provided a rich tapestry that 

shaped Rizal's worldview and inspired his future endeavors 

(Agoncillo, 1990).  

Calamba's idyllic setting and its people's resilience in the face 

of adversity played a significant role in shaping Rizal's character and 
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his unwavering commitment to social justice (Zaide, 1999). The 

town's historical significance and its association with Rizal's life 

have made it a popular tourist destination (Constantino, 1975). 

Calamba's legacy as a birthplace of heroes and intellectuals 

continues to inspire generations of Filipinos (Agoncillo, 1990; 

Zaide, 1999). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Fig. 3: Teodora Alonso, mother of Jose Rizal known as Rizal’s first 

   teacher 

  Source: Australian Filipina 
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The influence of family and community on Jose Rizal's early 

life was profound. His parents, Francisco Mercado, and Teodora 

Alonso were both highly educated individuals who instilled in their 

children a love of learning and a strong sense of social justice 

(Agoncillo, 1990). Teodora Alonso, a remarkable woman, served as 

Rizal's first teacher. She taught him the alphabet, basic arithmetic, 

and the Catholic catechism (Zaide, 1999). Her patient and nurturing 

approach fostered a deep bond between mother and son, and it was 

through her that Rizal developed a love for literature and poetry 

(Constantino, 1975). 

Anent to this, Ezra Taft Benson (n.d.). once said, “No society 

will long survive without mothers who care for their young and 

provide that nurturing care so essential for their normal 

development.” In this quote, Benson once posited the importance of 

having not only a mother but a visionary one whose nurturing skills 

are incomparable. Education begins at home and extends into 

schools. Teodora Alonso Realonda y Quintos, the mother of José 

Rizal, was a remarkable woman who played a significant role in 

shaping the Philippine national hero. Often referred to as Rizal's first 

teacher, she instilled in her son a love for learning, a sense of justice, 

and a deep appreciation for Filipino culture.    

Agoncillo (1990) and Zaide (1999) describe the mother of 

Rizal as a woman of intelligence and strong character, Teodora was 

well-educated for her time. She was proficient in Spanish, Latin, and 

music. She imparted these skills to her children, nurturing their 

intellectual curiosity and creativity. Her influence on Rizal's early 

education was profound, shaping his worldview and inspiring his 

lifelong pursuit of knowledge. 
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Beyond her role as a teacher, Teodora was also a source of 

moral guidance and emotional support for Rizal. She instilled in him 

a strong sense of patriotism and a commitment to social justice 

(Agoncillo, 1990). Her unwavering belief in her son's abilities 

encouraged him to pursue his dreams and to stand up for what he 

believed in (Zaide, 1999). 

 

Teodora's own life was marked by hardship and adversity. She 

faced numerous challenges, including imprisonment and the loss of 

her family's property. Despite these trials, she remained steadfast in 

her faith and her love for her children. Her resilience and courage 

serve as an inspiration to all who admire her son's legacy.    

 

Rizal’s mother influence is undeniable. Her wisdom, her love, 

and her unwavering support helped shape the man who would 

become the Philippines' national hero. Her legacy lives on, inspiring 

generations of Filipinos to strive for excellence and to contribute to 

the betterment of their country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Fig. 4: Dr. Jose Rizal's Home, Calamba, Laguna 
  Source: https://www.pinterest.com/pin/344947652689987425/ 
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Further, Calamba's social and cultural environment also 

contributed to Rizal's intellectual development. The town was home 

to several prominent families, many of whom were well-educated 

and passionate about the arts and sciences. These families often 

gathered to discuss current events, share ideas, and engage in 

intellectual debates. Rizal, being a curious child, eagerly absorbed 

the knowledge and insights shared by these learned individuals. 

 

While the Spanish colonial education system in the Philippines 

was often rigid and outdated, it nonetheless provided Rizal with a 

foundation of knowledge and skills. He attended a local school in 

Calamba, where he learned the basics of reading, writing, and 

arithmetic. Despite the limitations of the curriculum, Rizal excelled 

in his studies, demonstrating a remarkable aptitude for learning 

(Agoncillo, 1990). 

 

However, the Spanish colonial education system also exposed 

Rizal to the injustices and inequities of the colonial regime. He 

witnessed the oppressive practices of the friars and the exploitation 

of the Filipino people. These experiences ignited a sense of 

indignation within him, fueling his desire to challenge the status quo 

and fight for social reform. 

The Catholic Church played a significant role in Rizal's early 

life. He attended mass regularly and received religious instruction 

from the parish priest. However, he also developed a critical eye 

towards the Church's practices and the behavior of some of its 

members. He observed the hypocrisy of some clergymen and the 

abuse of power by the friars. These experiences would later 

influence his writings and his critique of the Church's role in 

colonial society (Montes, 2018). 

Montes (2018) opined that ironically one thing that led to 

abuses by the friars was that they performed functions indispensable 

to development. They were “founders of towns and cities, educators, 
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builders of roads and bridges, philologists and scientists, doctors and 

pharmacists, introducers of crops and farming techniques, etc. 

Unfortunately, they clung to these functions even when Filipinos 

were ready to take them on by themselves. This led to unwarranted 

privileges for clergymen and tensions between the friars and the 

emerging bourgeoisie, among others. 

The Influence of Nature and the Arts. Agoncillo (1990) 

describes that Calamba's natural beauty and cultural richness had a 

profound impact on Rizal. The town's picturesque landscapes, 

including the Laguna de Bay and Mount Makiling, inspired his 

imagination and fueled his artistic creativity. He often spent time 

exploring the countryside, observing the flora and fauna, and 

contemplating the mysteries of the natural world. 

Rizal's family also encouraged his artistic pursuits. His mother, 

Teodora, was a talented pianist and singer, and she often played the 

piano for her children. Rizal, in turn, developed a love for music and 

learned to play various instruments. He also excelled in painting and 

sculpture, creating beautiful works of art that reflected his keen eye 

for detail and his deep appreciation for beauty (Agoncillo, 1990). 

Agoncillo (1990) accounts that the experiences and influences 

that shaped Rizal's early life in Calamba laid the foundation for his 

future as a nationalist and reformer. His exposure to the injustices of 

Spanish colonial rule, coupled with his intellectual curiosity and 

artistic talent, ignited a passion for social change. He began to 

question the legitimacy of Spanish authority and to dream of a free 

and independent Philippines. 

As Rizal grew older, he would continue to draw upon the 

knowledge and experiences he gained in Calamba. His formative 

years in this idyllic town would prove to be invaluable in his quest 

to liberate his country from the shackles of colonialism. 
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To fully appreciate the impact of Calamba on Rizal's life, it is 

essential to delve deeper into specific aspects of his upbringing. 

One could not negate that education was a cornerstone of 

Rizal's family. His parents, particularly his mother, emphasized the 

importance of learning. Teodora, a woman of considerable intellect, 

taught Rizal the basics of reading, writing, and arithmetic at home. 

This early exposure to education sparked a lifelong passion for 

learning. When Rizal was young, he attended a local school in 

Calamba. However, the quality of education was limited, and the 

curriculum was often rigid and outdated. Despite these limitations, 

Rizal excelled in his studies, demonstrating a remarkable aptitude 

for learning languages, mathematics, and the sciences (Agoncillo, 

1990). 

Aside from her family, the parish priest leaves and indelible 

mark to Rizal’s education. Agoncillo (1990) deduced that the parish 

priest in Calamba played a pivotal role in Rizal's early life, providing 

religious instruction and guiding his spiritual development. 

However, Rizal’s keen observation also exposed him to the less 

virtuous side of the clergy. He witnessed the hypocrisy and abuse of 

power by some members of the Church, particularly the friars.  

These experiences, coupled with his intellectual curiosity, ignited a 

critical eye toward the institution. As he grew older, these 

observations would fuel his critique of the Church's role in colonial 

society, influencing his writings and ultimately contributing to his 

nationalist ideals.    

They said that the world is a school. The impact of nature and 

the arts is very paramount to the development of our national hero. 

Calamba's natural beauty had a profound impact on Rizal's 

imagination and creativity. The serene landscapes of Laguna de Bay 

and Mount Makiling inspired him to write poetry and compose 

music. He often spent hours exploring the countryside, observing 
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the flora and fauna, and contemplating the mysteries of the natural 

world. These experiences nurtured his love for nature and his 

appreciation for the beauty of the Philippines (Agoncillo, 1990). 

Altiz (2022) and Cabuatan, et.al (2016), revealed that Rizal's 

family also encouraged his artistic pursuits. His mother, Teodora, 

was a talented musician, and she often played the piano for her 

children. Rizal, in turn, developed a love for music and learned to 

play various instruments. He also excelled in painting and sculpture, 

creating beautiful works of art that reflected his keen eye for detail 

and his deep appreciation for beauty. 

Even though life seemed glorious for Rizal, in his journey, one 

could not negate the injustices and inequities that he witnessed 

during his childhood in Calamba that ignited a sense of nationalism 

within him. Calamba during Rizal's time was a town under the 

oppressive rule of the Dominican friars. The friars owned vast tracts 

of land in the area, including the Rizal family's hacienda, leading to 

numerous abuses and injustices against the local populace 

(Agoncillo, 1998). This oppressive system, characterized by 

exorbitant rents, forced labor, and unfair taxation, significantly 

impacted Rizal's family and the town's people, ultimately fueling his 

desire for reform and inspiring his revolutionary spirit. These 

experiences fueled his desire to challenge the status quo and fight 

for social reform. Rizal's exposure to different cultures and ideas 

also contributed to his nationalist consciousness. He learned about 

the history and culture of other countries, and he began to compare 

the Philippines' situation to that of other nations. This comparative 

analysis led him to realize the potential of the Philippines and the 

need to break free from colonial oppression (Agoncillo, 1990). 

Furthermore, according to Agoncillo (1990); and Sicat (2019), 

Calamba was crucial in shaping Jose Rizal's life and ideals. The 

town's rich cultural heritage, its beautiful landscapes, and its 
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supportive community provided the perfect environment for a young 

genius to flourish. The experiences and influences that Rizal 

encountered in Calamba would continue to shape his worldview and 

inspire his future actions. 

As Rizal grew older, he would carry the lessons he learned in 

Calamba with him. His love for learning, his passion for social 

justice, and his commitment to national independence were all 

rooted in his formative years in this idyllic town. 

 

A Scholar's Journey  

Jose Rizal's early education laid the foundation for his 

intellectual brilliance and his eventual emergence as a national hero. 

His formative years, spent primarily in Calamba, Laguna, and 

Manila, were marked by a thirst for knowledge and a relentless 

pursuit of excellence. 

Agoncillo (1990) posited that Rizal's formal education began 

at home, under the tutelage of his mother, Teodora Alonso. A woman 

of remarkable intelligence and a love for learning, Teodora imparted 

to her son the basics of reading, writing, and arithmetic. She instilled 

in him a strong moral compass and a deep appreciation for the arts. 

Agoncillo further disclosed that at three, Rizal was already reading 

and writing. His precociousness and eagerness to learn impressed 

his parents, who recognized his potential. To further his education, 

they enrolled him in a local school in Calamba. Here, Rizal excelled 

in his studies, demonstrating a keen intellect and a thirst for 

knowledge. 

According to the account of Agoncillo & Guerrero (1990), 

Jose Rizal was tutored by a local priest named Maestro Celestino, 

who further enhanced his knowledge of Latin and religion. This 

early exposure to formal education laid the foundation for Rizal's 
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intellectual development and his eventual pursuit of higher 

education  

In like manner, Agoncillo & Guerrero (1990) pointed out that 

his parents provided Rizal with a more advanced education, so his 

parents decided to send him to Manila. In 1872, at the age of eleven, 

Rizal left Calamba and embarked on a journey that would change 

the course of his life. He enrolled at the Ateneo Municipal de 

Manila, a prestigious Jesuit school known for its rigorous academic 

standards. At the Ateneo, Rizal quickly distinguished himself as a 

brilliant student. He excelled in his studies, particularly in Latin, 

Greek, and mathematics. He was also active in extracurricular 

activities, participating in sports, music, and art. The Jesuits, 

impressed by his intelligence and diligence, provided him with 

additional opportunities to learn and grow. 

Agoncillo & Guerrero (1990) further disclosed that one of the 

most significant influences on Rizal during his time at the Ateneo 

was Father Jose Bech, a kind and compassionate Jesuit who took 

Rizal under his wing. Father Bech recognized Rizal's potential and 

encouraged him to pursue his studies. He also instilled in Rizal a 

love for literature and a sense of social justice. 

After completing his studies at the Ateneo, Rizal enrolled at 

the University of Santo Tomas, the oldest university in Asia. He 

initially pursued a degree in philosophy and letters but later switched 

to medicine. However, his stay at the university was short-lived. He 

grew disillusioned with the outdated curriculum and the rigid 

teaching methods. 

During his time in Manila, Rizal began to develop a keen 

awareness of the injustices and inequities of Spanish colonial rule. 

He witnessed the oppression of the Filipino people and the 

exploitation of their resources. These experiences ignited a sense of 
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nationalism within him, and he began to question the legitimacy of 

Spanish authority. 

Rizal's exposure to different cultures and ideas also 

contributed to his nationalist consciousness. He learned about the 

history and culture of other countries, and he began to compare the 

Philippines' situation to that of other nations. This comparative 

analysis led him to realize the potential of the Philippines and the 

need to break free from colonial oppression. 

Rizal's early education in Calamba and Manila laid the 

foundation for his future as a nationalist and reformer. His 

intellectual curiosity, his love for learning, and his sense of social 

justice were all nurtured during these formative years. The 

experiences he gained and the knowledge he acquired would equip 

him to challenge the status quo and fight for the rights of the Filipino 

people. 

As Rizal grew older, he would continue to draw upon the 

knowledge and experiences he gained during his early education. 

His formative years in Calamba and Manila would prove to be 

invaluable in his quest to liberate his country from the shackles of 

colonialism. 

 

His Studies at the Ateneo Municipal De Manila 

Jose Rizal's time at the Ateneo Municipal de Manila was a 

pivotal period in his life. This prestigious Jesuit school, with its 

rigorous academic standards and emphasis on discipline and 

character development, provided the ideal environment for Rizal's 

intellectual and spiritual growth. 

In 1872, at the tender age of eleven, Rizal left the familiar 

surroundings of Calamba and embarked on a journey to Manila. He 
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enrolled at the Ateneo, a school renowned for its excellent education 

and strict discipline. The transition from the idyllic countryside to 

the bustling city was a significant challenge, but Rizal adapted 

quickly to his new environment (Agoncillo & Guerrero, 1990). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 5: Ateneo de Municipal in 1872 

Source: https://marveyeimiellu.wordpress.com/2012/07/04/rizalseducation/ 

 

 

Agoncillio (1990) accounted that when Rizal was at the 

Ateneo, he quickly distinguished himself as a brilliant student. He 

excelled in his studies, particularly in Latin, Greek, and 

mathematics. His intelligence, diligence, and unwavering 

determination impressed his teachers and classmates alike. The 

Jesuits, recognizing his potential, provided him with additional 

opportunities to learn and grow. 

The Jesuits, known for their rigorous academic standards and 

their commitment to the intellectual and spiritual development of 

their students, played a crucial role in shaping Rizal's character and 

https://marveyeimiellu.wordpress.com/2012/07/04/rizals
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worldview. They instilled in him a love for learning, a sense of 

discipline, and a strong moral compass (Constantino, 1975). 

Interestingly, one of the most significant influences on Rizal 

during his time at the Ateneo was Father Jose Bech, a kind and 

compassionate Jesuit who took Rizal under his wing. Father Bech 

recognized Rizal's potential and encouraged him to pursue his 

studies. He also instilled in Rizal a love for literature and a sense of 

social justice (Schumacher, 1961). 

In consonance, Guerrero (1963) posited that Rizal underwent 

a remarkable transformation under the guidance of the Jesuits. He 

shed his shyness and developed a confident and assertive 

personality. He became proficient in various languages, including 

Spanish, Latin, Greek, and English. He also excelled in the arts, 

particularly painting and sculpture. Agoncillo (1990) commented 

that Rizal's academic achievements at the Ateneo were exceptional. 

He consistently topped his class and received numerous awards and 

honors. He was also active in extracurricular activities, participating 

in sports, music, and drama. His involvement in these activities 

helped him develop his leadership skills and his ability to work with 

others. 

Similarly, Constantino (1975) opined about Rizal’s growing 

sense of nationalism. During his time at the Ateneo, Rizal began to 

develop a keen awareness of the injustices and inequities of Spanish 

colonial rule. He witnessed the oppression of the Filipino people and 

the exploitation of their resources. These experiences ignited a sense 

of nationalism within him, and he began to question the legitimacy 

of Spanish authority. 

Moreover, Rizal's time at the Ateneo Municipal de Manila was 

a pivotal period in his life. The rigorous academic training, the 

influence of the Jesuits, and the exposure to different cultures and 

ideas all contributed to his intellectual and spiritual growth. The 
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seeds of nationalism that were sown during these formative years 

would later blossom into a powerful force for social change 

(Schumacher, 1961). According to Guerrero (1963), Rizal's 

experiences at the Ateneo shaped his worldview and inspired him to 

fight for the rights of the Filipino people. His legacy continues to 

inspire generations of Filipinos to strive for excellence and to work 

for a just and equitable society. 

 

His Experiences at The University of Santo Tomas 

According to Constantino (1975), Jose Rizal's experiences at 

the University of Santo Tomas were marked by a growing 

disillusionment with the Spanish colonial education system. While 

the university was renowned as the oldest university in Asia, its 

curriculum and teaching methods were outdated and rigid.  

Anent to the above, Guerrero (1963) opined that it was a 

disappointing start. After completing his studies at the Ateneo 

Municipal de Manila, Rizal enrolled at the University of Santo 

Tomas in 1877. Initially, he pursued a degree in philosophy and 

letters but later switched to medicine, a field he believed could 

directly benefit his countrymen.  

However, Rizal soon became disillusioned with the 

university's outdated curriculum and the rigid teaching methods of 

the Dominican friars. The lectures were often dull and repetitive, 

and the emphasis was on rote memorization rather than critical 

thinking. The friars, who dominated the university, were more 

interested in maintaining the status quo than in promoting 

intellectual growth and innovation (Constantino, 1975). 
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Fig. 6: University of Santo Tomas, Manila, Philippines, c1945 

 Source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/johntewell/7059879697 

 

Further, Constantino (1975) revealed that Rizal's intellectual 

curiosity and thirst for knowledge clashed with the university's 

conservative and authoritarian atmosphere. He yearned for a more 

progressive and liberal education, one that would challenge his mind 

and inspire him to think critically. The rigid curriculum and the 

stifling intellectual climate at the university frustrated him.  

The Dominicans, who controlled the University of Santo 

Tomas, were known for their strict discipline and their intolerance 

of dissent. They imposed strict rules and regulations on the students, 

limiting their freedom of expression and thought. Rizal, who was a 

free-thinker and a critic of the status quo, often clashed with the 

Dominican authorities (Schumacher, 1961). 
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Despite the challenges he faced at the University of Santo 

Tomas, Rizal's experiences there fueled his growing sense of 

nationalism. He witnessed firsthand the oppressive nature of 

Spanish colonial rule and the exploitation of the Filipino people. The 

discriminatory treatment of Filipinos by the Spanish authorities 

further inflamed his sense of injustice (Agoncillo, 1990). 

Rizal's time at the University of Santo Tomas was a period of 

intellectual and emotional turmoil. He struggled to reconcile his 

desire for knowledge and progress with the limitations imposed by 

the colonial education system. However, his experiences at the 

university would ultimately shape his worldview and inspire him to 

fight for the liberation of his country (Guerrero, 1963). 

According to Constantino (1975), the seeds of rebellion were 

sown during his time at the university. The injustices he witnessed 

and the intellectual frustrations he experienced fueled his 

determination to expose the ills of Spanish colonialism and to 

inspire his countrymen to rise against oppression. One could marvel 

that Rizal's experiences at the University of Santo Tomas are a 

testament to his courage and resilience. Despite the challenges he 

faced, he refused to be silenced. He continued to pursue his 

intellectual and artistic pursuits, and he used his writings to expose 

the injustices of Spanish colonial rule (Schumacher, 1961). 

Rizal's legacy as a national hero is inextricably linked to his 

experiences at the University of Santo Tomas. His struggles against 

the oppressive forces of colonialism and his unwavering 

commitment to truth and justice continue to inspire generations of 

Filipinos (Agoncillo, 1990). 
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Rizal's Relationship with His Siblings and their Influence on His 

Education 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig.7: Front of Rizal's Letter to His Parents in 1883 

Source: Esquire magazine 

 

 

The Rizal family, a prominent clan in Calamba, Laguna, 

played a pivotal role in shaping the life and ideals of Jose 

Rizal. His parents, Francisco Mercado and Teodora Alonso 

instilled in him a strong foundation of education, morality, and 

patriotism. Their influence, coupled with the support of his 

siblings, particularly his elder brother Paciano, significantly 

contributed to the development of Rizal's character and his 

eventual emergence as a national hero (Agoncillo,1990). 
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Fig.8: Back of Rizal's Letter to His Parents in 1883 

Source: Esquire magazine 

 

Jose Rizal's family and friends played a pivotal role in shaping 

his life and inspiring nationalist ideals. His parents, Francisco 

Mercado and Teodora Alonso, instilled in him a love for learning 

and a strong sense of social justice (Agoncillo & Guerrero, 2007). 

His older brother, Paciano Rizal, served as a mentor and guide, 
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supporting him financially and morally. His siblings provided love, 

encouragement, and a nurturing environment that fostered his 

intellectual and emotional growth. 

Rizal's time at the Ateneo Municipal de Manila was marked by 

the formation of deep friendships. His closest friend, Rafael Palma, 

shared his passion for learning and social justice (Agoncillo and 

Guerrero, 2007). Another significant friendship was with Jose Maria 

Panganiban, a brilliant and passionate young man who became a 

leading figure in the Propaganda Movement. These friendships 

provided Rizal with intellectual stimulation, emotional support, and 

a shared vision for the Philippines. 

While Rizal's experiences at the University of Santo Tomas 

were less positive, he still formed lasting friendships. One of his 

closest friends was Ferdinand Blumentritt, an Austrian ethnologist 

and linguist. Blumentritt was impressed by Rizal's intelligence and 

passion for Philippine history and culture (Agoncillo and Guerrero, 

2007). Their correspondence fostered a deep bond and played a 

crucial role in shaping Rizal's nationalist consciousness. 

Rizal's relationships with his professors also significantly 

impacted his life. Father Jose Bech, a Jesuit priest at the Ateneo, 

recognized Rizal's potential and encouraged his intellectual growth 

(Agoncillo and Guerrero, 2007). At the University of Santo Tomas, 

Dr. Manuel Fernandez, a professor of medicine, recognized Rizal's 

intelligence and encouraged him to pursue his studies in Europe 

(Agoncillo and Guerrero, 2007). 

Rizal's relationships with his fellow students and professors 

had a profound impact on his life and work. These friendships and 

intellectual exchanges helped to shape his worldview, inspire his 

nationalist ideals, and solidify his commitment to social justice. 

Through his interactions with others, Rizal developed a network of 

friends and supporters who played a crucial role in the Philippine 
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Revolution. His correspondence with Blumentritt and other 

European intellectuals helped to raise international awareness of the 

plight of the Filipino people (Agoncillo and Guerrero, 2007). 

In a nutshell, Rizal's relationships with his fellow students and 

professors were essential to his personal and intellectual 

development. These connections provided him with the support, 

encouragement, and intellectual stimulation he needed to become 

one of the most important figures in Philippine history. 

 

The Role of the University in Shaping His Nationalist 

Consciousness 

Jose Rizal's time at the Ateneo Municipal de Manila and the 

University of Santo Tomas was instrumental in shaping his 

nationalist consciousness. These institutions, while products of the 

Spanish colonial system, provided Rizal with the intellectual tools 

and experiences that ignited his passion for social reform and 

national liberation (Agoncillo, 1990). 

Agoncillo (1990) stressed the rigors of Rizal’s journey at 

Ateneo. He opined that Rizal's years at the Ateneo were marked by 

rigorous academic training and a strong emphasis on moral and 

religious education. The Jesuit priests who taught at the Ateneo were 

known for their intellectual rigor and their commitment to 

excellence. They instilled in Rizal a love for learning, a sense of 

discipline, and a strong work ethic.    

However, it was not just the academic curriculum that shaped 

Rizal's nationalist consciousness. The Ateneo also provided a space 

for intellectual and social interaction. Rizal formed deep friendships 

with fellow students, many of whom shared his passion for social 

justice and national reform. These friendships fostered a sense of 
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camaraderie and solidarity among young Filipinos who were eager 

to challenge the status quo. 

One could think that Rizal's experience at the University of 

Santo Tomas was far less positive. The university's rigid curriculum 

and the authoritarianism of the Dominican friars stifled his 

intellectual growth and frustrated his desire for knowledge. 

However, even in this oppressive environment, Rizal continued to 

develop his critical thinking skills and his sense of social justice. 

The Dominican friars' discriminatory treatment of Filipino students 

further fueled Rizal's growing resentment of Spanish colonial rule. 

He witnessed firsthand the injustices and inequalities that were 

endemic to the colonial system. This firsthand experience reinforced 

his belief in the need for social reform and national liberation 

(Agoncillo, 1998).    

The Impact of European Education. Rizal's studies in Europe 

further deepened his nationalist consciousness. He was exposed to 

the Enlightenment ideas of liberty, equality, and human rights. He 

also witnessed the progress and prosperity of European nations, 

which stood in stark contrast to the backwardness of the Philippines 

under Spanish colonial rule. Rizal’s experiences in Europe 

convinced him that the Philippines could achieve greatness if it were 

free from Spanish colonial domination. He believed that education 

was the key to progress and that Filipinos should strive to acquire 

knowledge and skills. By educating themselves, Filipinos could 

break free from the chains of ignorance and superstition and build a 

modern and prosperous nation (Agoncillo, 1990).   

In his account, Agoncillo (1998) affirmed that the universities 

of Rizal's time, despite their limitations, played a crucial role in 

shaping his nationalist consciousness. They provided him with the 

intellectual tools and the social environment that allowed him to 

develop his critical thinking skills and his sense of social justice. His 
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experiences at the Ateneo and the University of Santo Tomas, as 

well as his subsequent studies in Europe, ignited a passion for 

reform and a desire to liberate his country from Spanish colonial 

rule. 

 

Rizal's Academic Performance and Achievements 

According to Retana (1907); and Agoncillo (199), Jose Rizal's 

academic journey was marked by exceptional intelligence, 

diligence, and a thirst for knowledge. From his early years to his 

time in Europe, Rizal consistently excelled in his studies, leaving an 

enduring legacy of academic achievement. Rizal's formal education 

began at a young age. His mother, Teodora Alonso, a highly 

intelligent woman, served as his first teacher, instilling in him a love 

for learning. Rizal quickly demonstrated a remarkable aptitude for 

academics, excelling in subjects such as reading, writing, and 

arithmetic. 

Agoncillo (1990) described that in 1872, at the age of 11, Rizal 

enrolled at the Ateneo Municipal de Manila, a prestigious Jesuit 

school. Here, he truly flourished, consistently topping his class and 

earning accolades from his teachers. His exceptional performance in 

subjects like Latin, Greek, mathematics, and philosophy earned him 

the admiration of his peers and the respect of his professors. 

According to Agoncillo, one of the most significant influences on 

Rizal's academic journey was Father José Bech, a Jesuit priest who 

recognized Rizal's potential and provided him with guidance and 

encouragement. Under Father Bech's tutelage, Rizal honed his 

intellectual skills and developed a deep love for learning. 

After completing his studies at the Ateneo, Rizal enrolled at 

the University of Santo Tomas, the oldest university in Asia. 

However, his experience at the university was less than ideal. The 
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rigid curriculum and the authoritarian atmosphere of the Dominican 

friars stifled his intellectual growth and frustrated his desire for 

knowledge. Despite the challenges, Rizal persevered in his studies. 

He pursued a degree in philosophy and letters and later switched to 

medicine. Although he was not satisfied with the quality of 

education at the university, he continued to excel in his academic 

pursuits (Agoncillo, 1990; Retana, 1907; and Schumacher, 2000). 

 

A European Odyssey and A Quest for Knowledge 

Agoncillo, 1990; Retana, 1907; and Schumacher, 2000 

provided the trail for Rizal’s journey in Europe. In 1882, Rizal left 

the Philippines for Europe to continue his studies. He enrolled at the 

University of Madrid, where he pursued a degree in medicine 

philosophy, and letters. He also studied at the University of Paris 

and the University of Heidelberg. In Europe, Rizal immersed 

himself in the intellectual and cultural life of the continent. He 

attended lectures, visited museums, and engaged in scholarly 

discussions with renowned academics. He also wrote extensively, 

producing a wide range of works, including novels, essays, and 

poetry. Rizal's academic achievements in Europe were remarkable. 

He excelled in his studies, earning high marks in all his subjects. He 

also published several scholarly works, including his 

groundbreaking novel Noli Me Tángere. 

Agoncillo (1990) pointed out the legacy and brilliance of our 

national hero. Jose Rizal's academic journey was a testament to his 

extraordinary intelligence, diligence, and perseverance. His 

achievements at the Ateneo, the University of Santo Tomas, and the 

universities of Europe established him as one of the most brilliant 

minds of his generation. His legacy continues to inspire students and 

scholars around the world. Rizal's academic brilliance was not 

merely a matter of intellectual prowess. It was also a reflection of 
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his deep commitment to social justice and national liberation. His 

education provided him with the tools he needed to expose the 

injustices of Spanish colonial rule and to inspire his countrymen to 

fight for independence. By studying Rizal's academic journey, we 

can gain a deeper understanding of his intellectual development and 

his contributions to Philippine history. His legacy serves as a 

reminder of the power of education to transform individuals and 

societies. 

 

The Role of Religion in Rizal's Early Life  

Jose Rizal, the Philippines' national hero, was raised in a 

devout Catholic family. The Catholic faith was deeply ingrained in 

his upbringing, shaping his worldview and influencing his later 

intellectual and social development. However, as Rizal matured, his 

perspective on religion evolved, leading to a more critical and 

nuanced understanding of its role in society.  

About Rizal’s early religious influences, Schumacher (2000); 

Retana (1907); and Agoncillo (1990) pointed out that Rizal's early 

religious education was primarily shaped by his parents and the local 

parish priest. His mother, Teodora Alonso, instilled in him a strong 

moral compass and a deep sense of spirituality. She taught him the 

Catholic catechism and encouraged him to attend mass regularly. 

The parish priest further reinforced these religious teachings, 

emphasizing the importance of obedience, humility, and faith. As a 

young boy, Rizal was fascinated by religious stories and rituals. He 

often accompanied his family to church and participated in religious 

processions. These experiences helped to shape his understanding of 

the Catholic faith and its role in Philippine society. 

However, as Rizal grew older, he began to question the 

teachings of the Church. Agoncillo, 1998; Constantino, 1975; Ileto, 
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1990, revealed that Rizal was particularly critical of the abuses of 

power by some members of the clergy, such as the friars. He 

witnessed firsthand the hypocrisy and corruption of certain religious 

leaders, which led him to doubt the sincerity of their faith. Rizal's 

exposure to European Enlightenment thought also influenced his 

religious beliefs. He was drawn to the rationalist and humanist ideas 

of philosophers such as Voltaire, Rousseau, and Kant. These thinkers 

challenged traditional religious dogmas and emphasized the 

importance of reason and individual conscience.  

In the Bible, particularly the book of John 8:32 it says, 

then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free (NIV). 

This verse was true to Rizal’s quest for truth. Agoncillo (1990); 

Retana (1906); and Schumacher (1970) opined that despite his 

growing skepticism, Rizal never completely abandoned his faith. He 

continued to believe in God and the importance of spirituality. 

However, he rejected blind faith and dogmatic adherence to 

religious doctrine. Instead, he sought to understand the world 

through reason and empirical observation. Rizal's religious beliefs 

can be seen as a blend of traditional Catholicism and modern 

thought. He embraced the spiritual teachings of Christianity while 

rejecting its dogmatic and authoritarian aspects. He was a critical 

thinker who sought to reconcile faith and reason (Agoncillo 1990; 

Retana 1906; Schumacher 1970; Constantino 1975; Guerrero 1998). 

 

The Impact of Religion on Rizal's Nationalism 

Rizal's religious beliefs also played a significant role in 

shaping his nationalist consciousness. He saw the Catholic Church 

as both a source of comfort and a tool of oppression. He criticized 

the Church's complicity in the exploitation of the Filipino people 

and its role in perpetuating the colonial system. However, Rizal also 

recognized the positive contributions of the Catholic Church to 
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Philippine society. He acknowledged the role of the Church in 

preserving Filipino culture and identity. He also appreciated the 

Church's emphasis on education and social welfare 

(Agoncillo,1990; Retana, 1906; and Schumacher, 1970). 

In so many ways, religion played a complex role in Rizal's 

early life. While he was raised as a devout Catholic, he eventually 

developed a more critical and nuanced understanding of faith. His 

experiences with the Church, both positive and negative, shaped his 

worldview and influenced his nationalist ideals (Agoncillo, 1990).    

His encounters with different religious beliefs and practices 

during his travels to Europe. Jose Rizal's sojourn in Europe exposed 

him to a diverse tapestry of religious beliefs and practices. His 

encounters with different faiths and cultures broadened his 

worldview and challenged his religious convictions. This exposure 

significantly shaped his understanding of religion and its role in 

society (Retana,1906). 

As a devout Catholic, He was initially drawn to the Catholic 

churches and cathedrals of Europe. He admired their grandeur and 

historical significance. However, he also noticed the differences 

between Catholicism in the Philippines and Europe. European 

Catholicism, particularly in countries like Spain and Italy, was more 

liberal and less dogmatic. The Church in Europe was also more 

closely aligned with the intellectual and cultural movements of the 

Enlightenment (Schumacher 1970). 

While sojourning in Europe, Rizal encountered various 

Protestant denominations, including Lutheranism, Calvinism, and 

Anglicanism. These Protestant churches emphasized individual 

interpretation of the Bible and a personal relationship with God. 

Rizal was intrigued by the Protestant emphasis on individual 

conscience and the rejection of clerical authority. He also admired 
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the Protestant work ethic and their commitment to education and 

social reform (Constantino, 1975).    

In his account, Guerrero (1998) revealed Rizal's exposure to 

other religions, such as Islam, Judaism, and Buddhism. This 

broadened his understanding of religious diversity. He was 

fascinated by the Islamic emphasis on monotheism and the rich 

cultural heritage of Islamic civilizations. He also admired the Jewish 

people's resilience and their strong sense of identity. Rizal's 

encounter with Buddhism was particularly significant. He was 

drawn to the Buddhist philosophy of non-violence, compassion, and 

enlightenment. He saw parallels between Buddhist teachings and 

Christian ideals, such as the importance of love, forgiveness, and 

self-sacrifice. 

 

The Impact of Rizal's Religious Beliefs on His Literary Works 

Jose Rizal's religious beliefs were a complex blend of 

traditional Catholicism and Enlightenment thought. While he was 

raised in a devout Catholic family, his exposure to different cultures 

and ideas during his travels to Europe led him to question the 

dogmas and practices of the Church. This critical perspective is 

evident in his two most famous novels, Noli Me Tángere and El 

Filibusterismo. 

One of the central themes in both novels is the critique of 

religious hypocrisy and the abuse of power by the clergy. Rizal 

exposes the moral decay of the friars, who are depicted as corrupt, 

ignorant, and oppressive. He highlights their involvement in various 

scandals, including sexual misconduct, financial corruption, and 

political manipulation (Agoncillo, 1990). 

In Noli Me Tángere, for example, the character of Padre 

Damaso is a caricature of a corrupt and hypocritical friar. He is 
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shown to be arrogant, ignorant, and cruel, using his position of 

power to exploit and oppress the Filipino people. Similarly, in El 

Filibusterismo, the character of Padre Salvi is portrayed as a 

villainous figure who uses religion to justify his selfish desires 

(Retana, 1906). 

Rizal's critique of the church was not merely a personal attack 

but a broader indictment of the institution's role in perpetuating 

colonial oppression. He argued that the Church had failed to fulfill 

its moral and social obligations and had instead become a tool of the 

Spanish colonial government (Schumacher,1970). Despite his 

criticism of the Church, Rizal did not abandon his faith entirely. He 

continued to believe in the importance of spirituality and the power 

of prayer. However, he advocated for a more enlightened and 

tolerant form of religion. He called for a Church that would be more 

responsive to the needs of the people and less concerned with 

dogmatic orthodoxy.  

In Noli Me Tángere, Rizal highlights the importance of 

religious tolerance and understanding. He portrays characters from 

different religious backgrounds who coexist peacefully. He also 

emphasizes the need for interfaith dialogue and cooperation 

(Constantino 1975). 

 

A Friendship Forged in Ink: Rizal and Blumentritt 

Agoncillo 1990; Retana 1906; Schumacher 1970; and 

Constantino 1975, pointed out that in the heart of the 19th century, 

a remarkable friendship blossomed between two men bound by a 

shared passion for knowledge and a dream of a free Philippines. 

Despite being separated by thousands of miles, José Rizal, a young 

Filipino intellectual, and Ferdinand Blumentritt, an Austrian 

ethnologist, forged a deep and enduring bond through the written 
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word. Agoncillo (1998) mentioned that their connection began in 

1886, when Rizal, studying in Europe, reached out to Blumentritt, 

an expert on the Philippines. Intrigued by Rizal's intelligence and 

dedication, Blumentritt eagerly responded. Their subsequent 

correspondence became a lifeline, a means of sharing ideas, seeking 

advice, and offering mutual support. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 9: Ferdinand Blumentritt, Mentor and Best friend of Jose Rizal 

  Source: Pepealas.wordpress.com 
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Through their letters, Rizal and Blumentritt discussed a wide 

range of topics, from the history and culture of the Philippines to the 

challenges faced by Filipinos under Spanish colonial rule. They 

debated the merits of different educational systems, the importance 

of language, and the potential for social and political reform. Their 

conversations were marked by a deep intellectual curiosity and a 

shared belief in the power of education to liberate minds (Agoncillo, 

1990).    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 Fig. 10:  Farewell Letter of Rizal to Blumentritt 

 Source: Ambeth Ocampo 
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Blumentritt, with his extensive knowledge of the Philippines, 

provided Rizal with valuable insights and resources. He helped 

Rizal connect with other European scholars and activists, expanding 

his network and increasing his influence. In return, Rizal shared his 

firsthand experiences of life in the Philippines, offering Blumentritt 

a unique perspective on the country's struggles and aspirations 

(Retana, 1906). 

Beyond their intellectual exchanges, Rizal and Blumentritt 

developed a strong emotional bond. They confided in each other 

about their hopes and fears, their joys and sorrows. They offered 

words of encouragement and support during difficult times, 

reminding each other of the importance of perseverance and faith 

(Schumacher,1970). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 Fig. 11: A Postcard sent by Ferdinand Blumentritt to Jose Rizal 

 Source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/28098727@N00/24989727081 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/28098727@N00/24989727081
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In his account, Constantino (1975) revealed that their 

friendship was not without its challenges. Distance, language 

barriers, and differing cultural backgrounds could have easily 

hindered their connection. However, their unwavering commitment 

to their friendship and their shared ideals allowed them to overcome 

these obstacles. As Rizal's involvement in the Philippine 

independence movement intensified, his letters to Blumentritt 

became increasingly urgent and passionate. He sought Blumentritt's 

advice on strategic matters, shared his fears about the risks he was 

taking, and expressed his hope for a better future for his homeland. 

Blumentritt, in turn, offered unwavering support, encouraging 

Rizal to remain steadfast in his convictions. He warned Rizal of the 

dangers he faced but also expressed his admiration for his courage 

and determination. Despite the distance and the challenges, Rizal 

and Blumentritt's friendship remained strong until Rizal's tragic 

execution in 1896. Blumentritt continued to honor his friend's 

memory, promoting Rizal's works and advocating for Philippine 

independence (Zaide, 1990; Agoncillo, 1995). 

Agoncillo (1995) accounts that the letters exchanged between 

Rizal and Blumentritt offer a fascinating glimpse into the minds of 

two extraordinary individuals. They reveal the depth of their 

friendship, intellectual curiosity, and shared commitment to social 

justice and human rights. Rizal and Blumentritt's friendship is a 

testament to the power of human connection, the transformative 

power of ideas, and the enduring legacy of those who fight for 

freedom and justice. It reminds us that even in the darkest of times, 

hope and friendship can prevail. 
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The Role of Religion in Social Reform 

Rizal believed that religion could be a powerful force for 

social change. He argued that the Church should be a moral compass 

for society, promoting justice, equality, and human dignity. 

However, he also recognized the potential for religion to be used as 

a tool of oppression. 

Agoncillo (1995) and Zaide (1990) opined that in both Noli 

Me Tángere and El Filibusterismo, Rizal explores the relationship 

between religion and politics. He shows how religion can be 

manipulated by political leaders to achieve their ends. He also 

highlights the importance of separating Church and State to ensure 

religious freedom and political independence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Fig. 12: Rizal’s Noli Mi Tangere and El Filibustirismo 

 Source: https://www.philippinemasonry.org/jose-rizal.html 

https://www.philippinemasonry.org/jose-rizal.html
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Rizal's literary works have had a profound impact on 

Philippine society. His critique of religious hypocrisy and his call 

for social reform continue to resonate today. By exposing the abuses 

of the Church and the Spanish colonial government, Rizal inspired 

a generation of Filipinos to fight for independence and social justice. 

Rizal's legacy is a reminder of the power of the written word to 

challenge injustice and promote change. His novels continue to 

inspire readers to think critically, question authority, and strive for a 

better future (Agoncillo, 1995; Zaide, 1990). 

 

Rizal's Artistic and Literary Pursuits During His Formative Years  

Imagine a young Jose Rizal, a curious and imaginative boy 

growing up in the idyllic town of Calamba. Little did anyone know 

that this seemingly ordinary child would one day become a literary 

giant and a national hero. 

Agoncillo (1998) describes that even as a young boy, Rizal 

showed a natural talent for the arts. He was particularly gifted in 

painting and sculpture. He would often spend hours sketching 

landscapes, portraits, and religious figures. His early artistic 

endeavors were influenced by the works of European masters, which 

he studied with great enthusiasm. One of Rizal's most notable 

artistic creations during his formative years was a sculpture of the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus. This sculpture, crafted with great care and 

detail, showcased his skill and devotion. It was a testament to his 

artistic talent and his deep religious faith. 

Rizal's literary talents were equally impressive. He began 

writing poetry at a young age, inspired by the works of Spanish and 

Filipino poets. His early poems, such as "Sa Aking Mga Kabata" (To 

My Fellow Youth), reflected his love for his country and his 

aspirations for its future (Agoncillo, 1998). As he grew older, Rizal's 
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literary ambitions expanded. He delved into the world of fiction, 

writing short stories and plays that explored themes of love, loss, 

and social injustice. These early works showcased his talent for 

storytelling and his ability to evoke strong emotions in his readers. 

 Agoncillo (1995); and Zaide (1990) revealed that Rizal's time 

at the Ateneo Municipal de Manila was a period of intense 

intellectual and artistic growth. The Jesuit priests who taught at the 

Ateneo encouraged their students to pursue their passions and 

develop their talents. Joaquin (1990) and Mojares (1995) revealed 

that Rizal, ever eager to learn, excelled in his studies and devoted 

himself to various artistic pursuits. During his time at the Ateneo, 

Rizal continued to write poetry and short stories. He also 

experimented with different literary genres, including drama and 

satire. His works from this period often reflected his growing 

awareness of social issues and his desire to challenge the status quo  

Rizal's artistic and literary pursuits during his formative years 

laid the foundation for his later achievements. His early works, 

while often overlooked, reveal the depth of his talent and the breadth 

of his interests. They also provide valuable insights into his evolving 

worldview and his growing commitment to social reform. Rizal's 

legacy as a writer and artist continues to inspire generations of 

Filipinos. His works have been translated into numerous languages 

and have been studied by scholars around the world. His impact on 

Philippine literature and culture is undeniable, and his contributions 

to the nation's struggle for independence are immeasurable 

(Ocampo, 1990; Quirino, 1961). 

Rizal's early writings often explored themes of love, loss, and 

longing. His poems, for example, were filled with romantic and 

sentimental imagery. However, as he grew older, his focus shifted to 

more serious themes, such as social injustice, political corruption, 

and national identity.  In his later works, Rizal used satire and irony 
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to expose the hypocrisy and corruption of the Spanish colonial 

regime. He also employed symbolism to convey deeper meanings 

and to evoke emotional responses from his readers (Joaquin, 1990; 

Mojares, 1995). 

Rizal's artistic and literary pursuits during his formative years 

laid the foundation for his later achievements. His early works, 

though often overlooked, are essential to understanding the 

development of his thought and his eventual emergence as a national 

hero. 

 

The Impact of Rizal's Early Education on His Later Writings 

Imagine a young Jose Rizal, a curious and bright-eyed boy 

growing up in the idyllic town of Calamba. Little did anyone know 

that this seemingly ordinary child would one day become a literary 

giant and a national hero. 

According to Zaide (1990) and Agoncillo (1990), Rizal's 

formal education began at home, under the tutelage of his mother, 

Teodora Alonso. She was quite the intellectual, and she instilled in 

her son a love for learning and a strong moral compass. Teodora 

taught Rizal the basics of reading, writing, and arithmetic, but more 

importantly, she nurtured his curiosity and his imagination. Imagine 

a young Rizal, sitting by his mother's side, poring over books and 

discussing ideas. It was during these early years that the seeds of his 

intellectual curiosity were sown.    

The local parish priest also played a significant role in Rizal's 

early education. He provided religious instruction and guided Rizal's 

spiritual development. However, the priest's teachings also exposed 

Rizal to the hypocrisy and corruption of some members of the 

clergy. This firsthand experience would later inform his critical 
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analysis of the Church's role in Philippine society (Agoncillo, 1990; 

Zaide, 1990). 

Rizal's time at the Ateneo Municipal de Manila was a pivotal 

period in his development. The Jesuit priests, with their emphasis on 

discipline and intellectual rigor, provided him with the perfect 

environment to hone his skills. The Ateneo's curriculum was 

rigorous, and Rizal excelled in his studies. He was particularly gifted 

in languages, mathematics, and the arts. The Jesuits encouraged 

their students to think critically and to question authority. This 

intellectual stimulation fueled Rizal's desire to learn and explore the 

world around him.    

Rizal's early education, both at home and at school, instilled in 

him a strong sense of national identity and a deep love for his 

country. He was exposed to the rich cultural heritage of the 

Philippines, and he developed a keen awareness of the injustices and 

inequalities that plagued his homeland. 

This sense of nationalism, coupled with his intellectual 

curiosity and critical thinking skills, would eventually lead Rizal to 

write his groundbreaking novels, Noli Me Tángere and El 

Filibusterismo. These novels are powerful critiques of Spanish 

colonial rule and call for social and political reform. 

In essence, Rizal's early education laid the foundation for his 

later literary achievements. His exposure to different ideas, his love 

for learning, and his critical thinking skills all contributed to the 

development of his unique voice and perspective.    
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Learning Tasks for Chapter I: Jose Rizal: The Formative Years 

of a Young Genius 

 

1. Research and analysis:  

O Research the historical and cultural context of the 

Philippines during the Spanish colonial period. 

O Analyze the impact of Rizal's family background and 

upbringing on his development. 

O Evaluate the significance of Rizal's early education and 

his exposure to different cultures. 

2. Critical thinking and discussion:  

O Discuss the factors that contributed to Rizal's intellectual 

curiosity and thirst for knowledge. 

O Analyze the challenges and opportunities that Rizal 

faced during his formative years. 

O Debate the role of education in shaping individuals and 

societies. 

3. Creative expression:  

O Write a short story or poem from the perspective of a 

young Rizal, reflecting on his experiences and 

aspirations. 

O Create a timeline illustrating the key events in Rizal's 

early life. 

O Design a poster or infographic highlighting the important 

people and places that influenced Rizal's development. 
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4. Presentation and communication:  

O Present a research paper or oral presentation on a specific 

aspect of Rizal's early life. 

O Participate in class discussions and debates on various 

topics related to the chapter. 

O Collaborate with classmates to create a group project, 

such as a role-play or a documentary. 
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CHAPTER II 

JOSE RIZAL: THE EUROPEAN AWAKENING 

“I have to believe much in God because I have lost my faith in man” – Dr. 

Jose P. Rizal 

 

Introduction 

Imagine a time, not so long ago, when Europe was shrouded 

in the darkness of the Middle Ages. A time when knowledge was 

confined to the monasteries, and innovation was stifled by tradition. 

But then, a spark ignited, a spark that would illuminate the continent 

and usher in a new era of exploration, scientific discovery, and 

artistic expression. 

This spark, often referred to as the European Renaissance, was 

a period of profound cultural and intellectual change. It was a time 

when people began to question the old ways of thinking, to 

challenge authority, and to embrace new ideas.    

According to Burke, 2014; and Goldthwaite, 2009, the seeds 

of the Renaissance were sown in the 14th century, during a period 

of significant social and economic upheaval. The Black Death, a 

devastating pandemic, swept across Europe, killing millions of 

people. This tragic event led to a decline in the feudal system and 

the rise of a new social order.    

At the same time, the growth of trade and commerce brought 

increased wealth and prosperity to European cities. This economic 

boom fueled a demand for luxury goods, art, and education. As a 

result, cities like Florence, Venice, and Rome became centers of 

cultural and intellectual activity (Burke, 2014; Goldthwaite, 2009). 

The Renaissance was a period of rebirth. It was a time when people 

rediscovered the classical works of ancient Greece and Rome. 
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Scholars and artists began to study these texts and to draw 

inspiration from the beauty and wisdom of the classical world.    

One of the most significant developments of the Renaissance 

was the rise of humanism. Humanists emphasize the dignity and 

worth of the individual. They believed that humans had the potential 

to achieve great things through education and reason. This new 

emphasis on human potential led to a flowering of creativity in the 

arts and sciences.    

The Renaissance also gave rise to the Scientific Revolution. 

Scientists such as Galileo Galilei, Nicolaus Copernicus, and Isaac 

Newton challenged traditional beliefs about the universe and the 

natural world. They used observation, experimentation, and 

mathematical analysis to develop new theories and to advance our 

understanding of the physical world (Kuhn, 1996; Westfall, 1993). 

The Scientific Revolution had a profound impact on society. It led 

to the development of new technologies, such as the telescope and 

the microscope, which revolutionized the way people saw the world. 

It also challenged the authority of the Church and paved the way for 

the Enlightenment.   

 Gay (1966); and Israel (2001) give their insights that the 

Enlightenment, a philosophical movement that emerged in the 17th 

and 18th centuries, was built on the foundations laid by the 

Renaissance and the Scientific Revolution. Enlightenment thinkers 

emphasized reason, individualism, and progress. They believed that 

through the application of reason, humans could solve the problems 

of society and create a better future.  Enlightenment ideas inspired 

political and social reforms. They led to the American and French 

Revolutions, which challenged the traditional authority of monarchs 

and aristocrats. The Enlightenment also gave rise to new ideas about 

government, economics, and education.  The authors stressed that it 

was a period of great intellectual and cultural ferment, marked by 
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significant advances in science, art, and philosophy. The ideas and 

innovations of the Renaissance and the Enlightenment continue to 

shape our world today.  

   

Intended Learning Outcomes 

By the end of this Chapter II, students should be able to: 

1. Explain the historical context of the European Renaissance 

and the Enlightenment. 

2. Analyze the key ideas and figures of the Renaissance and 

Enlightenment. 

3. Compare and contrast the intellectual and cultural 

developments of the Renaissance and Enlightenment. 

4.  Evaluate the impact of the Renaissance and Enlightenment on 

European society, politics, and culture. 

1. Apply knowledge of the Renaissance and Enlightenment 

to contemporary issues and challenges. 

5. Effectively communicate their understanding of the 

Renaissance and Enlightenment through written and oral 

presentations. 

6. Critically analyze primary and secondary sources related to the 

Renaissance and Enlightenment. 

7. Conduct independent research on specific aspects of the 

Renaissance and Enlightenment. 

 

 

 



53 
 

A New World Awaits: The Rise of the Filipino Nation 

Agoncillo (1990) vividly described Rizal's journey that began 

in Singapore, a bustling port city that served as a gateway to the 

East. Here, he experienced the diverse cultures and religions of 

Southeast Asia, a stark contrast to the predominantly Catholic 

Philippines. He observed the cosmopolitan nature of Singapore, 

with its blend of Chinese, Malay, Indian, and European influences. 

From Singapore, Rizal traveled to Colombo, the capital of Ceylon 

(now Sri Lanka). This island nation, with its rich history and exotic 

culture, fascinated Rizal. He was particularly intrigued by the 

Buddhist temples and the ancient ruins of Anuradhapura and 

Polonnaruwa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 13: While studying in Europe, Jose Rizal (in photo with Juan Luna, left,  

in the middle, Jose Rizal, and Valentin Ventura) was passionate about 

fencing 

  Source: Wikimedia Commons 
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Agoncillo’s (1990), trajectory revealed that Rizal's next stop 

was Egypt, a land steeped in ancient history. He was captivated by 

the pyramids of Giza and the Sphinx, and he marveled at the timeless 

beauty of the Nile River. Egypt's rich cultural heritage and its 

strategic location at the crossroads of Europe, Asia, and Africa left a 

lasting impression on Rizal. From Egypt, Rizal traveled to Italy, the 

heart of the Renaissance. He visited Rome, Florence, and Venice, 

immersing himself in the art, architecture, and history of these iconic 

cities. He was particularly impressed by the works of Renaissance 

masters such as Michelangelo, Leonardo da Vinci, and Raphael. 

In Paris, Rizal enrolled at the University of Paris, where he 

studied medicine and philosophy. He also attended lectures at the 

Sorbonne, one of the most prestigious universities in the world. Paris 

was a vibrant and cosmopolitan city, and Rizal quickly became a 

part of its intellectual and artistic scene (Agoncillo, 1990). 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 14: Rizal’s Abode in Paris, France 

 Source: https://www.streetsigns.co.il/Images/extra/c7298.jpg 
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During his time in Paris, Rizal formed close friendships with 

other Filipino expatriates, including Juan Luna, Felix Resurreccion 

Hidalgo, and Graciano Lopez-Jaena. These friendships would prove 

to be invaluable in the years to come (Agoncillo, 1990). 

Agoncillo (1990) continued that from Paris, Rizal traveled to 

Germany, where he enrolled at the University of Heidelberg. He 

studied medicine and ophthalmology under the renowned German 

physician, Dr. Otto Becker. Heidelberg was a center of intellectual 

and scientific innovation, and Rizal was exposed to the latest ideas 

and theories in medicine and science. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 15:  Rizal’s Statue in Germany 

 Source: Stiftung Asienhaus 
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In Heidelberg, Rizal also joined a group of Filipino students 

who were studying in Germany. They formed a close-knit 

community, sharing their hopes and dreams for the future of the 

Philippines. Agoncillo (1990); Zaide (1990); and Ocampo (2007), 

describe Rizal's experiences in Europe with profound and deep 

impact on his worldview. He witnessed the progress and prosperity 

of European nations, and he contrasted this with the backwardness 

and poverty of the Philippines under Spanish colonial rule. This 

stark contrast fueled his desire to liberate his country from Spanish 

domination. Rizal's exposure to European Enlightenment thought 

also influenced his nationalist ideas. He embraced the ideals of 

liberty, equality, and human rights. He believed that the Philippines 

could achieve greatness if it were free from colonial oppression and 

allowed to develop its own identity. 

His departure to Spain was a pivotal moment in his life and the 

history of the Philippines. His journey to Europe would ultimately 

lead to his martyrdom, but his legacy lives on. His writings, his 

ideas, and his sacrifices continue to inspire Filipinos to strive for a 

better future. Rizal's departure for Spain was a courageous act of 

defiance. It was a bold step towards a future that was both uncertain 

and hopeful. His journey would shape the course of Philippine 

history and inspire generations to come (Agoncillo, 1990; Zaide, 

1990; Ocampo, 2007; Schumacher, 1991; Constantino, 1975). 

Rizal's arrival in Madrid marked a significant turning point in 

his life. The vibrant city, filled with history, culture, and intellectual 

ferment, provided the perfect backdrop for his intellectual and 

personal growth. 
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Fig. 16: Rizal in Madrid c. 1882 

 Source: Ambeth R. Ocampo 

 

At the Central University of Madrid, Rizal immersed himself 

in his studies, particularly in philosophy and letters. He was 

fascinated by the works of European philosophers like Kant, Hegel, 

and Nietzsche, and he began to develop a critical perspective on the 

world (Agoncillo, 1990; Zaide, 1990; Ocampo, 2007). 

Similarly, Agoncillo (1990); Zaide (1990); Ocampo (2007); 

Schumacher (1991); and Constantino (1975) posited that one of the 

most significant influences on Rizal during his time in Madrid was 

the Filipino expatriate community. He joined forces with other 

young Filipinos who shared his passion for reform and 

independence. Together, they formed the Circulo Hispano-Filipino, 

a cultural organization that aimed to promote Philippine culture and 

raise awareness of the plight of the Filipino people. 
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In 1885, Rizal left Madrid for Paris, drawn to the city's vibrant 

intellectual and artistic scene. He enrolled at the University of Paris, 

where he studied ophthalmology under the renowned Dr. Louis de 

Wecker. Paris was a city of dreams, and Rizal embraced its 

cosmopolitan atmosphere. He frequented art galleries, museums, 

and theaters, immersing himself in the works of great artists and 

thinkers. He also joined various social and cultural clubs, where he 

met people from all over the world (Agoncillo, 1990; Zaide, 1990; 

Ocampo, 2007). 

While in Europe, Rizal's nationalist consciousness began to 

grow. He witnessed the progress and prosperity of European nations, 

and he contrasted this with the backwardness and poverty of the 

Philippines under Spanish colonial rule. This stark contrast fueled 

his desire to liberate his country from Spanish domination. Rizal's 

experiences in Europe also shaped his understanding of colonialism 

and imperialism. He saw firsthand the exploitation of colonized 

peoples and the destructive impact of colonial rule. This knowledge 

would inform his writings and inspire his activism (Agoncillo, 1990; 

Zaide, 1990; Ocampo, 2007). 

 

The Seeds of Literary Genius 

Several authors like Agoncillo (1990); Zaide (1990); and 

Ocampo, 2007) posited that it was during his time in Europe that 

Rizal began to write his most significant works. Inspired by his 

experiences and observations, he penned Noli Me Tángere, a 

scathing critique of Spanish colonial society. The novel exposed the 

corruption, hypocrisy, and oppression of the Spanish colonial 

regime Rizal's writing style was influenced by European literary 

traditions, particularly Realism and Naturalism. He used these 

literary techniques to create vivid and realistic portrayals of 
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Philippine society. His characters were complex and multifaceted, 

and his prose was both beautiful and powerful. 

Rizal's time in Europe was a transformative experience. It 

shaped his intellectual, political, and artistic development. He 

emerged from this period as a well-rounded individual, a skilled 

writer, and a dedicated nationalist (Agoncillo, 1990; Zaide, 1990; 

Ocampo, 2007). Rizal's legacy continues to inspire Filipinos to this 

day. His writings and his sacrifices have had a profound impact on 

Philippine history and culture. He is remembered as a hero, a martyr, 

and a symbol of hope (Agoncillo, 1990; Zaide, 1990; Ocampo, 

2007). By studying Rizal's experiences in Europe, we can gain a 

deeper understanding of his intellectual and political development. 

His journey was a testament to his courage, his intelligence, and his 

unwavering commitment to his country. 

 

Madrid: A Crucible of Intellectual Growth 

Rizal's arrival in Madrid marked a significant turning point in 

his life. The vibrant city, steeped in history, culture, and intellectual 

ferment, provided the perfect backdrop for his intellectual and 

personal growth. 

At the Central University of Madrid, Rizal immersed himself 

in his studies, particularly in philosophy and letters. He was 

fascinated by the works of European philosophers like Kant, Hegel, 

and Nietzsche, and he began to develop a critical perspective on the 

world (Agoncillo, 1990; Zaide, 1990; Ocampo, 2007; Schumacher, 

1991; Constantino, 1975). 
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 Fig. 17: Statue of Rizal in Spain 

 Source: https://medium.com/@PinkyRoxas/chasing-rizal-in-madrid- 

 d2255196726f 
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Sicat (2019) underscores Rizal’s influences when he was in 

Spain. One of the most significant influences on Rizal during his 

time in Madrid was the Filipino expatriate community. He joined 

forces with other young Filipinos who shared his passion for reform 

and independence. Together, they formed the Circulo Hispano-

Filipino, a cultural organization that aimed to promote Philippine 

culture and raise awareness of the plight of the Filipino people. 

 

A Parisian Interlude: A Hub of Art and Science 

In 1885, Rizal left Madrid for Paris, drawn to the city's vibrant 

intellectual and artistic scene (Agoncillo, 1990). He enrolled at the 

University of Paris, where he studied ophthalmology under the 

renowned Dr. Louis de Wecker. Paris was a city of dreams, and Rizal 

embraced its cosmopolitan atmosphere. He frequented art galleries, 

museums, and theaters, immersing himself in the works of great 

artists and thinkers. He also joined various social and cultural clubs, 

where he met people from all over the world (Agoncillo, 1990). 

Rizal's experiences in Europe had a profound impact on his 

worldview. He witnessed the progress and prosperity of European 

nations, and he contrasted this with the backwardness and poverty 

of the Philippines under Spanish colonial rule. This stark contrast 

fueled his desire to liberate his country from Spanish domination 

(Agoncillo, 1990). Rizal's exposure to European Enlightenment 

thought also influenced his nationalist ideas. He embraced the ideals 

of liberty, equality, and human rights. He believed that the 

Philippines could achieve greatness if it were free from colonial 

oppression and allowed to develop its own identity (Agoncillo, 

1990). 

It was during his time in Europe that Rizal began to write his 

most significant works. Inspired by his experiences and 
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observations, he penned Noli Me Tángere, a scathing critique of 

Spanish colonial society. The novel exposed the corruption, 

hypocrisy, and oppression of the Spanish colonial regime 

(Agoncillo, 1990). 

Rizal's writing style was influenced by European literary 

traditions, particularly Realism and Naturalism. He used these 

literary techniques to create vivid and realistic portrayals of 

Philippine society. His characters were complex and multifaceted, 

and his prose was both beautiful and powerful (Agoncillo, 1990). 

 

A Deeper Look into Rizal's Writings 

Noli Me Tángere and El Filibusterismo are not merely works 

of fiction; they are powerful social and political commentaries. 

Through his characters, Rizal exposed the injustices of Spanish 

colonialism and the hypocrisy of the Catholic Church. He also 

explored themes of love, loss, and redemption (Agoncillo, 1990). 

Noli Me Tángere is a classic example of the Bildungsroman, a 

novel that traces the development of a young protagonist. The novel 

follows the life of Crisostomo Ibarra, a young Filipino who returns 

to his homeland after studying in Europe. Ibarra's experiences 

expose the corruption and oppression of Spanish colonial society, 

and he becomes a symbol of hope and resistance (Retana, 1906). 

El Filibusterismo, Rizal's second novel, is a more radical and 

pessimistic work. It depicts a Philippines that is on the brink of 

revolution. The novel's protagonist, Simon, is a disillusioned and 

embittered character who seeks to overthrow the Spanish colonial 

government through violence (Retana, 1906). 
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The Impact of Rizal's European Experience 

According to Borla (2023); and Agoncillo (1990),  Rizal's time 

in Europe was a transformative experience. It shaped his 

intellectual, political, and artistic development. He emerged from 

this period as a well-rounded individual, a skilled writer, and a 

dedicated. Rizal's legacy continues to inspire Filipinos to this day. 

His writings, his ideas, and his sacrifices have had a profound impact 

on Philippine history and culture. He is remembered as a hero, a 

martyr, and a symbol of hope (Agoncillo, 1990).    

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 18: Bronze statues of a Spanish friar, a Spanish soldier, and José Rizal 

(centre), Manila 
  Source: https://www.britannica.com/topic/La-Solidaridad 
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By studying Rizal's experiences in Europe, we can gain a 

deeper understanding of his intellectual and political development. 

His journey was a testament to his courage, his intelligence, and his 

unwavering commitment to his homeland (Agoncillo, 1990). 

 

A Brotherhood of Patriots: Rizal and the Filipino Exiles 

Rizal's time in Europe was not just about academic pursuits. It 

was also a period of intense nationalist activity, fueled by his 

interactions with fellow Filipino exiles. These individuals, united by 

their shared love for the Philippines and their desire for reform, 

formed a powerful force for change (Agoncillo, 1990; 

Britannica.com (n.d). 

One of Rizal's closest companions in Europe was Graciano 

Lopez Jaena. A brilliant orator and journalist, Jaena founded La 

Solidaridad, a newspaper that became the voice of the Filipino 

reform movement. Rizal frequently contributed to La Solidaridad, 

using its pages to expose the injustices of Spanish colonial rule 

(Philippine Embassy – Madrid, Spain (2024); Agoncillo, 1990).    

Another important figure in Rizal's life was Marcelo H. del 

Pilar. Del Pilar was a skilled writer and a fierce advocate for 

Philippine independence. He worked closely with Rizal to promote 

reforms and rally support for the Filipino cause. Del Pilar's sharp wit 

and political acumen made him a valuable ally in the fight for 

Philippine rights (Agoncillo, 1990).    

Rizal also formed strong bonds with other European Filipino 

students, such as Antonio Luna, a talented painter and soldier, and 

Juan Luna, a renowned artist. These friendships provided emotional 

support and intellectual stimulation, and they helped to strengthen 

Rizal's resolve to fight for his country (Agoncillo, 1990). 
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Together, these Filipino exiles formed a powerful network of 

intellectuals and activists. They worked tirelessly to raise awareness 

of the Philippines' plight and to mobilize support for the reform 

movement. Their writings, speeches, and political activities 

significantly impacted the course of Philippine history (Agoncillo, 

1990). Through their collective efforts, Rizal and his fellow exiles 

were able to expose the abuses of Spanish colonial rule and inspire 

a generation of Filipinos to fight for independence. Their legacy 

continues to inspire us to this day (Agoncillo, 1990). 

 

The Influence of European Intellectual Currents 

Jose Rizal's exposure to European Enlightenment thought was 

a pivotal moment in his intellectual and political development. The 

ideas of Enlightenment thinkers like Voltaire, Rousseau, and Kant 

resonated deeply with Rizal, shaping his worldview and inspiring 

his nationalist aspirations. 

One of these thinkers was Voltaire. Voltaire a prominent 

French Enlightenment thinker, was a fierce critic of religious 

intolerance and political absolutism. He advocated for freedom of 

speech, freedom of religion, and the separation of Church and State 

(Agoncillo, 1990).  Rizal, influenced by Voltaire's ideas, challenged 

the Catholic Church's dominance in the Philippines. He criticized 

the clergy's abuse of power and their role in perpetuating social 

injustice. In his novels, Noli Me Tángere and El Filibusterismo, 

Rizal exposed the hypocrisy and corruption of the friars, 

highlighting the need for religious tolerance and freedom of thought 

(Agoncillo, 1990).    

Jean-Jacques Rousseau, another influential Enlightenment 

thinker, emphasized the importance of individual liberty and the 

social contract. He argued that individuals should have the right to 

self-governance and that governments should be based on the 
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consent of the governed (Rousseau, 1762). Rizal's nationalist 

aspirations were influenced by Rousseau's ideas. He believed that 

the Filipino people had the right to self-determination and that they 

should be free from foreign domination. In his writings, Rizal 

advocated for a democratic and republican form of government, 

where the power would rest with the people (Agoncillo, 1990). 

Immanuel Kant, a German philosopher, developed a complex 

ethical theory based on the concept of the categorical imperative. 

This moral principle states that one should act only according to that 

maxim whereby you can, at the same time, will that it should 

become a universal law (Kant, 1785).  Kant's emphasis on reason 

and morality resonated with Rizal. He believed that Filipinos should 

strive for moral perfection and use reason to guide their actions. 

Rizal's writings often reflect Kantian ideas, as he calls for a moral 

regeneration of Philippine society (Agoncillo, 1990). 

 

The Role of Language and Translation 

No one can underestimate the power of words. Jose Rizal, the 

Philippines' national hero, understood the power of language. He 

recognized that language is not merely a tool for communication, 

but also a weapon for social and political change. Through his 

writings, Rizal used language to expose the injustices of Spanish 

colonial rule and to inspire his countrymen to fight for independence 

(Agoncillo, 1990). 

Rizal glides with the role of the Spanish language. Agoncillo 

(1990) depicted that Spanish was the language of the colonizers, and 

it was the language of power and prestige in the Philippines. Rizal, 

being a product of the Spanish education system, was fluent in 

Spanish. He used Spanish to write his most famous works, Noli Me 

Tángere and El Filibusterismo. 
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However, Rizal also recognized the limitations of Spanish. It 

was the language of the oppressor, and it could not fully capture the 

nuances of Filipino culture and identity (Agoncillo, 1990). It was for 

this reason that Rizal began to explore the potential of Tagalog, the 

native language of many Filipinos. He believed that Tagalog could 

be used to express the unique experiences and aspirations of the 

Filipino people (Ocampo, 2021). 

Agoncillio (1990) remarked that Rizal was a strong advocate 

for the Filipino language. He believed that a nation's language 

reflected its identity and culture. He encouraged Filipinos to use 

their native language, Tagalog, in their daily lives and their writings. 

Rizal's efforts to promote the Filipino language were part of his 

broader nationalist agenda. He believed that by using the Filipino 

language, Filipinos could assert their cultural identity and challenge 

Spanish colonial domination. 

Rizal used language as a tool to expose the injustices of 

Spanish colonial rule. His novels, Noli Me Tángere and El 

Filibusterismo, were written in Spanish, but they were intended for 

a Filipino audience. By writing in Spanish, Rizal was able to reach 

a wider audience and challenge the Spanish colonial discourse. 

Through his writings, Rizal also sought to educate the Filipino 

people about their history and culture. He used language to inspire 

them to fight for their rights and to dream of a better future. His 

novels and essays were filled with patriotic fervor and a call to 

action. 

Rizal's legacy as a writer and linguist continues to inspire 

Filipinos to this day. His use of language to challenge the status quo 

and to promote national identity has had a lasting impact on 

Philippine society. Today, the Filipino language is widely spoken 

and used in various domains, from education to government. Rizal's 

efforts to promote the Filipino language helped to lay the foundation 
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for the development of a strong and vibrant Filipino culture. 

(Agoncillo, 1990; Ocampo, 2021; Zaide, 1999). 

By studying Rizal's use of language, we can gain a deeper 

understanding of his intellectual and political thought. His writings 

are a testament to the power of language to shape minds, inspire 

hearts, and change the world. 

 

The Impact of Rizal's Writings on the Philippine Revolution 

Jose Rizal's novels, Noli Me Tángere and El Filibusterismo, 

were more than just literary works. They were powerful catalysts for 

social and political change in the Philippines. These novels, imbued 

with a potent blend of satire, realism, and nationalism, inspired a 

generation of Filipinos to revolt against Spanish colonial oppression 

(Agoncillo, 1990; Ocampo, 2021; Zaide, 1999). 

Noli Me Tángere and El Filibusterismo served as mirrors 

reflecting the ills of Philippine society under Spanish colonial rule. 

Rizal's vivid portrayal of the abuses of power, corruption, and 

religious hypocrisy resonated with Filipinos from all walks of life. 

The characters in his novels, such as Crisostomo Ibarra, Elias, and 

Simoun, became symbols of resistance and hope (Agoncillo, 1990; 

Ocampo, 2021; Zaide, 1999). 

Rizal's novels sparked a nationalist consciousness among 

Filipinos. They exposed the hypocrisy and brutality of the Spanish 

colonial system, and they inspired Filipinos to dream of a better 

future. Rizal's writings awakened a sense of national identity and 

pride, and they motivated Filipinos to unite against a common 

enemy (Agoncillo, 1990; Ocampo, 2021; Zaide, 1999). Rizal's 

novels were more than just critiques of Spanish colonialism. They 

were also calling to action. He urged Filipinos to fight for their rights 

and to work for a better future. His writings inspired many Filipinos 
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to join the revolutionary movement and fight for independence 

(Agoncillo, 1990; Ocampo, 2021; Zaide, 1999). 

 

The Role of the Propaganda Movement 

Rizal's writings were instrumental in the formation of the 

Propaganda Movement, a group of Filipino intellectuals and 

reformers who sought to address the problems of the Philippines 

through peaceful means. The Propaganda Movement, inspired by 

Rizal's ideas, advocated for reforms such as greater autonomy for 

the Philippines, secularization of education, and equal rights for 

Filipinos (Agoncillo, 1990; Ocampo, 2021; Zaide, 1999). 

Jose Rizal's martyrdom in 1896 further galvanized the Filipino 

people. His execution became a symbol of the Filipino people's 

struggle for independence. His death sparked a revolution that 

would eventually lead to the establishment of the Philippine 

Republic. Rizal's legacy continues to inspire Filipinos to this day. 

His writings are still widely read and studied, and his ideas continue 

to shape the course of Philippine history. He is remembered as a 

hero, a martyr, and a symbol of hope (Agoncillo, 1990; Ocampo, 

2021; Zaide, 1999). 

Let's delve deeper into the specific ways in which Rizal's 

novels inspired and motivated Filipino revolutionaries including the 

role of symbolism and allegory. 

Jose Rizal, a master of literary craft, employed symbolism and 

allegory extensively in his novels, Noli Me Tángere and El 

Filibusterismo. These literary devices allowed him to critique the 

Spanish colonial regime, expose social injustices, and inspire a 

sense of nationalism among his countrymen, all while navigating the 

watchful eyes of Spanish authorities.  
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The Symbolism in Noli Me Tángere. 

Crisostomo Ibarra, the idealistic protagonist of Noli Me 

Tángere, embodies the hopes and aspirations of the Filipino people 

(Rizal, 1887). His return to the Philippines after seven years of study 

in Europe signifies a desire for change and progress. Ibarra is a 

symbol of the educated Filipino youth who, inspired by 

Enlightenment ideals, yearns to uplift their nation. His plans for a 

school, a hospital, and other progressive projects reflect his 

commitment to social and economic development. However, his 

noble intentions are constantly thwarted by the corrupt and 

oppressive colonial system. 

Maria Clara, the quintessential Filipina maiden, represents the 

innocence, purity, and virtue of the Filipino woman (Rizal, 1887). 

Her character is a complex blend of tradition and modernity, caught 

between the expectations of society and her desires. She is a symbol 

of the oppressed Filipino people who are longing for freedom but 

are constrained by societal norms and colonial domination. Her love 

for Ibarra is a testament to the power of love to transcend social 

barriers. However, her fate is a tragic one, reflecting the harsh 

realities of the time. 

Padre Damaso, the tyrannical friar, embodies the corrupt and 

hypocritical clergy who abuse their power to exploit and oppress the 

Filipino people (Rizal, 1887). His character is a scathing critique of 

the Church’s role in colonial society. His arrogance, cruelty, and 

hypocrisy are exposed through his interactions with Ibarra and other 

characters. His influence over the local government highlights the 

extent of the Church’s power and its complicity in the oppression of 

the Filipino people. 

Elias, the enigmatic revolutionary, represents the marginalized 

and oppressed sectors of society (Rizal,1887). He is a symbol of the 

darker side of the Filipino struggle for independence, willing to 
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resort to violence to achieve their goals. His character is a tragic 

figure, a victim of circumstance and societal injustice. His 

friendship with Ibarra highlights the contrast between the idealistic 

reformer and the hardened revolutionary. 

The San Diego family, led by the wealthy and influential 

Captain Tiago, represents the complicit elite who benefit from the 

colonial system (Rizal, 1887). They are characterized by their 

superficiality, materialism, and lack of moral compass. Their 

allegiance to the Spanish authorities and their indifference to the 

suffering of the masses highlight the role of the elite in perpetuating 

colonial oppression. 

The characters of Noli Me Tángere are not merely individuals 

with personal stories; they are symbols of broader social and 

political issues (Rizal, 1887). Through these characters, Rizal 

exposes the corrupt and oppressive nature of Spanish colonial rule. 

He critiques the hypocrisy of the Church, the exploitation of the 

masses, and the complicity of the elite. 

Crisostomo Ibarra’s character embodies the ideals of the 

Enlightenment, such as reason, progress, and individual liberty 

(Rizal, 1887). His desire to reform Philippine society through 

education and economic development is a testament to his belief in 

the power of knowledge and human potential. However, his idealism 

clashes with the harsh realities of colonial rule. His attempts to 

challenge the status quo are met with resistance from the powerful 

forces that benefit from the existing system. 

Maria Clara’s character is a complex and multifaceted 

portrayal of the Filipina woman (Rizal, 1887). She is both a victim 

and a symbol of hope. Her love for Ibarra is a powerful force that 

drives the narrative. However, her fate is a tragic one, highlighting 

the limitations imposed on women in a patriarchal society. Her 
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character also raises questions about the role of women in the 

struggle for independence. 

Padre Damaso’s character is a scathing indictment of the abuse 

of power by the clergy (Rizal, 1887). His arrogance, cruelty, and 

hypocrisy are exposed through his interactions with other 

characters. His influence over the local government highlights the 

extent of the Church’s power and its complicity in the oppression of 

the Filipino people. His character serves as a warning against the 

dangers of unchecked power and the abuse of authority. 

Elias’ character represents the revolutionary spirit that is 

emerging in the Philippines (Rizal, 1887). His willingness to resort 

to violence to achieve his goals reflects the desperation of the 

oppressed masses. His friendship with Ibarra highlights the tension 

between reform and revolution. His tragic fate is a reminder of the 

sacrifices that must be made to achieve freedom. 

The San Diego family represents the complicity of the elite in 

the colonial system (Rizal, 1887). Their superficiality, materialism, 

and lack of moral compass highlight the moral decay that has 

permeated Philippine society. Their allegiance to the Spanish 

authorities and their indifference to the suffering of the masses 

underscore the role of the elite in perpetuating colonial oppression. 

The characters of Noli Me Tángere are more than just fictional 

figures; they are symbols of the hopes, dreams, and struggles of the 

Filipino people (Rizal, 1887). Through these characters, Rizal 

exposes the injustices of Spanish colonial rule and inspires his 

readers to fight for a better future. The novel’s enduring legacy lies 

in its ability to resonate with readers across generations, reminding 

us of the importance of justice, freedom, and human dignity. 

In consonance, The characters of Noli Me Tángere are more 

than just fictional figures; they are symbols of the hopes, dreams, 
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and struggles of the Filipino people. Through these characters, Rizal 

exposes the injustices of Spanish colonial rule and inspires his 

readers to fight for a better future. The novel’s enduring legacy lies 

in its ability to resonate with readers across generations, reminding 

us of the importance of justice, freedom, and human dignity. 

 

A Deeper Dive into the Symbolic Characters of El Filibusterismo 

Simon, a wealthy jeweler, is a far cry from the idealistic 

Crisostomo Ibarra of Noli Me Tángere (Rizal, 1887). His 

transformation from a hopeful reformer to a disillusioned 

revolutionary reflects the growing frustration and anger of the 

Filipino people under Spanish colonial rule. The character of Simon 

is a complex and tragic figure, driven by a desire for revenge and a 

longing for justice. Simon’s wealth and influence allow him to 

manipulate events and people, but it also masks his true intentions. 

His opulent lifestyle and extravagant parties are a facade, concealing 

his revolutionary plans. His obsession with the Earring, a symbol of 

power and corruption, highlights his desire to overthrow the colonial 

regime (Rizal, 1887). 

Isagani, a young poet and idealist, represents the hopes and 

dreams of the Filipino youth (Rizal, 1887). Like Ibarra, he is a 

product of European education, but unlike Ibarra, he is more 

cautious and pragmatic. Isagani's love for Maria Clara's cousin, 

Paulita, fuels his desire for social and political change. However, 

Isagani's idealism is tempered by the harsh realities of colonial life. 

He recognizes the limitations of peaceful protest and the need for 

more radical action. His involvement in the revolutionary plot, 

though hesitant, demonstrates his growing disillusionment with the 

colonial system (Rizal, 1887). 
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Padre Salvi, a corrupt and power-hungry friar, is a continuation 

of the oppressive forces of the Spanish colonial regime (Rizal, 

1887). His character is a caricature of clerical abuse and hypocrisy. 

His obsession with Maria Clara and his relentless pursuit of power 

drives him to commit acts of cruelty and violence. Padre Salvi's 

influence over the colonial authorities highlights the extent of the 

Church's power and its complicity in the oppression of the Filipino 

people. His downfall, though satisfying, is a reminder of the 

enduring power of corruption and the need for constant vigilance 

(Rizal, 1887). 

The Earring, a magnificent piece of jewelry, is a symbol of 

power, wealth, and corruption (Rizal, 1887). It represents the 

exploitation of the Filipino people by the Spanish colonial 

authorities. The Earring is a physical manifestation of the colonial 

system's greed and oppression. Its value lies not only in its material 

worth but also in its symbolic significance. Simon’s obsession with 

the Earring reflects his desire to use it as a tool for revolution. He 

plans to poison the guests at a lavish party, using the Earring as a 

catalyst for an uprising. However, his plan is thwarted by the 

intervention of other characters, leading to a tragic climax (Rizal, 

1887). 

 

The Deeper Significance of the Characters 

The characters of El Filibusterismo are more than just 

individuals with personal stories; they are symbols of broader social 

and political issues. Through these characters, Rizal exposes the 

corrupt and oppressive nature of Spanish colonial rule. He critiques 

the hypocrisy of the Church, the exploitation of the masses, and the 

complicity of the elite (Rizal, 1891). 
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Simon’s character arc highlights the dangers of radicalism and 

the limitations of violence (Rizal, 1891). His disillusionment with 

the peaceful methods of reform leads him to embrace a more violent 

approach. However, his plan ultimately fails, demonstrating the 

futility of revolution without popular support. 

Isagani's character represents the power of the pen and the 

importance of education (Rizal, 1891). His poetry and writings serve 

as a tool for social and political critique. However, he recognizes the 

limitations of words and the need for action. His involvement in the 

revolutionary plot demonstrates his willingness to fight for his 

beliefs. 

Padre Salvi's character is a scathing indictment of the abuse of 

power by the clergy (Rizal, 1891). His obsession with Maria Clara 

and his relentless pursuit of power drives him to commit acts of 

cruelty and violence. His influence over the colonial authorities 

highlights the extent of the Church's power and its complicity in the 

oppression of the Filipino people. His downfall is a warning against 

the dangers of unchecked power and the abuse of authority. 

The Earring is a symbol of the materialism and excess of 

colonial society (Rizal, 1891). Its value lies not only in its material 

worth but also in its symbolic significance. Simon’s obsession with 

the Earring reflects the corrupting influence of wealth and power. 

His plan to use the Earring as a tool for revolution highlights the 

dangers of materialism and the need for spiritual values. 

In essence, the characters of El Filibusterismo are more than 

just fictional figures; they are symbols of the hopes, dreams, and 

struggles of the Filipino people (Rizal, 1891). Through these 

characters, Rizal exposes the injustices of Spanish colonial rule and 

inspires his readers to fight for a better future. The novel's enduring 

legacy lies in its ability to resonate with readers across generations, 
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reminding us of the importance of justice, freedom, and human 

dignity. 

 

The Allegory and its Impact 

Through allegory, Rizal was able to convey his message 

without explicitly criticizing the Spanish colonial government. By 

using symbolic characters and events, he could subtly critique the 

political and social conditions of the Philippines (Agoncillo, 1990). 

Rizal’s novels, Noli Me Tángere and El Filibusterismo, offer a 

scathing critique of the Spanish colonial government. Characters 

like Padre Damaso and Padre Salvi embody the corrupt and 

oppressive nature of the colonial regime. These friars, with their 

abuse of power and disregard for human rights, symbolize the 

systemic injustice that permeated Spanish colonial society. Their 

actions, often driven by personal gain and religious fanaticism, 

highlight the exploitation and subjugation of the Filipino people 

(Agoncillo, 1990).    

The Filipino people, as depicted in Rizal’s novels, are a 

complex and multifaceted group. Characters like Crisostomo Ibarra, 

Elias, and Isagani represent different facets of the Filipino identity. 

Ibarra, the idealistic reformer, embodies the hopes and aspirations 

of the educated elite. His desire to uplift his nation through 

education and progress reflects the longing for a better future. 

Elias, the enigmatic revolutionary, represents the marginalized 

and oppressed sectors of society. His willingness to resort to 

violence to achieve his goals highlights the desperation of those who 

have been denied justice. Isagani, the young poet and idealist, 

embodies the hopes and dreams of the Filipino youth. His love for 

his country and his commitment to social justice inspire others to 

resist oppression (Agoncillo, 1990). 
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The Church, as portrayed in Rizal’s novels, is not merely a 

religious institution but also a powerful political force. The Church, 

through its corrupt clergy, is complicit in the oppression of the 

Filipino people. Friars like Padre Damaso and Padre Salvi use their 

religious authority to justify their actions and to silence dissent.    

The Church’s role in perpetuating the colonial system is a 

major theme in Rizal’s works. By exposing the hypocrisy and 

corruption of the clergy, Rizal challenges the Church’s moral 

authority and calls for a more just and equitable society (Agoncillo, 

1990).    

By using symbolism and allegory, Rizal was able to evade 

censorship and effectively communicate his message to his readers. 

His novels inspired a generation of Filipinos to fight for 

independence and social justice.    

Jose Rizal’s execution on December 30, 1896, was a pivotal 

moment in Philippine history. His martyrdom ignited a fire of 

revolution that would ultimately lead to the country’s 

independence.    

Rizal’s execution sparked widespread outrage and 

condemnation both domestically and internationally. The Spanish 

colonial government faced intense scrutiny and criticism, further 

fueling the growing discontent among the Filipino people. His death 

transformed him into a martyr, a symbol of resistance, and a catalyst 

for the Philippine Revolution (Agoncillo, 1990). 

The immediate consequences of Rizal’s martyrdom were far-

reaching. It accelerated the revolutionary movement, inspiring 

Filipinos to revolt against Spanish oppression. Rizal’s writings, 

particularly Noli Me Tángere and El Filibusterismo, served as a 

blueprint for the revolution, outlining the injustices of Spanish 

colonial rule and advocating for reforms. 
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In the long term, Rizal’s martyrdom had a profound impact on 

the development of Filipino nationalism. His sacrifice solidified his 

status as a national hero and inspired generations of Filipinos to 

strive for independence and social justice. His writings continue to 

be studied and admired, and his legacy lives on in the hearts of the 

Filipino people (Rizal, 1887; Agoncillo, 1990). 

Rizal’s execution also brought international attention to the 

plight of the Filipino people. His martyrdom exposed the brutality 

of Spanish colonialism and galvanized global support for the 

Philippine cause. This international condemnation further weakened 

the Spanish colonial regime and contributed to the eventual 

downfall of Spanish rule in the Philippines. 

The Philippine Revolution, fueled by Rizal’s martyrdom, led 

to the establishment of the First Philippine Republic. However, the 

challenges of nation-building and the continued struggle for 

independence would persist for many years to come. Rizal’s legacy 

extends beyond the Philippine Revolution. His ideas and ideals 

continue to inspire people around the world. He is remembered as a 

champion of human rights, a champion of social justice, and a 

symbol of hope for oppressed peoples everywhere (Agoncillo, 1990; 

Rizal, 1887). 

 

The Role of Women in the Philippine Revolution 

Jose Rizal, the Philippines' national hero, was not just a 

revolutionary but also a progressive thinker who recognized the 

importance of women's empowerment. His writings and actions 

inspired countless Filipino women to challenge societal norms and 

fight for their rights. 

Through allegory, Rizal was able to convey his message 

without explicitly criticizing the Spanish colonial government. By 
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using symbolic characters and events, he could subtly critique the 

political and social conditions of the Philippines (Agoncillo, 1990). 

Rizal's novels, Noli Me Tángere and El Filibusterismo, offer a 

scathing critique of the Spanish colonial government. Characters 

like Padre Damaso and Padre Salvi embody the corrupt and 

oppressive nature of the colonial regime. These friars, with their 

abuse of power and disregard for human rights, symbolize the 

systemic injustice that permeated Spanish colonial society. Their 

actions, often driven by personal gain and religious fanaticism, 

highlight the exploitation and subjugation of the Filipino people 

(Agoncillo, 1990). 

One of the most significant ways Rizal influenced women’s 

activism was through his portrayal of women in his novels, Noli Me 

Tángere and El Filibusterismo. While he often idealized women as 

pure and virtuous, he also challenged traditional gender roles and 

called for women’s education and empowerment (Agoncillo, 1990; 

Constantino, 1975). 

For instance, Maria Clara, though often seen as a symbol of 

traditional Filipino womanhood, also represents the potential for 

women to break free from societal constraints. Her character arc in 

Noli Me Tángere suggests a growing awareness of social injustice 

and a desire for change (Agoncillo, 1990). Sisa, another significant 

female character, symbolizes the plight of oppressed women, 

highlighting the devastating impact of poverty, abuse, and mental 

illness on women (Agoncillo, 1990). Rizal was a strong advocate for 

women’s education. He believed that education was essential for 

women’s empowerment and social progress. In his writings, he often 

called for the establishment of schools for girls and encouraged 

women to pursue higher education (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 

1975). 
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Rizal’s influence inspired many Filipino women to seek 

education and to challenge traditional gender roles. Women like 

Melchora Aquino, Gregoria de Jesus, and Teresa Magbanua played 

crucial roles in the Philippine Revolution, demonstrating the 

courage and determination of Filipino women (Agoncillo, 1990; 

Constantino, 1975). Rizal’s letter to the women of Malolos is a 

testament to his belief in women’s education and empowerment. In 

this letter, he encouraged the women of Malolos to pursue their 

education and to use their knowledge to improve their lives and the 

lives of others (Agoncillo, 1990). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Fig. 19: A letter to the young women of Malolos 

 Source: Lopez Museum and Library 
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Rizal’s legacy continues to inspire women in the Philippines. 

His writings have sparked countless discussions about gender 

equality, women’s rights, and social justice. Women’s organizations 

and movements in the Philippines have drawn inspiration from 

Rizal’s ideas and have worked to advance women’s rights and 

empowerment (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975). 

Today, Filipino women are making significant contributions to 

society in various fields, including politics, business, and the arts. 

Rizal’s vision of a progressive and enlightened Philippines, where 

women are equal partners in nation-building, is slowly becoming a 

reality (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975). 

By studying Rizal's writings and his life, we can gain a deeper 

understanding of the role of women in Philippine history. His legacy 

continues to inspire and empower women to strive for a better 

future. 

 

The International Impact of Rizal's Works 

Jose Rizal's novels, Noli Me Tángere and El Filibusterismo, 

were not just literary masterpieces but also powerful tools for social 

and political change. These works transcended borders and 

captivated international audiences, shedding light on the plight of 

the Filipino people under Spanish colonial rule. 

Rizal's novels offered a glimpse into the harsh realities of 

colonial life in the Philippines. Through vivid descriptions and 

compelling characters, he exposed the corruption, injustice, and 

oppression that characterized Spanish rule. Foreign readers were 

shocked and appalled by the conditions depicted in Rizal's works, 

which challenged the romanticized image of Spanish colonialism 

(Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975). Rizal's masterful use of 

literary techniques, such as realism and satire, made his novels even 



82 
 

more powerful. By portraying realistic characters and situations, 

Rizal effectively conveyed the suffering of the Filipino people. His 

satirical portrayal of the Spanish clergy and colonial officials further 

exposed the hypocrisy and corruption of the colonial system 

(Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971). 

Rizal's novels not only exposed the problems of Spanish 

colonialism but also offered solutions. He advocated for education, 

social reform, and political independence. His writings inspired 

many Filipinos to fight for their rights and to challenge the status 

quo (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 

1994; Ocampo, 1995). 

 

Rizal’s Works International Recognition and Impact 

Rizal's works were translated into various languages and read 

by people around the world. His novels were praised for their 

literary merit and their social and political significance. Many 

foreign intellectuals and activists were inspired by Rizal's courage 

and his unwavering commitment to justice and freedom (Agoncillo, 

1990; Constantino, 1975). 

The international recognition of Rizal's novels helped to raise 

awareness of the Philippine struggle for independence. Foreign 

governments and organizations began to take notice of the plight of 

the Filipino people, and some expressed support for the Philippine 

cause (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971). 

Rizal's literary legacy continues to inspire people around the 

world. His novels are still widely read and studied today, and they 

continue to be relevant to contemporary issues. His ideas about 

justice, freedom, and human rights have had a lasting impact on 

societies around the globe (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; 

Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995). 



83 
 

By studying Rizal's works, we can gain a deeper understanding 

of the history of colonialism and imperialism. His writings serve as 

a reminder of the importance of fighting for justice and equality, and 

they inspire us to work toward a better future (Agoncillo, 1990; 

Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995. 

 

Jose Rizal: The Scientist and Reformer 

A Polymath's Pursuit. Jose Rizal, the national hero of the 

Philippines, was more than just a writer and revolutionary. He was 

a polymath, a man of many talents, including a keen scientific mind. 

His life and work exemplify the intersection of science and social 

reform (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975). 

A Scientific Mind in a Colonial Era. In a time when the 

Philippines was under Spanish colonial rule, Rizal's pursuit of 

scientific knowledge was both a personal passion and a tool for 

national liberation. His formal education in medicine and his 

subsequent travels exposed him to the latest scientific 

advancements. This exposure, coupled with his innate curiosity, led 

him to explore various scientific fields (Agoncillo, 1990; 

Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971). 

A Passion for the Natural World. Rizal's love for nature is 

evident in his writings and his personal life. During his exile in 

Dapitan, he engaged in various scientific pursuits, including botany, 

zoology, and geology. He collected specimens, conducted 

experiments, and made detailed observations of the local flora and 

fauna. His scientific work in Dapitan not only satisfied his 

intellectual curiosity but also contributed to the understanding of 

Philippine biodiversity (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; 

Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995). 
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Science as a Tool for Social Change. Rizal recognized the 

potential of science to improve the lives of his countrymen. He 

believed that education and scientific knowledge were essential for 

the progress of the nation. Through his writings, he advocated for 

reforms in various fields, including agriculture, medicine, and 

education. He encouraged his fellow Filipinos to embrace science 

and technology as tools for development (Agoncillo, 1990; 

Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 

1995). 

A Legacy of Scientific Endeavor. Rizal's legacy as a scientist 

is often overshadowed by his role as a revolutionary. However, his 

contributions to science and his belief in the power of knowledge 

continue to inspire Filipinos today. His scientific work, though often 

overlooked, is a testament to his intellectual brilliance and his 

commitment to the betterment of his country (Agoncillo, 1990; 

Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 

1995). 

  

Let’s delve deeper into Rizal's scientific contributions for us to 

value our national hero. Rizal's scientific work reflects a polymath's 

passion. It's easy to think of Jose Rizal as a literary genius, a 

revolutionary, and a martyr. But beneath this well-known image lies 

a passionate scientist, a man who was deeply fascinated by the 

natural world. His exile in Dapitan provided him with the perfect 

opportunity to indulge in his scientific pursuits (Agoncillo, 1990; 

Constantino, 1975). 

Dapitan was considered by many authors as a naturalist's 

paradise for the national hero. Dapitan, with its lush forests, diverse 

marine life, and unique geological formations, was a naturalist's 

dream. Rizal, armed with his keen observation skills and scientific 

knowledge, embarked on a journey of exploration and discovery. He 
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collected specimens of plants, animals, and minerals, meticulously 

labeling and categorizing each one (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 

1975; Schumacher, 1971). 

Historians agreed that Jose Rizal had a green thumb and a keen 

eye. Botany, the study of plants, was one of Rizal's primary interests. 

He spent countless hours exploring the forests and fields of Dapitan, 

identifying and classifying various plant species. He collected seeds, 

cultivated plants, and experimented with different agricultural 

techniques. His botanical studies were not just a hobby; they were a 

practical endeavor aimed at improving the lives of the people of 

Dapitan (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; 

Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995). 

In the field of Zoology, Rizal's fascination with animals was 

equally strong. He collected insects, reptiles, and marine creatures, 

studying their behavior and ecology. He even discovered several 

new species, including a frog, a lizard, and a beetle, which were 

named after him. His zoological studies were not only a scientific 

pursuit but also a way to appreciate the beauty and diversity of the 

natural world (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 

1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995). 

Not only that, but the national hero had also a keen interest in 

Geology, the study of the Earth's history and structure, which was 

another area of interest for Rizal. He examined the geological 

formations of Dapitan, studying the rocks, minerals, and fossils. His 

geological observations provided valuable insights into the region's 

past and its potential for resource development (Agoncillo, 1990; 

Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 

1995). 

Ethnography is the study in which one has a profound interest 

in understanding people. In addition to his scientific pursuits, Rizal 

was also interested in the cultural and social aspects of the 
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indigenous peoples of Mindanao. He studied their customs, 

traditions, and languages, documenting their way of life. His 

ethnographic studies contributed to a deeper understanding of 

Philippine culture and identity (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; 

Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995). 

Moreover, Rizal's scientific work, though often overshadowed 

by his literary and political achievements, is a testament to his 

intellectual curiosity and his commitment to knowledge. His 

contributions to botany, zoology, geology, and ethnography have left 

a legacy. 

By studying Rizal's scientific work, we can gain a deeper 

appreciation for his multifaceted genius and his unwavering 

dedication to truth and progress. His passion for science continues 

to inspire future generations of Filipino scientists and researchers 

(Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 

1994; Ocampo, 1995). 

 

Jose Rizal: A Catalyst for Philippine Science 

Jose Rizal, the national hero of the Philippines, was more than 

just a literary genius and revolutionary. He was a polymath with a 

keen interest in science, and his influence on the development of 

science education and research in the Philippines is undeniable.    

Rizal's exile in Dapitan provided him with an opportunity to 

immerse himself in scientific pursuits. He established a clinic, 

conducted botanical and zoological studies, and even invented a 

water supply system. His passion for science was infectious, 

inspiring those around him to embrace scientific inquiry (Agoncillo, 

1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 

1995). 
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He recognized the importance of education in nation-building. 

He established a school in Dapitan, where he taught his students not 

only academic subjects but also practical skills such as farming, 

carpentry, and mechanics. He emphasized the value of scientific 

knowledge and encouraged his students to think critically and 

creatively (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; 

Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995). 

His scientific endeavors sparked a renewed interest in science 

and technology in the Philippines. His work inspired future 

generations of Filipino scientists and researchers to explore the 

natural world and develop innovative solutions to societal problems. 

His legacy can be seen in the establishment of various scientific 

institutions and organizations in the country, such as the Philippine 

Science High School and the Department of Science and 

Technology (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 

1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995). 

Further, Rizal's commitment to scientific integrity and ethical 

conduct serves as an inspiration for scientists today. He emphasized 

the importance of rigorous research, accurate data, and honest 

reporting. His work exemplifies the highest standards of scientific 

inquiry (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; 

Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995. 

Moreover, Rizal's advocacy for scientific nationalism 

encouraged Filipinos to use science and technology to improve their 

country. He believed that by harnessing the power of science, the 

Philippines could overcome poverty, disease, and other social 

problems. His call for a scientifically literate citizenry has resonated 

with Filipinos for generations (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; 

Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995). 

Indeed, Rizal's influence on Philippine Science extends far 

beyond his lifetime. His passion for science, his commitment to 
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education, and his advocacy for scientific nationalism continue to 

inspire Filipinos to pursue scientific excellence. By honoring his 

legacy, we can ensure that the Philippines will continue to be a 

leader in science and technology (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 

1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995). 

 

Rizal, the Scientific Mind: A Closer Look at His Methods 

A Man of Many Interests. Jose Rizal, often lauded as a literary 

genius and national hero, was also a keen observer of the natural 

world. His exile in Dapitan provided him with an ideal environment 

to delve into scientific inquiry (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; 

Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995). 

He is a keen observer. At the heart of Rizal's scientific method 

was keen observation. He spent countless hours observing the 

natural world, noting details about plants, animals, and geological 

formations. He was particularly interested in the local flora and 

fauna, carefully studying their behavior and ecology (Agoncillo, 

1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 

1995). 

No one can dispute Rizal’s skills as a Collector and Classifier. 

Rizal was a meticulous collector. He gathered specimens of plants, 

animals, and minerals, labeling and categorizing them with 

precision. His collections reflected his desire to document and 

understand the biodiversity of the region. By classifying these 

specimens, he contributed to the growing body of scientific 

knowledge about the Philippines (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 

1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995). 

Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; 

Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995, deduced that beyond observation and 

collection, Rizal also engaged in scientific experimentation. He 
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conducted experiments on plant propagation, water purification, and 

other practical applications of scientific knowledge. His 

experiments were often inspired by the challenges faced by the 

people of Dapitan, demonstrating his commitment to using science 

to improve their lives. Rizal was familiar with the scientific tools 

and techniques of his time. He used microscopes to examine the 

microscopic world, and he employed various chemical tests to 

analyze substances. He also utilized traditional knowledge and 

indigenous practices in his scientific investigations (Agoncillo, 

1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 

1995). 

Further, his approach to science was a unique blend of 

traditional and modern methods. He combined the wisdom of 

indigenous knowledge with the rigor of scientific inquiry. This 

approach allowed him to develop practical solutions to local 

problems while also contributing to the global scientific community 

(Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 

1994; Ocampo, 1995). 

Rizal's scientific work, though often overshadowed by his 

literary and political achievements, is a testament to his intellectual 

curiosity and his commitment to knowledge. His methods of 

observation, experimentation, and analysis continue to inspire future 

generations of scientists. 

By studying Rizal's scientific methods, we can gain a deeper 

understanding of his intellectual pursuits and his impact on 

Philippine science. His legacy serves as a reminder of the 

importance of scientific inquiry and the power of knowledge to 

improve the human condition (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; 

Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995). 
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Rizal, the Scientist: A Legacy 

One could think of Rizal’s advanced skills in science that some 

authors called “A Scientific Mind Ahead of His Time”. Jose Rizal, 

often celebrated as a literary genius and a national hero, was also a 

keen observer of the natural world. His exile in Dapitan provided 

him with an ideal environment to indulge in his scientific pursuits. 

During this period, he delved into various scientific disciplines, 

including botany, zoology, geology, and medicine (Agoncillo, 1990; 

Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; 

Guerrero, 1990). 

Rizal's scientific work catalyzed scientific inquiry in the 

Philippines. His passion for learning and his dedication to scientific 

research inspired future generations of Filipino scientists. He 

demonstrated that science could be used to address societal 

problems and improve the quality of life. His experiments in 

agriculture, medicine, and engineering provided practical solutions 

to the challenges faced by the people of Dapitan (Agoncillo, 1990; 

Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; 

Guerrero, 1990). 

His commitment to scientific integrity and ethical conduct set 

a high standard for future scientists. He emphasized the importance 

of rigorous research, accurate data, and honest reporting. His work 

exemplifies the highest standards of scientific inquiry (Agoncillo, 

1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 

1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

Rizal recognized the importance of education in nation-

building. He established a school in Dapitan, where he taught his 

students not only academic subjects but also practical skills such as 

farming, carpentry, and mechanics. He emphasized the value of 

scientific knowledge and encouraged his students to think critically 
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and creatively (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 

1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

Even up to this juncture, Rizal's scientific work continues to 

inspire and influence Filipinos today. His legacy can be seen in the 

establishment of various scientific institutions and organizations in 

the Philippines, such as the Philippine Science High School and the 

Department of Science and Technology. These institutions are 

dedicated to promoting scientific research, technological 

innovation, and scientific literacy (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 

1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 

1990). 

Moreover, Rizal's advocacy for scientific nationalism 

encouraged Filipinos to use science and technology to improve their 

country. He believed that by harnessing the power of science, the 

Philippines could overcome poverty, disease, and other social 

problems. His call for a scientifically literate citizenry has resonated 

with Filipinos for generations (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; 

Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

Indeed, Rizal's scientific work is a testament to his intellectual 

curiosity and his commitment to the betterment of his country. His 

legacy continues to inspire Filipinos to pursue scientific excellence 

and to use science to address the challenges facing the nation. By 

honoring his legacy, we can ensure that the Philippines will continue 

to be a leader in science and technology (Agoncillo, 1990; 

Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; 

Guerrero, 1990). 

 

 

 



92 
 

Learning Tasks for Chapter II: Jose Rizal: The European 

Awakening 

 

1. Timeline Creation. Create a timeline highlighting the key 

events, figures, and artistic movements of the Renaissance. 

2. Renaissance Art Analysis. Analyze famous Renaissance 

artworks, such as the Mona Lisa or David, focusing on their 

artistic techniques, symbolism, and historical context. 

3. Renaissance Thinkers Research. Research the lives and 

works of key Renaissance thinkers, such as Leonardo da Vinci, 

Michelangelo, and Niccolò Machiavelli. 

4. Renaissance and Reformation Comparison. Compare and 

contrast the Renaissance and the Protestant Reformation, 

highlighting their similarities and differences. 

5. Renaissance and Modern World Connection. Discuss the 

long-lasting impact of the Renaissance on modern society, 

particularly in the areas of art, science, and philosophy. 

6. Renaissance and Humanism. Explore the concept of 

humanism and its influence on Renaissance thought and 

culture. 

7. Debate. Participate in a class debate on the following topic: 

"The Renaissance was a period of significant social and 

cultural progress." 

8. Creative Writing. Write a short story or poem inspired by a 

Renaissance artwork or historical event. 

9. Historical Analysis. Analyze a primary source document 

from the Renaissance period, such as a letter or a painting. 
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CHAPTER III 

JOSE RIZAL: THE NATIONALISTS AND THE 

REFORMERS 

“One only dies once, and if one does not die well, a good opportunity is lost 

and will not present itself again” – Dr. Jose P. Rizal 

 

Introduction 

Jose Rizal, a name synonymous with Philippine history, was a 

brilliant polymath, a passionate patriot, and a fearless advocate for 

reform. Born in Calamba, Laguna, in 1861, Rizal's life was marked 

by a deep love for his country and a burning desire to uplift his 

people. His intellectual prowess, coupled with his unwavering 

commitment to justice and equality, made him a formidable force 

against Spanish colonial oppression.    

Rizal's journey to becoming a national hero began with his 

pursuit of knowledge. He excelled in his studies, earning degrees in 

medicine and philosophy. His exposure to European thought and 

culture ignited a spark within him, inspiring him to challenge the 

status quo and question the injustices prevalent in his homeland.    

One of Rizal's most significant contributions to the Philippine 

nationalist movement was through his powerful novels,  

Noli Me Tángere (Touch Me Not) and El Filibusterismo (The 

Filibusterism). These literary masterpieces exposed the rampant 

corruption, abuse of power, and religious hypocrisy that 

characterized Spanish colonial rule. Rizal's vivid portrayal of the 

suffering of the Filipino people stirred hearts and minds, awakening 

a sense of national consciousness.    

While Rizal was a staunch advocate for reform, he was not a 

proponent of violent revolution. He believed that education, reason, 
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and peaceful protest were the most effective tools for social change. 

He founded La Liga Filipina, a civic organization that aimed to unite 

Filipinos and promote their interests. However, the Spanish 

authorities, fearing the growing influence of Rizal and his ideas, 

exiled him to Dapitan, a remote province in Mindanao.    

Despite his exile, Rizal's spirit remained unbroken. He 

continued to write and engage in intellectual pursuits, further 

solidifying his reputation as a leading thinker of his time. His 

writings, such as Mi Retrato (My Portrait) and El Filibusterismo, 

were smuggled out of Dapitan and circulated among the Filipino 

people, inspiring them to resist oppression and fight for their rights. 

Ultimately, Rizal's unwavering commitment to his ideals led 

to his tragic demise. Accused of sedition, he was executed by a firing 

squad in Rizal Park, Manila, on December 30, 1896. His martyrdom, 

however, ignited a spark that would eventually lead to the Philippine 

Revolution.    

Rizal's legacy extends far beyond his lifetime. He is revered as 

the national hero of the Philippines, a symbol of courage, 

intelligence, and patriotism. His writings continue to inspire 

generations of Filipinos, reminding them of the importance of 

critical thinking, social justice, and national pride.    

In conclusion, Jose Rizal was more than just a historical figure; 

he was a catalyst for change, a beacon of hope, and a timeless icon. 

His life and works serve as a testament to the power of the human 

spirit to overcome adversity and strive for a better future.    
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Intended Learning Outcomes  

By the end of this chapter, students should be able to: 

1. Analyze the historical context of the 19th-century Philippines 

and the rise of nationalism. 

2. Evaluate the life and works of José Rizal as a catalyst for 

Philippine nationalism. 

3. Compare and contrast the different reform movements and 

organizations during the Spanish colonial period. 

4. Assess the impact of Rizal's martyrdom on the Philippine 

Revolution. 

5. Critique the limitations and successes of the reform 

movement. 

6. Apply the lessons from the past to contemporary social and 

political issues. 
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A Satirical Critique of Spanish Colonial Society 

Jose Rizal's novels, Noli Me Tángere and El Filibusterismo, 

serve as powerful satirical critiques of Spanish colonial society in 

the Philippines. Through biting wit, irony, and hyperbole, Rizal 

exposes the hypocrisy, corruption, and oppression that characterized 

this era (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; 

Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

One of the primary targets of Rizal's satire is the Catholic 

Church. He lampoons the clergy's hypocrisy, their obsession with 

wealth and power, and their disregard for the spiritual needs of the 

people. Characters like Padre Damaso and Padre Salvi are 

caricatures of corrupt and self-serving priests who use religion as a 

tool to control and exploit the masses. Rizal's satirical portrayal of 

these figures highlights the Church's complicity in the colonial 

system and its role in perpetuating social injustice (Agoncillo, 1990; 

Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; 

Guerrero, 1990). 

The Spanish colonial government also comes under heavy fire 

in Rizal's novels. He satirizes the incompetence, inefficiency, and 

brutality of the colonial officials. Characters like the Governor-

General and the Guardia Civil are depicted as buffoons and tyrants 

who abuse their authority and oppress the Filipino people. Rizal's 

satirical critique exposes the systemic corruption and the 

exploitation of resources that characterized Spanish colonial rule 

(Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 

1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

Rizal's satire extends to the Filipino elite as well. He criticizes 

their subservience to the Spanish colonizers, their lack of national 

pride, and their hypocrisy. Characters like Doña Victorina and 

Capitan Tiago are portrayed as ridiculous and pathetic figures who 

are more concerned with appearances and social status than with the 
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welfare of their country. Rizal's satirical portrayal of these characters 

highlights the internal contradictions and the moral decay that 

plagued Filipino society under Spanish rule (Agoncillo, 1990; 

Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; 

Guerrero, 1990). 

Through his satirical critique, Rizal exposes the deep-seated 

problems that afflicted Spanish colonial society. He challenges the 

prevailing social norms, the religious orthodoxy, and the political 

system. His satirical works not only entertain but also provoke 

thought and inspire action. By using satire as a weapon, Rizal was 

able to effectively expose the ills of colonialism and ignite a spark 

of rebellion among the Filipino people (Agoncillo, 1990; 

Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; 

Guerrero, 1990). 

Jose Rizal's satirical critique of Spanish colonial society 

remains relevant today. His works continue to inspire and challenge 

us to question the status quo and to fight for justice and equality. By 

using satire as a tool, Rizal was able to expose the hypocrisy, 

corruption, and oppression that characterized Spanish colonial rule, 

and his legacy continues to inspire generations of Filipinos to strive 

for a better future (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; 

Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

 

The Novel’s Impact on the Filipino People 

Jose Rizal's novels, Noli Me Tángere and El Filibusterismo, 

have had a profound and enduring impact on the Filipino people. 

These literary masterpieces, published in the late 19th century, 

ignited a spark of nationalism and inspired a generation to fight for 

independence from Spanish colonial rule. 
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One of the most significant impacts of Rizal's novels was the 

awakening of Filipino national consciousness. Through his vivid 

portrayal of the injustices and oppression suffered by the Filipino 

people, Rizal exposed the dark side of Spanish colonialism. His 

characters, such as Crisostomo Ibarra and Elias, embodied the 

aspirations and struggles of the Filipino people. By identifying with 

these characters, Filipinos began to recognize their shared identity 

and their collective potential (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; 

Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990).    

Rizal's novels inspired a generation of reformists who sought 

to address the social, political, and economic problems of the 

Philippines. These reformists, such as Emilio Jacinto and Apolinario 

Mabini, drew inspiration from Rizal's ideas and used them to 

formulate their reform plans. Rizal's call for education, reason, and 

peaceful protest resonated with many Filipinos, who began to 

organize and mobilize to demand change (Agoncillo, 1990; 

Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; 

Guerrero, 1990).    

While Rizal was not a revolutionary, his novels played a 

crucial role in fueling the Philippine Revolution. The seeds of 

rebellion were sown in the pages of his books, as he exposed the 

corrupt and oppressive nature of Spanish rule. The characters of 

Ibarra and Elias, who symbolize the aspirations of the Filipino 

people, became martyrs for the cause of independence. Their 

sacrifices inspired countless Filipinos to take up arms and fight for 

their freedom (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 

1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990).    

His novels helped to shape Filipino identity. By portraying the 

beauty of the Philippine landscape and the richness of Filipino 

culture, Rizal instilled a sense of pride in his readers. He also 

highlighted the resilience and courage of the Filipino people, who 
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despite facing adversity, continued to strive for a better future 

(Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 

1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

Jose Rizal was a strong advocate of education and literacy. His 

novels encouraged Filipinos to read and think critically. By using 

Tagalog and Spanish in his writings, he made his ideas accessible to 

a wider audience. This led to a surge in literacy rates and a growing 

interest in intellectual pursuits (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; 

Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990).  

Rizal's novels inspired social and political reforms in the 

Philippines. His critique of the Catholic Church led to calls for 

Church reform and secularization. His advocacy for human rights 

and social justice influenced the development of Philippine laws and 

institutions (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 

1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990; Paylan, 2024).    

According to some authors, the impact of Rizal's novels 

extends far beyond the Philippine revolution. His ideas continue to 

inspire and influence people around the world. His legacy as a 

writer, thinker, and patriot is celebrated annually on Rizal Day, a 

national holiday in the Philippines.  Jose Rizal's novels have had a 

profound and lasting impact on the Filipino people. They have 

shaped the course of Philippine history, inspired generations of 

Filipinos, and continue to inspire and challenge us to this day. Rizal's 

legacy is a testament to the power of the written word to change the 

world (Paylan, 2024; Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; 

Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990).  

 

Jose Rizal’s Exile to Dapitan 

Saint Francies de Sales once said, “Grow where you are 

planted” which is an idiom that means to make the best of your 
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current situation and thrive despite challenges (Champion Media, 

2023).  Jose Rizal's exile to Dapitan, a remote town in Mindanao, 

was initially a punitive measure imposed by the Spanish colonial 

government. However, this period of exile proved to be a 

transformative experience for the young revolutionary. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Fig. 20: The house of Jose Rizal in Dapitan, Mindanao 

 Source: https://thelostboylloyd.com/journeying-through-jose-rizals-life/ 

 

 

Far from being a period of stagnation, Dapitan became a 

crucible where Rizal's intellectual and creative energies flourished. 

He established a school, practiced medicine, and conducted 

scientific research. His exile also allowed him to maintain 

correspondence with fellow intellectuals and revolutionaries, 

https://thelostboylloyd.com/journeying-through-jose-rizals-life/
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fostering a network of resistance against Spanish colonial rule 

(Agoncillo, 1990). 

In 1892, Rizal was exiled to Dapitan because of his growing 

influence and his perceived threat to Spanish colonial rule. The 

authorities feared his intellectual prowess and his ability to mobilize 

the Filipino people. By exiling him to a remote province, they hoped 

to isolate him and stifle his influence (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 

1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 

1990). 

Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971, revealed that despite 

the harsh conditions of exile, Rizal adapted to his new environment 

with remarkable resilience. He established a simple but productive 

life, engaging in various activities that showcased his diverse talents 

and interests. José Rizal, a brilliant mind and a compassionate soul, 

established a medical practice in Dapitan during his exile. This 

remote town in the southern Philippines became the stage for his 

humanitarian endeavors. As a trained physician, Rizal dedicated 

himself to serving the local community and providing much-needed 

healthcare to its inhabitants. 

Rizal's medical practice extended beyond traditional doctor-

patient interactions. He treated a diverse range of ailments, from 

common illnesses like fever and malaria to more serious conditions. 

His surgical skills were honed through experience and a deep 

understanding of anatomy. He performed various operations, 

including cataract removal and hernia repair, often under 

challenging circumstances. Beyond his clinical work, Rizal was also 

a staunch advocate for public health. He initiated campaigns to 

improve sanitation, promote hygiene, and eradicate diseases. He 

educated the locals on the importance of clean water, proper waste 

disposal, and vaccination (Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971) 
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According to some writers, Rizal's medical practice in Dapitan 

was more than just a professional endeavor. It reflected his 

commitment to the well-being of his fellow Filipinos. His 

compassionate care, innovative treatments, and dedication to public 

health left a lasting impact on the people of Dapitan. His legacy 

continues to inspire healthcare professionals and communities 

around the world (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; 

Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

And so, one could manifest that beyond his literary and 

political pursuits, José Rizal was a keen observer of the natural 

world. His scientific curiosity led him to delve into various fields of 

study, including botany, zoology, and geology. During his exile in 

Dapitan, he had ample opportunity to explore the rich biodiversity 

of the region. Rizal's scientific endeavors were not merely a hobby; 

they were driven by a genuine passion for understanding the natural 

world. He collected a vast array of plant and animal specimens, 

meticulously documenting their characteristics and habitats. His 

botanical studies led to the discovery of new plant species, and his 

zoological research shed light on the unique fauna of the 

Philippines. 

Moreover, His scientific work was not confined to mere 

observation and collection. He conducted experiments, analyzed 

data, and shared his findings with other scientists. His contributions 

to the fields of botany, zoology, and geology were significant, and 

his legacy continues to inspire scientists and researchers today 

(Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 

1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

In consonance, José Rizal is a visionary. He is a man of many 

talents and was also a dedicated educator. During his exile in 

Dapitan, he established a school where he taught young Filipinos. 

This initiative reflected his belief in the power of education to uplift 
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individuals and societies. In his school, Rizal imparted knowledge 

in a wide range of subjects, including mathematics, science, 

languages, and the arts. He emphasized the importance of critical 

thinking, problem-solving, and creativity. His teaching methods 

were innovative and engaging, fostering a love of learning among 

his students (Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971). 

Moreover, beyond academics, Rizal instilled in his students a 

sense of patriotism and social responsibility. He encouraged them to 

think critically about the issues facing their country and to work 

towards a better future. His influence extended beyond the 

classroom, inspiring generations of Filipinos to strive for excellence 

and social justice (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; 

Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

Agoncillo (1990); and Schumacher (1971) opined Rizal’s 

engagements on engineering and construction, José Rizal, often 

celebrated for his literary prowess and political activism, was also a 

skilled engineer. His exile in Dapitan provided him with an 

opportunity to apply his engineering knowledge to practical projects 

that benefited the local community. One of Rizal's most significant 

engineering feats in Dapitan was the construction of a water system. 

Recognizing the importance of clean water for public health, Rizal 

designed and supervised the building of an innovative water supply 

system. This system involved the construction of a water reservoir, 

a filtration system, and a network of pipes to distribute water to 

various parts of the town. By implementing this project, Rizal 

improved the quality of life for the people of Dapitan, reducing the 

prevalence of waterborne diseases and promoting better hygiene. 

Another notable engineering project undertaken by Rizal was 

the construction of a lighthouse. Recognizing the dangers posed by 

the rocky coastline, Rizal designed and built a lighthouse to guide 

ships safely to the harbor. This lighthouse not only improved 
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maritime safety but also stimulated economic activity by facilitating 

trade and commerce. In addition to these major projects, Rizal also 

demonstrated his engineering skills in various other endeavors. He 

designed and built a steam-powered launch, which he used for 

transportation and research. He also experimented with different 

technologies, such as electricity and photography (Agoncillo, 1990; 

Constantino, 1975). 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

   
 

Fig. 21: The Talisay Water System constructed by Dr. Jose P. Rizal 

  Source: https://bshmjoserizal.weebly.com/our-hero-jose-rizal/chapter 

eight-jose-p-rizals-exile-in-dapitan-1892-1896 

 

 

Notably, authors like Ocampo, 1995; and Guerrero, 1990, 

revealed that Rizal's engineering skills were not merely technical; 

https://bshmjoserizal.weebly.com/our-hero-jose-rizal/chapter
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they were rooted in a deep understanding of human needs and a 

commitment to social progress. His projects were driven by a desire 

to improve the lives of his fellow Filipinos and to contribute to the 

development of his country. His engineering achievements in 

Dapitan are a testament to his versatility and his dedication to public 

service. They highlight his ability to apply his knowledge and skills 

to practical problems and to make a positive impact on his 

community. 

The legacy of Rizal's engineering work continues to inspire 

future generations. His innovative solutions to practical problems 

and his commitment to public service serve as a model for engineers 

and policymakers alike. By studying Rizal's engineering 

contributions, we can learn valuable lessons about the importance of 

combining technical expertise with social responsibility (Agoncillo, 

1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 

1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

 

The Women Who Shaped Rizal's Heart and Mind 

 While the adage "Walang Forever" often rings true in matters 

of the heart, José Rizal's love for his country defies the test of time. 

His romantic relationships may have been fleeting, shaped by the 

constraints of his era and the demands of his revolutionary ideals. 

However, his enduring love for the Philippines remains an eternal 

flame. Rizal's unwavering commitment to his homeland, his 

sacrifices, and his literary works continue to inspire generations of 

Filipinos. His legacy serves as a reminder that some love, 

particularly the love of country, transcends the boundaries of time 

and space. 

In their accounts, Agoncillo (1990); and Constantino (1975) 

depicted interestingly the love and affection that was experienced by 



106 
 

our national hero. They pointed out some poignant words in Rizal’s 

love life. Only by living each day with all one's heart could the 35-

year-old Filipino patriot Jose Rizal achieve everything that he did. 

Whenever it came to showing his devotion to his women and nation, 

he spared no effort. He spent nearly half of his life in relationships 

shaped by the many he encountered in his travels around the 

Philippines and the globe. So far, nine females have been identified. 

Not that he was in a committed relationship with any of them, but 

he did show interest when he wanted to, cared about the people he 

was seeing, and was unabashedly charming and attentive. Let’s 

unfold the romantic yet nostalgic life of Rizal to Segunda Katigbak. 

Some called it “Puppy Love” but others called it “The First Love”. 

 

Segunda Katigbak: A Glimpse into Rizal's First Love 

A young woman from Lipa, Batangas, was the first love of 

José Rizal. Their romance, though brief, was passionate and 

unforgettable. They met during one of Rizal's visits to Manila, where 

he was captivated by her beauty, grace, and intelligence.  

Their shared interests and youthful exuberance ignited a spark 

between them. According to Moya (2024), Katigbak was just 14 

years old when she met Rizal, who was then 16. In Rizal’s writings, 

he described Katigbak as: 

“May mga matang kung minsan ay makislap at 

nangungusap, may ngiting nakagagayuma… Hindi siya ang 

pinakamagandang babeng nakita ko, ngunit hindi ako 

nakasilay kailanman nang higit na kaakit-akit. (She has 

eloquent eyes and an enchanting smile; she is not the most 

beautiful woman I have ever laid my eyes on, but I have never 

seen someone as enticing)." 
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 Fig. 22: Segunda Solis Katigbak: The charming Lipeña who captivated 

                                       Rizal’s young heart 

  Source: https://herencialipena.com/2022/01/16/segunda-solis-katigbak/ 

 

However, their love story was cut short by societal constraints. 

As a young woman from a prominent family, Segunda was expected 

to adhere to societal norms and expectations. Her family had already 

arranged her marriage to another man, Manuel Luz, a fellow Lipaño 

(Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 

1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

Despite their deep feelings for each other, Rizal and Segunda 

were unable to defy societal expectations. Their love story serves as 
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a poignant reminder of the challenges faced by young lovers in a 

society bound by tradition and convention (Agoncillo, 1990; 

Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; 

Guerrero, 1990). 

While their romantic relationship did not last, Segunda had a 

significant impact on Rizal's life. She inspired his poetic and literary 

works, shaping his understanding of love, loss, and the complexities 

of human relationships. Segunda's memory remained etched in 

Rizal's heart, a testament to the power of first love and the enduring 

nature of human emotion (Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

Segunda Katigbak, though a fleeting presence in Rizal's life, 

left an indelible mark. Their youthful romance, brimming with 

passion and potential, was tragically cut short by societal pressures. 

Despite the brevity of their connection, Segunda's captivating 

beauty and the bittersweet nature of their unfulfilled love story 

resonated deeply with Rizal. He immortalized her essence in his 

writings, forever cherishing her memory as a symbol of first love's 

enduring power and the complexities of love amidst societal 

constraints (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 

1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

 

Beyond Romance: The Enduring Bond Between Rizal and 

Leonor Valenzuela 

She is a childhood friend from Calamba and shared a deep 

bond with José Rizal. Their friendship, rooted in mutual respect and 

intellectual curiosity, blossomed into a profound connection that 

would last a lifetime. 

As young children, Rizal and Leonor spent countless hours 

together, sharing stories, dreams, and aspirations. Their friendship 

deepened as they grew older, and they often engaged in stimulating 
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conversations about literature, history, and philosophy. Rizal was 

particularly impressed by Leonor's intelligence, wit, and keen 

observation (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 

1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fig. 23: Leonor “Orang” Valenzuela 

 Source: Philnews PH 

 

 

Despite the strong emotional bond between them, their 

relationship never progressed beyond friendship. Societal 

expectations and personal circumstances prevented them from 

pursuing a romantic relationship. However, their friendship 

endured, weathering the test of time and distance (Agoncillo, 1990). 
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Even as Rizal pursued his studies abroad, he maintained a 

close correspondence with Leonor. They exchanged letters, sharing 

their thoughts, feelings, and experiences. Leonor's letters provided 

Rizal with much-needed emotional support and encouragement, 

especially during his difficult times (Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 

1990). 

Leonor's influence on Rizal's life is evident in his literary 

works. She inspired the character of Maria Clara in "Noli Me 

Tángere," a woman of virtue, intelligence, and unwavering love for 

her country. Through Maria Clara, Rizal immortalized Leonor's 

qualities and their enduring friendship (Schumacher, 1971; 

Guerrero, 1990). 

 

The Real-Life Maria Clara: Leonor Rivera's Impact on Rizal's 

Life  

Leonor Rivera is a woman of extraordinary beauty and 

intelligence, who played a significant role in José Rizal's life. She 

was the inspiration for the character of Maria Clara in his iconic 

novel, "Noli Me Tángere." Their love story, marked by passion, 

sacrifice, and unfulfilled dreams, has captured the hearts of many 

(Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 

1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

Rizal and Leonor shared a deep and enduring love. Their 

connection was based on mutual respect, intellectual stimulation, 

and a shared passion for social justice. They often spent hours 

together, discussing literature, philosophy, and their hopes for the 

future of the Philippines (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975). 
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Fig. 24: Leonor Rivera 

 Source: Kahimyang 

 

However, societal pressures and geographical distance posed 

significant challenges to their relationship. As Rizal pursued his 

studies abroad, the couple was forced to endure long periods of 

separation. The physical distance, coupled with the constraints of 

their respective social circles, made it increasingly difficult to 

maintain their connection (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; 

Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

Despite the challenges, their love remained strong. They 

exchanged heartfelt letters, pouring out their emotions and longing 

for each other. Rizal's letters to Leonor are filled with expressions 
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of love, admiration, and hope (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; 

Schumacher, 1971). 

Ultimately, the weight of societal expectations and the realities 

of life forced them to part ways. Leonor eventually married Henry 

Kipping, an English engineer. While their love story may have 

ended tragically, it has left an enduring legacy. Their love continues 

to inspire generations, reminding us of the power of love, sacrifice, 

and the enduring human spirit. According to Moya (2024), some 

historians believed that Rizal immortalized Rivera through Maria 

Clara’s character in Noli Me Tangere. Here is a poem Rizal wrote 

for Rivera:  

And so, it has arrived - the fatal instant, 

the dismal injunction of my cruel fate; 

so it has come at last - the moment, the date, 

when I must separate myself from you. 

Goodbye, Leonor, goodbye! I take my leave, 

leaving behind with you my lover’s heart! 

Goodbye, Leonor: from here I now depart. 

O Melancholy absence! Ah, what pain! 

 

 

 

Consuelo Ortiga y Rey: The Woman Who Captured Rizal's 

Heart in Madrid 

During Rizal’s vacation in Madrid, he met Consuelo Ortiga y 

Rey, the daughter of the Manila mayor and vice president of the 

Council of the Philippines in the Ministry of Colonies Don Pablo 

Ortiga y Rey. Consuelo was a young woman of beauty and grace 

who captured the hearts of many. Among those who were smitten 

was the brilliant Filipino writer, José Rizal. The Ortiga residence in 

Madrid was a frequent gathering place for Rizal and his fellow 

Filipinos, providing a sense of community and camaraderie 

(Agoncillo, 1990). 
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As Rizal and Consuelo spent more time together, a mutual 

admiration developed. Consuelo was impressed by Rizal’s 

intelligence, wit, and unwavering dedication to his homeland. She 

found herself drawn to his passionate discussions about Philippine 

history and culture. Rizal, too, was captivated by Consuelo’s beauty, 

charm, and intelligence. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

Fig. 25:  Consuelo Ortiga 

 Source:  Philnews PH 

 

However, despite the growing affection between them, Rizal 

hesitated to pursue a romantic relationship. He was deeply 

committed to Leonor Rivera, his first love, and he did not want to 

betray her trust. Additionally, he was mindful of the delicate balance 

of friendships within his circle. Eduardo de Lete, a close friend of 
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Rizal, was also enamored with Consuelo. To avoid causing 

unnecessary heartache and tension, Rizal chose to maintain a 

platonic relationship with Consuelo (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 

1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 

1990; Encarnacion, 1998). 

As a token of his admiration, Rizal dedicated a poem to 

Consuelo, "A la señorita C.O. y R." This beautiful poem, filled with 

heartfelt emotions, is a testament to the depth of his feelings for her. 

However, Rizal's decision to distance himself from Consuelo was a 

painful one. He knew that by doing so, he was sacrificing his 

happiness for the sake of loyalty and friendship (Agoncillo, 1990; 

Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; 

Guerrero, 1990). Copy of the poem reflected below for you to 

refresh your memories and understanding of Jose Rizal. 

 

A la Señorita C. O. y R 

Why resurrect unhappy memories 

now when the heart awaits from love a sign, 

or call the night when the day begins to smile, 

not knowing if another day will shine. 

 

Recent scholarship, particularly the work of Mario Alvaro 

Limos (2019), has shed new light on Rizal's relationship with 

Consuelo Ortiga y Rey. Through the analysis of Consuelo's diaries, 

Limos reveals intimate details of their interactions. Consuelo's 

entries paint a picture of Rizal as a captivating figure, often spending 

nights at the Ortiga residence, entertaining them with his wit and 

intelligence. His dedication to her, as evidenced by the poem "A la 

Señorita C.O. y R.," suggests a deep emotional connection. 

Consuelo's feelings for Rizal are also apparent, as she finds herself 
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torn between her admiration for him and her friendship with 

Eduardo de Lete. In his article published in Esquire Magazine, 

Limos revealed the diary of Consuelo that says,  

“Rizal says he never goes out except to go to medical 

school and come here at night. Rizal too is in love, he hasn’t 

proposed outright but almost, almost… I am divided between 

Rizal and Lete, the former attracts me because of his 

conversation and because he seems such a serious young 

man… Rizal told me he was leaving for Paris to forget, to heal 

himself of a disease acquired a year ago…” 

  

Beyond the poetic expression of his affection in "A la Señorita 

C.O. y R.," Rizal's courtship of Consuelo Ortiga was further 

enriched by tangible tokens of his love. According to Lisa Guerrero 

Nakpil (2019) in her article "Love & Heartbreak for Rizal & Luna 

at León Gallery Auction", Rizal presented Consuelo with a variety 

of gifts, each one a testament to his thoughtfulness and the depth of 

his feelings. 

Among the gifts were Parisian music sheets, a nod to 

Consuelo's love for music. These sheets, sourced from the heart of 

European culture, symbolized Rizal's desire to introduce her to the 

world of art and refinement. Additionally, he gifted her the first 

blossom of a houseplant, a delicate token that represented new 

beginnings and growth. This gesture was a poignant reminder of the 

blossoming of their relationship (Nakpil, 2019). 

Rizal also extended his affection through gifts from his 

homeland. He sent her silk and footwear from Manila, showcasing 

the rich cultural heritage of the Philippines. These gifts not only 

reflected his love for his country but also his desire to share a part 

of his world with Consuelo (Nakpil, 2019). 
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Through these thoughtful gifts, Rizal sought to express his 

admiration and affection for Consuelo. Each gift was a unique 

expression of his love, a tangible reminder of the moments they 

shared and the bond they formed. While their relationship did not 

progress into a lifelong partnership, the legacy of their connection 

endures, a testament to the power of love, art, and cultural exchange 

(Nakpil, 2019). 

Indeed, Rizal's relationship with Consuelo Ortiga was a 

complex interplay of admiration, affection, and societal constraints. 

While they shared a deep connection and mutual respect, Rizal's 

commitment to his past relationships and his desire to maintain 

harmonious friendships prevented him from pursuing a romantic 

relationship with Consuelo. The emotional turmoil he experienced 

is reflected in his poignant poem, "A la Señorita C.O. y R." As 

Consuelo's diaries reveal, she too was conflicted between her 

feelings for Rizal and her friendship with Eduardo de Lete. 

Ultimately, Rizal's departure for Paris marked the end of their 

romantic aspirations, leaving a bittersweet memory of a love that 

could not be. 

 

A Cross-Cultural Love Story: Rizal and Seiko Usui or O-Sei-

San's Brief Romance 

Seiko Usui or O-Sei-San, a geisha of exceptional beauty and 

grace, captured the heart of José Rizal during his time in Japan. 

Their brief but profound relationship left a lasting impression on 

Rizal, shaping his perception of Japanese culture and inspiring his 

literary works. 

Rizal was drawn to O-Sei-San's elegance, intelligence, and 

kindness. She introduced him to the intricacies of Japanese culture, 

teaching him about tea ceremonies, traditional dances, and the art of 
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haiku. Through her, Rizal gained a deeper appreciation for the 

beauty and sophistication of Japanese society. Their relationship, 

though short-lived, was marked by mutual respect and admiration. 

They engaged in stimulating conversations, sharing their thoughts 

and dreams. O-Sei-San's gentle nature and unwavering support 

provided Rizal with much-needed solace and inspiration during his 

time in Japan (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 

1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Fig. 26: Seiko Usui or O-Sei-San 

 Source: Philnews PH 

 

 

Despite the language barrier, Rizal and O-Sei-San developed 

a strong emotional bond. They communicated through gestures, art, 

and music, transcending cultural differences. Their love story, 

though brief, is a testament to the power of human connection and 
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the ability to find beauty and meaning in unexpected places 

(Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 

1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

The influence of O-Sei-San can be seen in Rizal's writings. Her 

grace, intelligence, and cultural refinement inspired the character of 

Sakura in his novel, "Noli Me Tángere." Through Sakura, Rizal paid 

homage to O-Sei-San and the profound impact she had on his life 

(Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 

1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

 

Gertrude Beckett: A Love Lost to Duty 

During his time in London, José Rizal boarded with the 

Beckett family, a warm and welcoming household. Gertrude 

Beckett, the eldest daughter, was a striking young woman with blue 

eyes and a captivating personality. Her admiration for Rizal quickly 

blossomed into a deep affection. 

Gertrude was drawn to Rizal's intelligence, wit, and 

unwavering dedication to his homeland. She was impressed by his 

scholarly pursuits and his passion for social justice. They spent 

countless hours together, discussing literature, history, and their 

hopes for the future. Her love for Rizal was evident in her actions. 

She often helped him with his research, proofreading his 

manuscripts and assisting him in his artistic endeavors. She was 

particularly fond of his painting and sculpture, and she often posed 

for him as a model (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; 

Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 
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 Fig. 27: Gertrude Beckett 

 Source: Ancient Faces 

 

 

However, Rizal's commitment to his homeland and his desire 

to continue his studies abroad forced him to make a difficult 

decision. He knew that a romantic relationship with Gertrude would 

complicate his life and hinder his goals. With a heavy heart, he 

decided to leave London for Paris, hoping to distance himself from 

Gertrude and avoid further heartbreak. 

Before his departure, Rizal created a group carving of the 

Beckett sisters as a token of his affection and gratitude. This 
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beautiful piece of art serves as a reminder of their brief but 

meaningful relationship. 

While Gertrude Beckett harbored deep feelings for Rizal, their 

relationship remained platonic. Rizal, though appreciative of her 

affection and support, did not reciprocate her romantic interest. This 

was likely due to his commitment to his homeland, his ongoing 

relationship with Leonor Rivera, and his desire to prioritize his 

academic pursuits (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; 

Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

Despite the unrequited nature of her feelings, Gertrude's 

influence on Rizal's life is undeniable. Her encouragement and 

support during his time in London were invaluable, and her presence 

inspired him to continue his artistic and intellectual endeavors. The 

group carving he created as a parting gift is a testament to the depth 

of their bond, even if it was not a romantic one (Agoncillo, 1990; 

Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; 

Guerrero, 1990). 

 

The Women Who Stole Rizal's Heart in Europe: A Closer Look. 

Nellie Boustead 

During his time in Europe, Rizal, ever the romantic, found 

himself entangled in another love affair. While staying with the 

Boustead family in Biarritz, he formed a close bond with their two 

daughters, Nellie and Lucy. Rizal, with his charm and intellect, 

quickly captivated the heart of Nellie Boustead. Her admiration for 

him grew into a deep affection. 

Their relationship was filled with shared moments of joy and 

intellectual stimulation. They often spent time together, engaging in 

conversations about literature, art, and politics. Rizal's passion for 

the Philippines and his unwavering commitment to social justice 
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inspired Nellie. She was drawn to his intelligence, his wit, and his 

kind heart (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 28: Nellie Boustead 

 Source: Inquirer 
 

However, societal pressures and cultural differences posed 

significant challenges to their relationship. Nellie's family, 

particularly her mother, was hesitant about a potential match with 

Rizal. They were concerned about his financial stability and his 

prospects. Additionally, Nellie's desire for Rizal to convert to 

Protestantism was another obstacle (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 

1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 

1990). 
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Despite these challenges, Rizal and Nellie continued to nurture 

their love. They wrote letters to each other, expressing their longing 

and affection. However, the pressure from their families and the 

cultural differences between them ultimately led to the end of their 

relationship. 

Guerrero (1990) lamented that despite the heartbreak, Rizal 

and Nellie parted ways as friends. They maintained a cordial 

relationship, and their shared experiences in Europe left a lasting 

impact on both. This will give a bird’s eye view to the 21st century 

generations that in any relationship it gets tested but what matters is 

if one cannot be a lover, then you can be a good friend. A testament 

to this is Rizal and Nellie. 

 

Suzanne Jacoby: A Glimpse into Rizal's Belgian Romance 

In 1890, Rizal relocated to Brussels due to the escalating cost 

of living in Paris. He found solace in the boarding house of the 

Jacoby sisters, Catherina and Suzanne. As time passed, a deep bond 

formed between Rizal and Suzanne, one that transcended the 

boundaries of friendship. Their shared intellectual pursuits, coupled 

with their mutual admiration, ignited a romantic spark (Agoncillo, 

1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 

1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

Suzanne, captivated by Rizal's intelligence, charm, and 

unwavering dedication to his homeland, developed strong feelings 

for him. She was drawn to his passionate discussions about 

Philippine history and politics, and she admired his literary talents. 

Their conversations were filled with laughter, shared dreams, and a 

growing affection (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; 

Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 
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 Fig. 29:  Suzanne Jacoby 

 Source: Inquirer 

 

 

When the time came for Rizal to leave Brussels, Suzanne was 

heartbroken. She wept openly as he departed, her tears a testament 

to the depth of her feelings. Her love for Rizal was evident in the 

letters she wrote to him after his departure. In these letters, she 

expressed her longing for his return and her unwavering support for 

his cause (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; 

Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

 

While some historians have questioned the exact nature of 

Rizal's relationship with Suzanne, there is no doubt that she played 

a significant role in his life during his time in Brussels. Her love, 
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support, and understanding provided him with much-needed 

comfort and inspiration. 

Abellon (2018) remarked that the relationship was probably a 

fling, too, as Rizal made no mention of Suzanne when he wrote 

letters to his friends about his stay in Belgium. Rizal left the country 

in August of that year. Suzanne was heartbroken. Rizal continued 

writing El Filibusterismo, writing for La Solidaridad, and worrying 

about his family back home. It was said that Suzanne wrote Rizal 

letters. Rizal may have replied once. In 1891, Rizal went back to 

Belgium—not for Suzanne—but to finish writing El 

Filibusterismo. He stayed for a few months, left, and never returned. 

Maybe she got the point after that. 

Though their love story was brief, it left a lasting impact on 

Rizal. Her influence can be seen in his writings, where he often 

alluded to the women he encountered during his travels. Suzanne 

Jacoby, with her intelligence, kindness, and unwavering support, 

remains an important figure in the tapestry of Rizal's life. 

 

The Irish Beauty Who Captured Rizal's Heart: Josephine 

Bracken 

Perhaps one of the most controversial women in Rizal’s life 

was Josephine Bracken, the hero’s de facto wife (Moya, 2024). In 

the twilight of his exile in Dapitan, José Rizal’s life took an 

unexpected turn with the arrival of Josephine Bracken. This young, 

spirited Irish woman, with her striking blue eyes and vibrant 

personality, captured Rizal’s heart. Their connection was immediate 

and profound, a love story forged amid adversity (Agoncillo, 1990; 

Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; 

Guerrero, 1990). 
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Josephine, accompanied by her blind adoptive father, George 

Taufer, sought Rizal’s medical expertise. As Rizal treated Taufer, he 

found himself increasingly drawn to Josephine. Her vivacious spirit 

and unwavering support provided a much-needed respite from the 

solitude of his exile. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
Fig.   30: Josephine Bracken 

  Source: Josephinerizal Blog 
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Despite the challenges posed by their circumstances, Rizal and 

Josephine’s love blossomed. They shared dreams, aspirations, and a 

deep affection for each other. However, their path to happiness was 

fraught with obstacles. The Catholic Church, with its conservative 

views, posed a significant hurdle. Rizal’s family, particularly his 

sisters, were initially wary of Josephine, fearing that she might be a 

spy for the Spanish authorities (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; 

Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

As a mason, Rizal could not wed Bracken; however, the latter 

bore him a stillborn son who would have been named Peter in honor 

of Rizal’s late father. Bracken last met Rizal in the latter’s cell in 

Fort Santiago on 30 December 1896. The couple were able to 

exchange their vows in Catholic rites by Fr. Victor Balaguer two 

hours before Rizal’s execution (Moya, 2024). 

Bracken is the foreigner alluded to by Rizal in his poem Mi 

Ultimo Adios (My Last Farewell), where he wrote: “Farewell my 

sweet foreigner, my darling, my delight.” Their love, however, was 

tragically cut short. Josephine suffered a miscarriage, a devastating 

loss that left her heartbroken (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; 

Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

Despite the trials and tribulations, they faced, Rizal and 

Josephine’s love story remains a poignant reminder of the power of 

human connection. Their bond, forged in the crucible of adversity, 

continues to inspire and captivate hearts (Agoncillo, 1990; 

Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; 

Guerrero, 1990). 

 

The Legacy of Service 

Everything works together for good (Romans, 8: 28: NIV). 

Rizal's exile to Dapitan was a period of immense productivity and 
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service to the Filipino people. He transformed Dapitan into a 

thriving community, improving the lives of its inhabitants. His 

medical practice, educational initiatives, and infrastructure projects 

had a lasting impact on the region. In this juncture, we are giving 

you the snippets of what Rizal had done for the love of this country, 

and we will deep deeper into it in the succeeding discussions. 

Some authors commented that what had happened was a 

testament to the human spirit. Rizal's exile to Dapitan is a testament 

to the resilience of the human spirit. Despite the hardships and 

limitations imposed upon him, he refused to be defeated. He turned 

adversity into opportunity, using his exile as a chance to make a 

positive impact on the world (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; 

Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

Rizal's exile to Dapitan teaches us valuable lessons about the 

power of the human spirit. It reminds us that even in the darkest of 

times, we can find hope, purpose, and meaning. It inspires us to 

persevere, to dream, and to make a difference in the world. Rizal's 

exile to Dapitan is a chapter in his life that is often overlooked, yet 

it is a crucial part of his legacy. It is a testament to his unwavering 

commitment to his ideals, his love for his country, and his belief in 

the power of education and service. 

During his exile, Rizal transformed Dapitan into a hub of 

scientific inquiry. He delved into various scientific fields, including 

botany, zoology, and geology. He collected and classified numerous 

plant and animal specimens, contributing to the understanding of 

Philippine biodiversity. One of his most significant contributions 

was the discovery of a new species of lizard, which he named Draco 

Rizali in his honor (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; 

Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 
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Fig. 31: Draco Rizali. A small reptile is also known as a "flying dragon" 

 Source: https://rizal.raphaelmarco.com/works/view/draco-rizali 

 

 

Rizal's passion for education led him to establish a school in 

Dapitan. He taught a diverse range of subjects, including 

mathematics, science, languages, and the arts. He believed in the 

transformative power of education and sought to empower the 

young minds of Dapitan. His educational initiatives laid the 

foundation for future generations of Filipino intellectuals 

(Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 

1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

In Dapitan, Rizal met Josephine Bracken, an Irish woman who 

came to the Philippines seeking medical treatment. Their 

relationship blossomed, and they eventually married. Josephine 

became a source of love, support, and inspiration for Rizal during 

his exile. Together, they faced the challenges of life in a remote 

https://rizal.raphaelmarco.com/works/view/draco-rizali
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province, and their love story has become a symbol of enduring love 

and sacrifice (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 

1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

Despite the constraints of exile, Rizal continued to write 

prolifically. He penned poems, essays, and letters, expressing his 

thoughts and feelings on a wide range of topics. His exile also 

influenced his literary works, as he drew inspiration from his 

experiences in Dapitan. His poems, such as "A Mi Madre" and "Mi 

último adiós," reflect his deep love for his family and his country 

(Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 

1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

Further, Rizal's exile allowed him to further develop his 

political thought. He became increasingly critical of Spanish 

colonial rule and the abuses of the friars. His writings during this 

period reflect his evolving ideas about nationalism, democracy, and 

social justice. He continued to advocate for peaceful reforms and the 

education of the Filipino people (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 

1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 

1990). 

Rizal's exile to Dapitan occurred during a period of growing 

unrest in the Philippines. The Spanish colonial government was 

facing increasing challenges from various sectors of Filipino 

society. The Katipunan, a revolutionary organization, was gaining 

momentum, and the seeds of rebellion were being sown. Rizal's 

exile was a strategic move by the Spanish authorities to neutralize 

his influence and prevent him from inciting further unrest 

(Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 

1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

Indeed, Rizal's exile to Dapitan was a transformative period in 

his life. It allowed him to pursue his passions, make significant 

contributions to various fields, and deepen his understanding of the 
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Filipino people. His exile also shaped his political thought and 

inspired his literary works. Rizal's legacy continues to inspire and 

challenge us to strive for a better future. 

 

El Filibusterismo: A More Radical Vision  

 If Noli Me Tángere was a plea for reform, El Filibusterismo is 

a call to arms. Rizal's second novel takes a more radical and 

pessimistic tone, reflecting the growing disillusionment with 

Spanish colonial rule. 

The story unfolds thirteen years after the events of Noli Me 

Tángere. Crisostomo Ibarra, the idealistic protagonist of the first 

novel, returns to the Philippines in disguise as Simon, a wealthy 

jeweler. Simon, fueled by anger and frustration, plots a revolution to 

overthrow the oppressive Spanish regime. 

Unlike Ibarra, who advocated for peaceful reforms, Simon 

believes that violence is the only way to liberate the Philippines. He 

manipulates and exploits the weaknesses of the colonial system, 

using his wealth and influence to foment unrest. However, Simon’s 

plan ultimately fails, and he meets a tragic end. 

Through Simon, Rizal explores the darker side of human 

nature and the destructive consequences of oppression. The novel 

delves into themes of corruption, hypocrisy, and the abuse of power. 

It exposes the deep-seated problems within the colonial society and 

the suffering of the Filipino people (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 

1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 

1990). 

El Filibusterismo is a powerful critique of Spanish colonialism 

and a call for radical change. It is a testament to Rizal's unwavering 

commitment to the cause of Philippine independence. While the 
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novel's message is ultimately one of hope, it also serves as a warning 

about the dangers of unchecked power and the importance of 

fighting for justice (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; 

Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

 

A More Radical Critique of Spanish Colonialism 

In El Filibusterismo, Rizal takes a more radical stance against 

Spanish colonialism. While Noli Me Tángere primarily focused on 

exposing the abuses of the clergy and the colonial government, El 

Filibusterismo delves deeper into the systemic issues that plagued 

Philippine society (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; 

Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

Rizal's critique is multifaceted and scathing. He exposes the 

rampant corruption, inefficiency, and injustice that characterized 

Spanish rule. The novel highlights the exploitation of the Filipino 

people, their economic oppression, and their lack of political 

representation. Rizal also condemns the hypocrisy and double 

standards of the colonial authorities, who often preached morality 

while engaging in immoral acts (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 

1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 

1990). 

Furthermore, El Filibusterismo challenges the notion of 

progress and civilization brought by the colonizers. Rizal argues that 

Spanish colonialism had hindered the development of the 

Philippines, rather than advancing it. The novel exposes the 

destructive impact of colonial policies on the Filipino people, 

including the destruction of their culture, the suppression of their 

language, and the erosion of their sense of self-worth (Agoncillo, 

1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 

1995; Guerrero, 1990). 
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Through his characters, Rizal paints a bleak picture of a 

society in decline. He portrays the Filipino elite as morally corrupt 

and self-serving, and the masses as impoverished and oppressed. 

The novel emphasizes the need for radical change, suggesting that 

peaceful reforms are no longer sufficient (Agoncillo, 1990; 

Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; 

Guerrero, 1990). 

In encompassing, El Filibusterismo is a powerful indictment 

of Spanish colonialism. Rizal's radical critique of the system, its 

institutions, and its agents remains relevant today. His work 

continues to inspire and challenge us to fight for justice, equality, 

and human rights (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; 

Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

 

The Novel’s Revolutionary Message 

 Rizal's novels, particularly Noli Me Tángere and El 

Filibusterismo, were more than just works of fiction; they were 

powerful tools of social and political critique. These novels exposed 

the ills of Spanish colonial rule, the corruption of the clergy, and the 

oppression of the Filipino people. Through his vivid characters and 

compelling narratives, Rizal ignited a spark of rebellion, inspiring a 

generation of Filipinos to rise against tyranny and fight for their 

freedom. 

A More Radical Approach. While Noli Me Tángere was a plea 

for reform, El Filibusterismo is a call to arms. Rizal's second novel 

takes a more radical and pessimistic tone, reflecting the growing 

disillusionment with Spanish colonial rule. 

Simon: A Catalyst for Change. The central character, Simon, 

is a far cry from the idealistic Crisostomo Ibarra. Disillusioned by 

the failures of peaceful reform, Simon believes that violence is the 
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only way to liberate the Philippines. He returns to the Philippines, 

disguised as a wealthy jeweler, with a secret plan to ignite a 

revolution. 

A Scathing Critique of Colonialism. El Filibusterismo offers a 

scathing critique of Spanish colonialism, exposing the systemic 

corruption, injustice, and exploitation that plagued Philippine 

society. One of the primary targets of his criticism is the clergy, who 

were often complicit in the oppression of the Filipino people. The 

novel reveals how the clergy abused their power, exploited the 

masses, and suppressed dissent (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 

1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 

1990). 

Furthermore, Rizal highlights the rampant corruption within 

the colonial government. From the highest officials to the lowest 

bureaucrats, corruption was endemic. The colonial administration 

was characterized by inefficiency, nepotism, and favoritism. The 

Spanish colonial system was designed to benefit the colonizers at 

the expense of the Filipino people. The exploitation of the 

Philippines' natural resources, the forced labor of the indigenous 

population, and the imposition of unfair taxes all contributed to the 

economic impoverishment of the country (Watson, 1998; Agoncillo, 

1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 

1995; Guerrero, 1990). 

Rizal underscores the stark social inequalities that existed in 

colonial Philippines. The wealthy elite, often aligned with the 

Spanish colonial authorities, enjoyed a privileged lifestyle while 

many Filipinos lived in poverty. This social divide further 

exacerbated the problems faced by the Filipino people and hindered 

their progress (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 

1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990). 
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The Inevitability of Revolution. Through Simon’s failed 

revolution, Rizal suggests that peaceful reforms are no longer 

sufficient. The only way to break free from the chains of colonialism 

is through armed struggle. The novel’s tragic ending underscores the 

dire consequences of oppression and the sacrifices required for 

liberation. 

A Legacy. El Filibusterismo remains a powerful and relevant 

work of literature. Its message of resistance and revolution continues 

to inspire and challenge readers. The novel’s impact on Philippine 

history is undeniable. It ignited a spark of nationalism and helped to 

fuel the Philippine Revolution. By exposing the evils of Spanish 

colonialism, Rizal inspired a generation of Filipinos to fight for their 

freedom and to build a better future (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 

1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 

1990). 

 

Historical Context of Noli and Fili 

To fully appreciate the radical nature of El Filibusterismo, it's 

essential to understand the historical context in which it was written. 

The late 19th century was a period of intense political and social 

unrest in the Philippines. The Spanish colonial government, 

weakened by internal strife and external pressures, was struggling 

to maintain control over its colonies (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 

1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 

1990).    

Rizal's experiences during this time, including his exile to 

Dapitan, shaped his perspective on the Philippine situation. He 

witnessed firsthand the oppressive nature of Spanish rule and the 

suffering of the Filipino people. This firsthand experience fueled his 

growing disillusionment with the colonial system (Agoncillo, 1990). 
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A Comparative Analysis of Noli and Fili 

Noli Me Tángere and El Filibusterismo are interconnected, 

with the latter serving as a sequel to the former. However, the two 

novels differ significantly in tone and message. 

José Rizal's Noli Me Tángere and El Filibusterismo are 

intricately linked, sharing common threads that underscore their 

powerful social and political commentary. Both novels delve into 

the oppressive conditions of the Philippines under Spanish colonial 

rule, exposing the corruption, hypocrisy, and abuse of power by the 

friars and Spanish officials. Central characters like Crisostomo 

Ibarra, Elias, and Maria Clara recur, albeit in different forms, 

carrying the narrative across both works. The novels also employ 

similar literary devices, such as realism and satire, to critique 

societal ills and awaken the Filipino consciousness. Through these 

shared elements, Rizal's masterpieces form a cohesive narrative that 

continues to resonate with readers, inspiring generations to fight for 

justice and freedom (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; 

Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990).    

While both Noli Me Tángere and El Filibusterismo serve as 

scathing critiques of Spanish colonial rule in the Philippines, they 

differ significantly in their tone and proposed solutions. Noli Me 

Tángere presents a more hopeful outlook, emphasizing the potential 

for reform within the existing system. The novel highlights the 

importance of education and reason as tools for social change. 

Crisostomo Ibarra, the idealistic protagonist, embodies this belief, 

seeking to improve the lives of his fellow Filipinos through 

education and economic development. The novel suggests that by 

exposing the abuses of the colonial regime and appealing to the 

conscience of the Spanish authorities, it is possible to achieve 

gradual reform (Agoncillo, 1990; Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 

1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; Guerrero, 1990).    
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In contrast, El Filibusterismo takes a more radical and 

pessimistic approach. Rizal, disillusioned with the slow pace of 

reform and the intransigence of the colonial authorities, advocated 

for violent revolution as the only means to liberate the Philippines. 

The novel's protagonist, Simon, a transformed Ibarra, embodies this 

radical shift. He returns to the Philippines as a wealthy jeweler, 

plotting a revolution to overthrow the oppressive regime. Simon’s 

plan, though ultimately unsuccessful, underscores the growing 

frustration and desperation of the Filipino people (Agoncillo, 1990; 

Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; 

Guerrero, 1990).    

Watson (1998) commented that the shift in tone between the 

two novels reflects Rizal's evolving political consciousness. While 

Noli Me Tángere was written during a period of relative optimism 

and hope, El Filibusterismo reflects a growing sense of despair and 

a belief in the necessity of armed struggle. This shift is also a 

testament to the deteriorating conditions in the Philippines and the 

increasing intransigence of the Spanish colonial authorities. 

Despite their different approaches, both novels share a 

common goal: to awaken the Filipino people to the injustices of 

Spanish colonial rule and inspire them to fight for their freedom. By 

exposing the corruption, hypocrisy, and abuse of power of the friars 

and Spanish officials, Rizal's novels ignited a spirit of nationalism 

and paved the way for the Philippine Revolution (Agoncillo, 1990; 

Constantino, 1975; Schumacher, 1971; Zaide, 1994; Ocampo, 1995; 

Guerrero, 1990). 

Rizal's novels continue to resonate with readers today, 

inspiring generations to fight for justice and freedom. His writings 

have had a profound impact on Philippine history and culture. They 

ignited a spirit of nationalism and fueled the desire for independence 

among the Filipino people (Watson, 1998). 
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Furthermore, recent scholarship has shed new light on Rizal's 

works and their influence on Philippine society. For instance, 

scholars like Ambeth Ocampo and Doreen Fernandez have provided 

fresh insights into Rizal's life, writings, and legacy. Their work has 

helped to reframe our understanding of Rizal and his role in 

Philippine history. 

Rizal's Noli Me Tángere and El Filibusterismo remain timeless 

classics, offering profound insights into the human condition and the 

struggle for freedom. Through his powerful storytelling and incisive 

social commentary, Rizal continues to inspire and challenge us to 

strive for a better world. 

 

The Impact on Philippine Society 

Agoncillo, 199o; and Ocampo, 1995, stressed the magnitude 

of Fili. El Filibusterismo had a profound impact on Philippine 

society. It inspired a generation of Filipino revolutionaries, 

including Emilio Jacinto and Andres Bonifacio, who played a 

crucial role in the Philippine Revolution. The novel's message of 

resistance and self-determination resonated with the Filipino people 

and fueled their desire for independence. 

The novel continues to inspire and challenge readers today. Its 

timeless themes of oppression, injustice, and the pursuit of freedom 

remain relevant in the 21st century. The novel's impact on Philippine 

literature and culture is undeniable, and it continues to be studied 

and analyzed by scholars and students alike. El Filibusterismo is a 

powerful and provocative work of literature that has had a lasting 

impact on Philippine history and culture. It is a testament to Rizal's 

unwavering commitment to the cause of Philippine independence 

and his belief in the power of the written word to inspire change 

(Agoncillo, 1990, p. 123). 
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The Failure of Reform and the Rise of Revolution 

In Noli Me Tángere (Rizal, 1887), Rizal's initial approach was 

one of reform. He believed that through education, reason, and 

peaceful dialogue, change could be achieved. However, the novel's 

scathing critique of Spanish colonial abuses and the indifference of 

the colonial authorities highlighted the futility of such a strategy. 

The failure of reform paved the way for a more radical 

approach, as depicted in El Filibusterismo (Rizal, 1891). The 

protagonist, Simon, embodies this shift. Disillusioned by the lack of 

progress and the continued oppression of the Filipino people, Simon 

turns to revolution as the only viable solution. 

Rizal's portrayal of Simon's failed revolution in El 

Filibusterismo (Rizal, 1891) underscores the challenges faced by 

those who sought to liberate the Philippines. The novel highlights 

deep-seated problems within Filipino society, such as corruption, 

apathy, and a lack of unity, which hindered the success of the 

revolutionary movement. Ultimately, the failure of reform and the 

rise of revolution in the Philippines can be attributed to a 

combination of factors, which we will detail in the succeeding 

discussions. 

According to Ileto, (1997); and Agoncillo (1956), the Spanish 

colonial government, entrenched in its oppressive system, refused 

to address the legitimate grievances of the Filipino people. This 

intransigence, coupled with the economic exploitation of the 

Philippines, led to widespread poverty and suffering among the 

Filipino populace. The corrupt practices of Spanish officials and the 

clergy further alienated the Filipino people, fueling their discontent. 

Moreover, the lack of unity among the Filipino people 

hindered their efforts to unite against the oppressor. Internal 

divisions and conflicts weakened the revolutionary movement, 
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making it difficult to mount a coordinated and effective challenge to 

Spanish colonial rule (Agoncillo, 1956; Ileto, 1997). 

Ultimately, the combination of these factors led to the outbreak 

of the Philippine Revolution. The Filipino people, inspired by the 

ideals of freedom and independence, rose against their oppressors, 

marking a turning point in Philippine history. By exploring these 

factors, we can gain a deeper understanding of the complex 

historical context that led to the Philippine Revolution (Agoncillo, 

1956; Ileto, 1997). 

 

The Role of Education in the Philippine Revolution  

Education played a pivotal role in igniting the Philippine 

Revolution. The Spanish colonial education system, while initially 

limited, eventually opened doors for Filipinos to access knowledge 

and ideas from the West. This exposure to new ideas and 

philosophies challenged the status quo and ignited a spirit of 

nationalism. 

The Propaganda Movement, a reformist movement led by 

Filipino intellectuals, emphasized the importance of education in 

achieving social and political change. Figures like Jose Rizal, 

Marcelo H. del Pilar, and Graciano Lopez-Jaena used their 

education to expose the injustices of Spanish colonial rule and to 

inspire their countrymen. They wrote essays, articles, and novels 

that criticized the colonial system and advocated for reforms 

(Agoncillo, 1956). 

Education also empowered Filipinos to think critically and to 

question authority. It fostered a sense of national identity and a 

desire for independence. As more and more Filipinos became 

educated, they realized the potential for a better future and were 

willing to fight for it (Ileto, 1997). 
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To sum it up, education was a powerful tool in the hands of 

Filipino revolutionaries. It empowered them to think critically, to 

challenge the status quo, and to unite for a common cause. By 

exposing the injustices of Spanish colonial rule, education ignited 

the spark of revolution and paved the way for Philippine 

independence. 

 

The Impact of Rizal's Writings on the Revolutionary Movement  

 Terry Pratchett's (2005), witty observation, "The pen is 

mightier than the sword if the sword is very short, and the pen is 

very sharp," offers a humorous yet insightful commentary on the 

power of words. While the adage "the pen is mightier than the 

sword" has been used for centuries to emphasize the power of 

language over physical force, Pratchett's twist adds a layer of nuance 

and humor. 

By highlighting the importance of the pen's sharpness, 

Pratchett underscores the potency of well-crafted words. A sharp 

pen, wielded by a skilled writer, can cut through falsehoods, expose 

injustice, and inspire change. The power of language to persuade, 

provoke, and enlighten is undeniable. A single sentence can ignite a 

revolution, heal a wound, or spark creativity. 

However, Pratchett's quip also serves as a reminder that the 

pen's power is limited. A sharp pen, without a clear purpose or a 

skilled hand, can be as ineffective as a blunt sword. The true power 

of the pen lies not only in its sharpness but also in the ideas and 

emotions it conveys. It is through the careful selection of words, the 

artful construction of sentences, and the skillful use of rhetoric that 

the pen can truly wield its influence. These skills were found in 

Rizal’s writings and rhetoric. 
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Jose Rizal's literary works, particularly Noli Me Tángere and 

El Filibusterismo (Rizal, 1887; Rizal, 1891), were instrumental in 

igniting the Philippine Revolution. Through his powerful 

storytelling and insightful social commentary, Rizal exposed the 

injustices and corruption of Spanish colonial rule. 

His novels served as a wake-up call for the Filipino people. 

They painted a vivid picture of the oppressive conditions under 

Spanish rule, highlighting the rampant abuse of power, the 

exploitation of the masses, and the hypocrisy of the colonial 

administration. By exposing these issues, Rizal awakened a sense of 

national consciousness among Filipinos. 

Furthermore, Rizal's writings inspired a generation of 

reformists and revolutionaries. His ideas about education, social 

justice, and political independence resonated with many Filipinos 

who were eager to break free from Spanish colonial domination. His 

works provided a blueprint for the revolution, outlining the 

problems that needed to be addressed and the goals that needed to 

be achieved (Agoncillo, 1956). 

Ultimately, Rizal's martyrdom cemented his status as a 

national hero. His execution by the Spanish authorities further 

fueled the revolutionary movement, inspiring countless Filipinos to 

rise against the oppressors. His legacy continues to inspire 

generations of Filipinos to strive for a better future. 

 

The Role of Women in the Philippine Revolution  

Agoncillo, 1956; Ileto, 1997, pointed out that the role of 

women is often overlooked in history books, women played a 

pivotal role in the Philippine Revolution. They were not merely 

passive observers but active participants in the struggle for 

independence.  Many women served as nurses, caring for the 
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wounded soldiers and providing essential medical aid. They were 

also instrumental in gathering supplies, cooking food, and providing 

logistical support to the revolutionary forces. Some women even 

took up arms and fought alongside men on the battlefield. They 

displayed courage and bravery, defying societal expectations and 

risking their lives for the cause of freedom.    

The Philippine Revolution was a period of significant change 

and upheaval, marked by the bravery and sacrifice of countless 

Filipinos. While men are often celebrated as the primary figures of 

this historical event, the contributions of women were equally vital 

and often overlooked. Women of all social classes played crucial 

roles in the revolution, from soldiers and spies to nurses and 

fundraisers (Agoncillo, 1956; Ileto, 1997). 

Ileto (1997) further highlights that one of the most prominent 

women figures was Gregoria de Jesus, known as "Oriang." She was 

a young woman who joined the Katipunan, a revolutionary 

organization, and served as a courier, carrying messages and 

supplies between Katipunan members. Her bravery and dedication 

to the cause made her a symbol of female empowerment and 

revolutionary spirit.    

Another significant figure was Melchora Aquino, fondly 

called "Tandang Sora." She provided shelter, food, and medical care 

to revolutionary fighters. Her home served as a refuge for wounded 

soldiers and a haven for Katipunan members. Tandang Sora's 

unwavering support for the revolution and her selfless acts of 

kindness earned her the respect and admiration of the Filipino 

people (Agoncillo, 1956). 

Beyond these notable figures, countless other women 

contributed to the revolution in various ways. They served as nurses, 

tending to the wounded and sick; they cooked meals for the soldiers; 

they gathered supplies and funds; and they spread revolutionary 
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propaganda. Their efforts were essential to the success of the 

revolution, as they provided the necessary support and resources for 

the fighters.    

While the Philippine Revolution is often associated with male 

heroes, it is crucial to recognize the invaluable contributions of 

women. Their courage, resilience, and unwavering commitment to 

the cause of independence deserve to be celebrated and 

remembered. By acknowledging the roles of women in the 

revolution, we can gain a more complete and accurate understanding 

of this pivotal moment in Philippine history (Agoncillo, 1956; Ileto, 

1997). 

 

The International Context of the Philippine Revolution  

The Philippine Revolution was not an isolated event but rather 

a part of a broader global trend of anti-colonial movements. It was 

shaped by a complex interplay of local and international factors, 

including the decline of the Spanish Empire, the rise of American 

imperialism, and the broader currents of 19th-century nationalism. 

By the late 19th century, the Spanish Empire, once a global 

superpower, was in decline. A series of economic, political, and 

social problems had weakened the empire's ability to maintain its 

vast colonial possessions. The Spanish-American War of 1898 

marked a significant turning point, as Spain was defeated by the 

United States and forced to cede its remaining colonies, including 

the Philippines. 

The late 19th century was also a period of intense global 

competition, as European powers and the United States sought to 

expand their empires. The United States emerged as a major 

imperial power, driven by a desire for economic and strategic 

dominance. The Spanish-American War provided the United States 
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with an opportunity to acquire new territories, including the 

Philippines. 

The Philippine-American War was a brutal conflict that pitted 

the Filipino revolutionaries against the U.S. military. The U.S. 

government, despite its rhetoric of liberating the Philippines from 

Spanish colonial rule, sought to impose its colonial authority over 

the archipelago. This led to a bloody and protracted war that lasted 

for several years. 

The war highlighted the complex and contradictory nature of 

U.S. foreign policy. On the one hand, the United States presented 

itself as a champion of democracy and self-determination. On the 

other hand, its actions in the Philippines demonstrated a willingness 

to use military force to expand its empire. 

According to Agoncillo (1956), the Philippine Revolution was 

influenced by global ideas. He deduced that the Philippine 

revolution was connected to the global intellectual currents of the 

19th century. Ideas of nationalism, liberalism, and democracy, 

which were spreading throughout Europe and the Americas, inspired 

Filipino intellectuals to challenge Spanish colonial rule. Rizal's 

writings, for example, reflected the influence of European 

Enlightenment thought. 

International diplomacy played a significant role in shaping 

the course of the Philippine Revolution. The United States, as a 

rising global power, exerted considerable influence over the 

outcome of the conflict. Other nations, such as Germany and France, 

also had interests in the region and sought to exploit the situation to 

their advantage (Agoncillo, 1956; Ileto, 1997). 

The Philippine Revolution, despite its tragic outcome, left a 

legacy. It inspired other anti-colonial movements in Asia and Africa, 

demonstrating that even a small nation could challenge the might of 
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a colonial power. The sacrifices of the Filipino revolutionaries have 

not been forgotten, and their struggle continues to inspire future 

generations (Agoncillo, 1956; Ileto, 1997). 

The Philippine Revolution also highlights the complex and 

often contradictory nature of imperialism and nationalism. While 

nationalism can be a powerful force for positive change, it can also 

lead to conflict and violence. The legacy of the Philippine 

Revolution serves as a reminder of the importance of understanding 

the historical context of political movements and the potential 

consequences of nationalist aspirations (Agoncillo, 1956; Ileto, 

1997; and Council on Foreign Relations, 2023).    

By examining the international context of the Philippine 

Revolution, we can gain a deeper understanding of the factors that 

shaped this pivotal event in Philippine history. It is essential to 

consider the global forces at play, as well as the specific historical 

and cultural context of the Philippines, to fully appreciate the 

complexity of the revolutionary movement. 

 

The Legacy of the Philippine Revolution 

The Philippine Revolution, a pivotal moment in the nation's 

history, left a legacy that continues to shape the Philippines today. 

This revolutionary period ignited a spirit of nationalism, fostered a 

sense of identity, and paved the way for significant social and 

political changes. 

The Revolution ignited a strong sense of nationalism among 

Filipinos. It fostered a shared identity and a collective desire for 

independence. The sacrifices of countless heroes, like Jose Rizal, 

Andres Bonifacio, and Emilio Aguinaldo, inspired generations of 

Filipinos to strive for a better future (Agoncillo, 1956; Ileto, 1997). 
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The Revolution introduced democratic ideals, such as popular 

sovereignty and representative government. Although the early 

years of Philippine independence were marred by challenges and 

setbacks, the seeds of democracy were sown during this period. The 

Revolution paved the way for social and economic reforms. It led to 

the abolition of the feudal system, which had oppressed the Filipino 

masses for centuries. Additionally, the Revolution spurred efforts to 

modernize the country and improve the lives of ordinary Filipinos. 

While the Revolution was a significant milestone in Philippine 

history, it also left a complex legacy. The period of American 

colonial rule that followed the Revolution had both positive and 

negative consequences. The Americans introduced modern 

infrastructure, education, and healthcare systems, but they also 

imposed their own cultural and political values on the Filipino 

people. The Revolution's legacy is also marked by internal divisions 

and conflicts. The assassination of Andres Bonifacio, the leader of 

the Katipunan, and the subsequent power struggles among 

revolutionary leaders weakened the movement and hindered its 

progress (Agoncillo, 1956). 

Despite these challenges, the Philippine Revolution remains a 

source of inspiration for Filipinos. It is a reminder of the importance 

of fighting for freedom, justice, and self-determination. The 

sacrifices of the heroes of the Revolution continue to inspire 

generations to strive for a better future. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jos%C3%A9_Rizal
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Learning Tasks for Chapter III: Jose Rizal: The Nationalists 

and the Reformers 

Understanding the Context 

1. Historical Timeline. Create a timeline of significant events in 

the Philippines during the Spanish colonial period, 

highlighting key dates and figures. 

2. Colonial Society. Research and discuss the social, political, 

and economic conditions in the Philippines during Spanish 

colonial rule. 

3. The Role of the Catholic Church. Analyze the influence of the 

Catholic Church on Philippine society and politics during the 

Spanish colonial period. 

 

Analyzing Rizal's Life and Works 

1. Rizal's Early Life: Trace Rizal's early life, education, and 

experiences that shaped his worldview. 

2. Noli Me Tangere and El Filibusterismo:  

o Summarize the main plots and themes of both novels. 

o Analyze the characters and their significance to the story. 

o Discuss the social and political issues raised in the 

novels. 

3. Rizal's Exile: Explain the reasons for Rizal's exile to Dapitan 

and his activities during his exile. 

The Rise of Nationalism and Reform 

1. The Propaganda Movement: Discuss the goals and objectives 

of the Propaganda Movement. 
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2. Key Figures: Research the contributions of other prominent 

figures in the Propaganda Movement, such as Marcelo H. del 

Pilar and Graciano Lopez-Jaena.    

3. The Katipunan: Explain the formation and goals of the 

Katipunan, a revolutionary organization.    

Critical Thinking and Analysis 

1. Rizal's Legacy: Evaluate Rizal's impact on Philippine history 

and culture. 

2. The Role of Education: Discuss the role of education in the 

Philippine Revolution. 

3. The Impact of Colonialism: Analyze the long-term effects of 

Spanish colonialism on the Philippines. 

4. The Rise of Nationalism: Explain the factors that contributed 

to the rise of Filipino nationalism. 

5. The Role of Women in the Revolution: Research the 

contributions of women to the Philippine Revolution. 

Creative Activities 

1. Character Analysis: Create a character analysis of a significant 

character from Rizal's novels. 

2. Historical Fiction: Write a short story or a play based on a 

historical event or character from the Philippine Revolution. 

3. Art Project: Create a visual representation of a scene from 

Rizal's novels or a significant event in Philippine history. 

4. Debate: Organize a debate on the following topic: "Was Rizal 

a revolutionary or a reformer?" 

 

 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Propaganda-Movement#:~:text=L%C3%B3pez%20Jaena%2C%20Rizal%2C%20and%20journalist,and%20magazines%2C%20poetry%2C%20and%20pamphleteering
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Propaganda-Movement#:~:text=L%C3%B3pez%20Jaena%2C%20Rizal%2C%20and%20journalist,and%20magazines%2C%20poetry%2C%20and%20pamphleteering
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CHAPTER IV 

JOSE RIZAL: THE MARTYR AND THE HERO 

“To foretell the destiny of a nation, it is necessary to open the book that tells 

of her past” – Dr. Jose P. Rizal 

 

Introduction 

Jose Rizal, a towering figure in Philippine history, was a 

polymath, a writer, and a revolutionary. His intellectual brilliance, 

coupled with his unwavering commitment to justice and equality, 

made him a formidable force against Spanish colonial oppression. 

Rizal's literary masterpieces, Noli Me Tángere and El 

Filibusterismo, exposed the systemic corruption, abuse of power, 

and religious hypocrisy that characterized Spanish colonial rule. 

These novels ignited a spark of nationalism and inspired a 

generation of Filipinos to fight for their freedom. 

Ultimately, Rizal's unwavering commitment to his ideals led 

to his tragic execution. His martyrdom, however, solidified his 

status as a national hero. Rizal's legacy extends far beyond his 

lifetime. He is revered as a symbol of courage, intelligence, and 

patriotism. His writings continue to inspire generations of Filipinos, 

reminding them of the importance of critical thinking, social justice, 

and national pride. 

 

Intended Learning Outcomes 

At the end of this chapter, students should be able to: 

1. Analyze the historical and socio-political context of the 

Philippines during the Spanish colonial period. 



150 
 

2. Discuss the life and works of Jose Rizal, particularly his 

novels Noli Me Tángere and El Filibusterismo. 

3. Evaluate the impact of Rizal's writings on the Philippine 

national consciousness. 

4. Explain the role of Rizal in the Propaganda Movement and 

the Philippine Revolution. 

5. Assess the significance of Rizal's martyrdom in shaping 

Philippine history. 

6. Apply Rizal's ideals and values to contemporary issues and 

challenges. 

7. Critique the Spanish colonial system and its impact on the 

Philippines. 

8. Value the sacrifices of Rizal and other Filipino heroes in the 

struggle for independence. 

 

The Katipunan and the Revolution  

The accounts of Agoncillo (1956); and Ileto (1997) 

highlighted that the Katipunan, a revolutionary society founded by 

Andres Bonifacio, played a crucial role in igniting the Philippine 

Revolution. This secret organization aimed to liberate the 

Philippines from Spanish colonial rule through armed struggle. 

Frustrated by the slow pace of reforms and the continued oppression 

of the Filipino people, a group of young revolutionaries, led by 

Andres Bonifacio, established the Katipunan in 1892. The 

organization was inspired by the ideals of liberty, equality, and 

fraternity. 

The primary goal of the Katipunan was to achieve Philippine 

independence through armed revolution. The organization sought to 
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overthrow Spanish colonial rule and establish a sovereign Filipino 

nation. To achieve this goal, the Katipunan members engaged in 

various activities. The Katipunan, a secret revolutionary society 

founded in 1892, played a pivotal role in igniting the Philippine 

Revolution. Frustrated by the slow pace of reforms and the 

continued oppression of the Filipino people, a group of young 

revolutionaries, led by Andres Bonifacio, established the Katipunan 

to liberate the Philippines from Spanish colonial rule through armed 

struggle (Agoncillo, 1956; Ileto, 1997; Zaide, 1954; Constantino, 

1975; Guerrero, 1990). 

The Katipunan's activities were shrouded in secrecy. They 

recruited new members, primarily from the lower classes, to expand 

their ranks. Rigorous training in military tactics and combat skills 

was provided to prepare their members for the impending conflict. 

To mobilize public support and spread revolutionary ideas, the 

Katipunan disseminated propaganda materials, such as leaflets and 

newspapers. The organization also meticulously planned its uprising 

through secret meetings, devising strategies and tactics to overthrow 

Spanish colonial authority (Agoncillo, 1956; Ileto, 1997; Zaide, 

1954; Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 1990). 

The culmination of these efforts was the Cry of Pugad Lawin 

on August 23, 1896, which marked the beginning of the Philippine 

Revolution. The Katipuneros, armed with bolos and other makeshift 

weapons, bravely confronted the Spanish forces, sparking a 

nationwide uprising (Agoncillo, 1956; Ileto, 1997; Zaide, 1954; 

Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 1990). 

Despite facing numerous challenges, including a lack of 

weapons, ammunition, and military training, the Katipunan and its 

members fought valiantly against the Spanish colonial forces. Their 

sacrifices and heroism inspired the Filipino people to unite and fight 
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for their freedom (Agoncillo, 1956; Ileto, 1997; Zaide, 1954; 

Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 1990). 

The account of Guerrero (1990) revealed that Katipunan 

launched the Philippine Revolution on August 23, 1896, with the 

Cry of Pugad Lawin. This event marked the beginning of armed 

resistance against Spanish colonial rule. The Katipuneros, armed 

with bolos and other makeshift weapons, attacked Spanish 

authorities and government installations. 

The revolution unfolded Philippine revolution was a bloody 

and protracted conflict that lasted for several years. The Katipuneros 

fought bravely against the Spanish colonial forces, but they faced 

numerous challenges, including a lack of weapons, ammunition, and 

military training. Despite these difficulties, they managed to inflict 

significant damage on the Spanish forces and inspire the Filipino 

people to fight for their freedom (Agoncillo, 1956; Ileto, 1997; 

Zaide, 1954; Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 1990). 

The Katipunan employed various tactics to achieve its goals. 

These include recruitment and propaganda which we discuss in the 

succeeding part. One of which was recruitment. The organization 

actively recruited new members, particularly from the lower classes. 

They sought to build a mass movement that could challenge the 

Spanish colonial regime. Another is the propaganda. The Katipunan 

disseminated revolutionary ideas through various means, including 

printed materials, oral communication, and secret meetings. They 

used coded language and symbols to avoid detection by the Spanish 

authorities. 

The Katipunan, recognizing the need for a well-trained and 

disciplined force, established training camps to prepare its members 

for armed conflict. In these camps, Katipuneros were taught basic 

military tactics, including combat strategies, marksmanship, and the 

use of various weapons. This rigorous training regimen aimed to 
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equip them with the necessary skills to confront the Spanish colonial 

forces. 

To weaken the Spanish colonial infrastructure and disrupt their 

operations, the Katipunan engaged in acts of economic sabotage. 

They targeted vital facilities, such as telegraph lines and government 

buildings, to disrupt communication and hinder the movement of 

troops. By disrupting the enemy's supply lines and infrastructure, 

the Katipunan aimed to weaken their military capabilities. 

Ultimately, the Katipunan's goal was to launch a full-scale 

revolution against Spanish rule. They meticulously planned and 

executed attacks on Spanish military installations, government 

offices, and other strategic targets. These attacks were designed to 

demoralize the Spanish forces and inspire the Filipino people to join 

the revolution (Guerrero, 1990). 

Agoncillo (1956); and Zaide (1954), penned that Katipunan's 

legacy is profound. It inspired a generation of Filipinos to fight for 

their freedom and independence. The organization's sacrifices and 

heroism continue to inspire Filipinos today. The Katipunan's ideals 

of liberty, equality, and fraternity remain relevant in the struggle for 

a just and equitable society. The Katipunan's failure to achieve 

immediate victory did not diminish its significance. Its legacy lives 

on, inspiring future generations to fight for their rights and to strive 

for a better future. The Katipunan's story is a testament to the power 

of the human spirit and the enduring struggle for freedom and 

justice. 

While Jose Rizal was not a direct participant in the armed 

revolution, his intellectual contributions and unwavering 

commitment to the cause of Philippine independence were 

instrumental in igniting the revolutionary spirit. His novels, Noli Me 

Tángere and El Filibusterismo, served as powerful tools to expose 

the systemic injustices and corruption of Spanish colonial rule. 
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Through his vivid portrayal of the suffering of the Filipino people, 

Rizal awakened a sense of national consciousness and inspired a 

generation to fight for their freedom (Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 

1990). 

Rizal's novels not only exposed the ills of Spanish colonialism 

but also provided a blueprint for a reformed and independent 

Philippines. He advocated for education, reason, and peaceful 

protest as the means to achieve social and political change. 

However, as the colonial authorities continued to oppress the 

Filipino people, Rizal's faith in peaceful reform began to waver 

(Agoncillo, 1956; Ileto, 1997; Zaide, 1954). 

The martyrdom of Rizal further galvanized the revolutionary 

movement. His execution by the Spanish authorities turned him into 

a symbol of Filipino nationalism and a martyr for the cause of 

independence. His death sparked outrage and fueled the desire for 

revolution. The Katipunan, inspired by Rizal's ideals, intensified its 

efforts to overthrow Spanish rule (Agoncillo, 1956; Ileto, 1997; 

Zaide, 1954; Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 1990). 

However, it is essential to note that Rizal's vision for the 

Philippines did not necessarily align with the violent path chosen by 

the Katipunan. He advocated for peaceful reforms and believed in 

the power of education and reason. Despite his reservations about 

armed revolution, Rizal's influence on the Philippine Revolution is 

undeniable. His writings and ideas provided the intellectual 

foundation for the movement, and his martyrdom inspired countless 

Filipinos to fight for their freedom (Guerrero, 1990). 

Rizal's legacy extends far beyond his lifetime. He is revered as 

a national hero and a symbol of Filipino identity. His writings 

continue to inspire generations of Filipinos to strive for a better 

future. By understanding Rizal's life and works, we can gain a 
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deeper appreciation for the complexities of Philippine history and 

the enduring power of the human spirit (Agoncillo, 1956). 

 

Rizal’s Arrest, Trial, And Execution 

In 1896, as the Philippine Revolution was gaining momentum, 

Rizal's writings and influence were seen as a threat to Spanish 

colonial rule. The Spanish authorities, fearing his ability to incite 

further unrest, arrested him in Manila. Accused of involvement in 

the Katipunan, a revolutionary organization, Rizal was detained and 

imprisoned. 

Many authors called Rizal’s trial farcical. Rizal's trial was a 

sham, a mere formality designed to justify his execution. The 

Spanish authorities, eager to silence this dangerous voice, 

manipulated the legal process to ensure a guilty verdict. The trial 

was marred by irregularities, with fabricated evidence and coerced 

witnesses. Despite these injustices, Rizal remained steadfast in his 

defense, using the courtroom as a platform to expose the systemic 

corruption and oppression of Spanish colonial rule (Constantino, 

1975). 

 Rizal's execution on December 30, 1896, at Bagumbayan 

Field (now Rizal Park) transformed him into a martyr for the 

Filipino people. His martyrdom ignited a fire of revolution, inspiring 

countless Filipinos to revolt against Spanish colonial rule. His 

sacrifice galvanized the Katipunan and other revolutionary 

organizations, fueling their determination to achieve independence 

(Agoncillo, 1956; Ileto, 1997; Zaide, 1954; Constantino, 1975; 

Guerrero, 1990).    
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 Fig. 32: Jose Rizal’s execution in Bagumbayan, now Luneta on December 30, 

   1896, at 7:00 in the morning 

 Source:   https://joserizalss014.wordpress.com/2012/11/05/arrest-exile- 

   incarceration-and-death/ 

 

According to Constantino (1975); and Guerrero (1990), Rizal's 

execution had a profound impact on the international community. 

News of his martyrdom spread throughout the world, drawing 

attention to the plight of the Filipino people and generating 

sympathy for their cause. International condemnation of Spanish 

brutality further isolated the colonial regime and strengthened the 

Filipino revolutionary movement. 

Rizal's legacy extends far beyond his tragic death. His writings 

continue to inspire and challenge people around the world. His ideas 

about education, social justice, and human rights remain relevant 

today. By understanding the circumstances of his arrest, trial, and 

execution, we can appreciate the immense courage and sacrifice of 
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this great Filipino hero. Rizal's martyrdom serves as a reminder of 

the power of the human spirit to overcome adversity and fight for 

justice. His legacy inspires us to strive for a better future, a future 

free from oppression and injustice (Agoncillo, 1956; Constantino, 

1975; Guerrero, 1990). 

   

A Deeper Dive into Rizal's Trial 

Rizal's trial was a travesty of justice. The Spanish authorities, 

determined to silence him, manipulated the legal process to ensure 

a guilty verdict. The prosecution presented fabricated evidence and 

coerced witnesses to implicate Rizal in the Katipunan's 

revolutionary activities. 

Despite the overwhelming evidence against him, Rizal 

remained defiant. He used the courtroom as a platform to expose the 

injustices of Spanish colonial rule and to articulate his vision for a 

free and independent Philippines. His eloquent defense captivated 

the audience and inspired many to join the cause of revolution. 

However, the Spanish colonial authorities were determined to 

silence Rizal. They ignored his defense and sentenced him to death 

by firing squad. The execution of Rizal was a calculated move by 

the Spanish government to crush the growing nationalist movement. 

They hoped that by eliminating Rizal, they could quell the 

revolutionary spirit of the Filipino people (Agoncillo, 1956; Ileto, 

1997; Zaide, 1954; Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 1990). 

 

The International Impact of Rizal's Martyrdom 

Rizal's martyrdom had a significant impact on the international 

community. News of his execution spread throughout the world, 

generating sympathy and support for the Filipino cause. Many 
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international organizations and individuals condemned the Spanish 

colonial government for its brutal treatment of Rizal (Agoncillo, 

1956; Guerrero, 1990). 

The martyrdom of Rizal also strengthened the Filipino 

revolutionary movement. It galvanized the Katipunan and other 

revolutionary organizations, inspiring them to fight with renewed 

vigor. Rizal's sacrifice became a rallying cry for the Filipino people, 

uniting them in their struggle for independence (Ileto, 1997; Zaide, 

1954; Guerrero, 1990). 

In essence, Rizal's arrest, trial, and execution were pivotal 

moments in Philippine history. His martyrdom transformed him into 

a symbol of Filipino nationalism and a martyr for the cause of 

independence. His legacy continues to inspire generations of 

Filipinos to strive for a better future (Agoncillo, 1956; Zaide, 1954; 

Constantino, 1975). 

 

Jose Rizal’s Legacy  

Jose Rizal, the national hero of the Philippines, remains a 

towering figure in Philippine history. His life, works, and 

martyrdom have left an enduring legacy that continues to inspire 

generations of Filipinos. 

Rizal's literary masterpieces, Noli Me Tángere and El 

Filibusterismo, were instrumental in awakening the Filipino 

consciousness. These novels exposed the systemic corruption, 

injustice, and oppression of Spanish colonial rule. Through his 

powerful storytelling, Rizal ignited a sense of nationalism and 

inspired Filipinos to fight for their freedom (Agoncillo, 1956; 

Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 1990). 
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Rizal's unwavering commitment to his ideals led to his tragic 

execution. His martyrdom transformed him into a symbol of Filipino 

nationalism and a martyr for the cause of independence. His 

sacrifice inspired countless Filipinos to revolt against Spanish 

colonial rule and fight for their freedom (Agoncillo, 1956; 

Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 1990). 

Beyond his revolutionary spirit, Rizal was a man of immense 

intellectual and artistic talent. He excelled in various fields, 

including medicine, literature, and the arts. His writings, both in 

Spanish and Tagalog, demonstrated his deep understanding of 

human nature and his passion for social justice. Rizal's legacy is 

deeply intertwined with the formation of Filipino national identity. 

His writings and actions helped to define what it means to be 

Filipino. He emphasized the importance of education, reason, and 

critical thinking in shaping a progressive and enlightened society. 

Rizal's legacy continues to inspire Filipinos to this day. His ideals of 

patriotism, social justice, and human rights remain relevant in the 

21st century. His life and works serve as a reminder of the 

importance of standing up for what is right, even in the face of 

adversity (Ileto, 1997; Zaide, 1954; Constantino, 1975). 

In a nutshell, Jose Rizal's legacy is a testament to the power of 

the human spirit. His sacrifice and unwavering commitment to his 

ideals have made him an enduring symbol of hope and inspiration. 

His legacy will continue to shape the future of the Philippines for 

generations to come (Agoncillo, 1956; Ileto, 1997; Zaide, 1954; 

Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 1990). 

 

Rizal's Martyrdom: A Spark Ignited 

Jose Rizal's execution on December 30, 1896, was a pivotal 

moment in Philippine history. It wasn't just the end of a life; it was 
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the spark that ignited a nation. Rizal's martyrdom transformed him 

into a symbol of Filipino nationalism. His execution, a deliberate act 

of oppression by the Spanish colonial government, galvanized the 

Filipino people. It was a stark reminder of the brutality of colonial 

rule and the sacrifices required for freedom (Constantino, 1975; 

Guerrero, 1990). 

Rizal's death further fueled the revolutionary movement led by 

the Katipunan. His martyrdom inspired Filipinos to revolt against 

Spanish oppression and fight for their independence. The 

Katipunan, emboldened by Rizal's sacrifice, intensified their efforts 

to overthrow Spanish colonial rule (Ileto, 1997; Zaide, 1954; 

Constantino, 1975). 

Rizal's writings, particularly Noli Me Tángere and El 

Filibusterismo, had already awakened a sense of national 

consciousness among Filipinos. His martyrdom amplified this 

message, inspiring a generation of Filipinos to dream of a free and 

independent nation (Agoncillo, 1956; Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 

1990). His execution also highlighted the injustices of Spanish 

colonial rule and the need for radical change. It exposed the 

hypocrisy and brutality of the colonial system, galvanizing the 

revolutionary movement (Agoncillo, 1956). 

Rizal's legacy extends far beyond his martyrdom. He was a 

brilliant polymath, a passionate reformer, and a dedicated patriot. 

His writings continue to inspire and challenge Filipinos to strive for 

a better future. His advocacy for education, social justice, and good 

governance remains relevant today. Rizal's vision of a prosperous 

and independent Philippines continues to guide the nation. Rizal's 

martyrdom serves as a reminder of the sacrifices made by countless 

Filipinos in the struggle for freedom. It is a call to action for future 

generations to continue the fight for justice, equality, and human 

rights. 
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By understanding the significance of Rizal's martyrdom, we 

can appreciate the sacrifices of our heroes and the struggles of our 

ancestors. It is a reminder of the importance of preserving our 

history and heritage, and of striving for a better future for our nation 

(Agoncillo, Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 1990). 

 

José Rizal: A Luminary in the Philippine Dawn 

José Rizal, the national hero of the Philippines, remains a 

towering figure in Philippine history. His life, works, and 

martyrdom have left an enduring legacy that continues to inspire 

generations of Filipinos. Born in Calamba, Laguna, in 1861, Rizal's 

intellectual brilliance was evident from a young age. He excelled in 

his studies, mastering various languages and disciplines, including 

medicine, philosophy, and literature. 

Rizal's literary genius is perhaps his most enduring legacy. His 

novels, Noli Me Tángere and El Filibusterismo, are considered 

masterpieces of Philippine literature and powerful critiques of 

Spanish colonial rule. Through his vivid characters and compelling 

narratives, Rizal ignited a sense of nationalism and inspired 

Filipinos to fight for their freedom (Agoncillo, 1956; Guerrero, 

1990). 

Beyond his literary pursuits, Rizal was a dedicated advocate 

for social reform. He believed in the power of education and actively 

promoted literacy among Filipinos. He founded La Liga Filipina, a 

civic organization aimed at fostering unity, progress, and civic 

consciousness. Rizal's vision for a reformed Philippines extended 

beyond mere political independence; he sought to create a society 

based on justice, equality, and progress. 

However, Rizal's unwavering commitment to his ideals 

ultimately led to his tragic demise. Accused of sedition by the 
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Spanish colonial authorities, he was executed by firing squad in 

1896. His martyrdom, far from silencing his voice, ignited a 

firestorm of resistance that culminated in the Philippine Revolution. 

Rizal's sacrifice transformed him into a symbol of national unity and 

a beacon of hope for a nation yearning for freedom (Constantino, 

1975; Guerrero, 1990). Rizal's legacy continues to resonate in the 

modern world. His writings remain relevant, offering profound 

insights into the complexities of colonialism, the importance of 

education, and the pursuit of social justice. His emphasis on unity 

and national identity is particularly timely in an era of globalization 

and cultural fragmentation. 

Rizal's life and work serve as a constant reminder of the power 

of individual action and the importance of fighting for what is right. 

His enduring spirit inspires generations of Filipinos and people 

around the world to strive for a more just and equitable society. As 

we reflect on Rizal's legacy, we are reminded of the sacrifices made 

by countless heroes who fought for freedom and dignity. By 

honoring Rizal's memory, we honor the past and inspire the future 

(Zaide, 1954; Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 1990). 

 

A Deeper Dive into Rizal's Literary Masterpieces 

Noli Me Tángere and El Filibusterismo are not merely works 

of fiction; they are powerful social commentaries that exposed the 

ills of Spanish colonial rule. Noli Me Tángere (Touch Me Not) is a 

poignant exploration of the hypocrisy and corruption within the 

clergy and the government. Rizal's protagonist, Crisostomo Ibarra, 

returns to the Philippines after studying abroad, only to encounter a 

society plagued by injustice and oppression. Through Ibarra's eyes, 

Rizal exposed the abuses of power, the exploitation of the masses, 

and the stifling influence of the Catholic Church (Agoncillo, 1956; 

Guerrero, 1990). 
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El Filibusterismo (The Filibusterism) is a more radical and 

pessimistic work, reflecting Rizal's growing disillusionment with 

the possibility of peaceful reform. The novel delves into themes of 

revolution, martyrdom, and the ultimate price of freedom. Simon, a 

wealthy jeweler, is a transformed Ibarra, driven by a desire for 

revenge against the colonial oppressors. His plan to incite a 

revolution, however, ultimately fails, leading to his downfall (Zaide, 

1954; Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 1990). 

Rizal's Impact on Philippine Nationalism. Rizal's writings 

played a crucial role in shaping Philippine nationalism. His novels 

awakened a sense of national identity among Filipinos, inspiring 

them to question the legitimacy of Spanish colonial rule. The 

characters in his novels, such as Ibarra, Elias, and Simon, became 

iconic figures representing the aspirations and struggles of the 

Filipino people. His advocacy for education was another key aspect 

of his contribution to Philippine nationalism. He believed that 

education was essential for the intellectual and moral development 

of the Filipino people. By promoting literacy and critical thinking, 

Rizal empowered Filipinos to challenge the status quo and demand 

their rightful place in society (Constantino, 1975). Rizal's Enduring 

Legacy. Rizal's legacy extends far beyond his literary and 

intellectual contributions. He is a symbol of resistance, a martyr for 

freedom, and a beacon of hope for the Filipino people. His ideals of 

justice, equality, and progress continue to inspire generations. 

Agoncillo (1990) illustrious statements about Rizal. He further 

stressed that in the Philippines, Rizal is revered as a national hero. 

His birthday, June 19th, is a national holiday, and his image is 

ubiquitous on Philippine currency and public monuments. His 

writings are studied in schools, and his legacy is celebrated through 

cultural events and historical commemorations. Beyond the 

Philippines, Rizal's influence can be felt throughout the world. His 
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works have been translated into numerous languages, and his ideas 

continue to resonate with people who struggle for freedom and 

justice. Rizal's legacy is a testament to the power of the human spirit 

and the enduring impact of one person's vision. 

In today's rapidly changing world, characterized by Volatility, 

Uncertainty, Complexity, and Ambiguity (VUCA), the relevance of 

historical figures and their philosophies might seem outdated. 

However, the ideals of José Rizal, the Philippine national hero, 

remain surprisingly pertinent to the challenges we face in the 21st 

century. The acronym VUCA encapsulates the dynamic and 

unpredictable nature of our 21st-century world. Volatility refers to 

the rapid pace of change, uncertainty to the lack of predictability, 

complexity to the interconnectedness of global systems, and 

ambiguity to the lack of clarity in situations. These factors can be 

overwhelming, leading to anxiety, confusion, and a sense of 

powerlessness. 

Despite living in a vastly different era, Rizal's ideals offer a 

timeless compass to navigate the complexities of the VUCA world. 

His emphasis on education, critical thinking, and social reform is 

particularly relevant in today's information age. He recognized the 

transformative power of education. He believed that an educated 

populace is a powerful force for change. In the digital age, education 

is more accessible than ever before. However, it's crucial to 

distinguish between mere information consumption and critical 

thinking. Rizal's emphasis on critical analysis and problem-solving 

skills remains essential for navigating the deluge of information. 

Rizal was a fearless critic of the Spanish colonial regime. He 

encouraged people to question authority, to think for themselves, 

and to challenge the status quo. In a world where misinformation 

and disinformation are rampant, critical thinking is more important 
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than ever. By cultivating a skeptical mindset, we can better discern 

fact from fiction and make informed decisions. 

Jose Rizal was a champion of social justice and human rights. 

He advocated for the rights of the marginalized and oppressed. In 

today's globalized world, issues of inequality, discrimination, and 

human rights violations persist. Rizal's ideals can inspire us to fight 

for a more just and equitable society. 

 

Applying Rizal's Ideals to the VUCA World 

One might wonder if Rizal’s martyrdom is still relevant in the 

VUCA world. To apply Rizal's ideals to the VUCA world and be a 

vanguard of freedom and peace in this country, we must embrace a 

holistic approach that combines intellectual rigor with moral 

courage. 

First, Lifelong Learning and a Lifelong learner. Just as Rizal 

continuously sought knowledge and self-improvement, we must 

embrace a lifelong learning mindset. This involves staying curious, 

seeking out new information, and adapting to changing 

circumstances. 

Second, Digital Literacy. In the digital age, digital literacy is 

essential. It involves not only the ability to use technology but also 

the ability to critically evaluate information and discern fact from 

fiction. 

Third, Empathy and Compassion. Rizal was deeply 

empathetic and compassionate. He understood the suffering of 

others and worked tirelessly to alleviate their pain. In a world often 

characterized by division and hatred, empathy and compassion are 

essential for building bridges and fostering understanding. 
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Third. Civic Engagement. Rizal was actively involved in civic 

affairs. He believed in the power of collective action to bring about 

positive change. In today's world, there are numerous opportunities 

to engage in civic activities, from volunteering to advocating for 

social justice. 

Fourth, Moral Courage. Rizal dared to speak truth to power 

and to stand up for what he believed in. In a world where conformity 

is often rewarded, moral courage is essential for challenging 

injustice and promoting ethical behavior. 

By embracing Rizal's ideals, we can navigate the complexities 

of the VUCA world with greater confidence and purpose. His legacy 

serves as a reminder that even in the face of adversity, the human 

spirit can prevail. José Rizal's ideals remain remarkably relevant in 

the VUCA world. His emphasis on education, critical thinking, 

social justice, and moral courage provides a powerful framework for 

navigating the challenges of the 21st century. By embracing his 

legacy, we can build a better future for ourselves and future 

generations (Agoncillo, 1956; Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 1990). 
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Learning Tasks for Chapter IV: Jose Rizal: The Martyr and 

Hero 

Task 1: Historical Analysis 

1. Research: Delve deeper into the historical context of the 

Spanish colonial period in the Philippines. Explore specific 

events, policies, and social conditions that influenced Rizal's 

life and work. 

2. Analysis: Analyze the impact of Spanish colonialism on 

Philippine society, culture, and economy. How did these 

factors contribute to the rise of nationalism and the desire for 

independence? 

3. Critical Thinking: Evaluate the effectiveness of the 

Propaganda Movement in achieving its goals. What were the 

strengths and weaknesses of this movement? 

Task 2: Literary Analysis 

1. Reading Comprehension: Read Noli Me Tángere and El 

Filibusterismo thoroughly. Identify the main themes, 

characters, and symbols in each novel. 

2. Textual Analysis: Analyze the literary techniques used by 

Rizal in his novels. How do these techniques contribute to the 

overall impact of the works? 

3. Critical Thinking: Discuss the significance of Rizal's use of 

satire and irony in his novels. How does this literary device 

enhance the critique of Spanish colonialism? 

Task 3: Historical Significance 

1. Research: Investigate the role of Rizal's martyrdom in 

igniting the Philippine Revolution. How did his execution 
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galvanize the Katipunan and other revolutionary 

organizations? 

2. Analysis: Evaluate the impact of Rizal's ideas on Philippine 

nationalism. How did his writings contribute to the formation 

of a Filipino national identity? 

3. Critical Thinking: Discuss the relevance of Rizal's ideals in 

contemporary Philippine society. How can we apply his 

teachings to address current social and political issues? 

Task 4: Creative Expression 

1. Creative Writing: Write a short story or poem inspired by a 

character or event from Rizal's life or works. 

2. Art and Design: Create a visual representation of a significant 

scene or theme from Rizal's novels. 

3. Performance: Develop a dramatic performance or a spoken 

word piece based on a specific passage from Rizal's writings. 

Task 5: Community Engagement 

1. Historical Tour: Organize a historical tour of significant sites 

related to Rizal's life and work. 

2. Community Outreach: Conduct a workshop or seminar on 

Rizal's life and legacy for a specific community group, such as 

students, teachers, or senior citizens. 

3. Social Action Project: Initiate a community project inspired 

by Rizal's ideals of social justice and human rights. 
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CHAPTER V 

JOSE RIZAL’S WORKS AND WRITINGS: A DEEPER DIVE 

 

“I want to show to those who deprive people of the right to love of 

country, that when we know how to sacrifice ourselves for our 

duties and convictions, death does not matter” – Dr. Jose P. Rizal 

 

Introduction 

José Rizal, the Philippines' national hero, is renowned for his 

literary brilliance and intellectual depth. His works, particularly Noli 

Me Tángere and El Filibusterismo, have had a profound impact on 

the Philippine national consciousness. 

In this chapter, we will delve deeper into Rizal's literary works, 

examining their historical and cultural significance. We will explore 

the themes, characters, and symbolism that underpin these novels, 

as well as their impact on the Philippine Revolution. 

Additionally, we will examine Rizal's other writings, including 

his essays, poems, and letters. These works offer valuable insights 

into his thoughts, feelings, and aspirations. By studying Rizal's 

writings, we can gain a better understanding of the intellectual and 

political climate of the 19th-century Philippines and the challenges 

faced by Filipinos during that time. 

 

Intended Learning Outcomes 

By the end of this chapter, students should be able to: 

1. Analyze the historical and socio-political context of Rizal's 

writings. 
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2. Evaluate the literary techniques and stylistic devices used in 

Noli Me Tángere and El Filibusterismo. 

3. Interpret the symbolism and allegory present in Rizal's 

works. 

4. Assess the impact of Rizal's writings on the Philippine 

Revolution. 

5. Critique the colonial mentality and societal issues exposed in 

Rizal's novels. 

6. Apply Rizal's ideas to contemporary social and political 

issues. 

 

Rizal, the Poet: A Tapestry of Emotions and Ideas 

José Rizal, the national hero of the Philippines, remains a 

towering figure in Philippine history. His life, works, and 

martyrdom have left an enduring legacy that continues to inspire 

generations of Filipinos. Born in Calamba, Laguna, in 1861, Rizal's 

intellectual brilliance was evident from a young age. He excelled in 

his studies, mastering various languages and disciplines, including 

medicine, philosophy, and literature. 

Some writers acclaimed that Rizal's literary genius is perhaps 

his most enduring legacy. His novels, Noli Me Tángere and El 

Filibusterismo, are considered masterpieces of Philippine literature 

and powerful critiques of Spanish colonial rule. Through his vivid 

characters and compelling narratives, Rizal ignited a sense of 

nationalism and inspired Filipinos to fight for their freedom 

(Agoncillo, 1956; Ileto, 1997). 

Beyond his literary pursuits, Rizal was a dedicated advocate 

for social reform. He believed in the power of education and actively 

promoted literacy among Filipinos. He founded La Liga Filipina, a 
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civic organization aimed at fostering unity, progress, and civic 

consciousness. Rizal's vision for the reformed Philippines extended 

beyond mere political independence; he sought to create a society 

based on justice, equality, and progress (Agoncillo, 1956; Ileto, 

1997; Zaide, 1954; Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 1990). 

However, Rizal's unwavering commitment to his ideals 

ultimately led to his tragic demise. Accused of sedition by the 

Spanish colonial authorities, he was executed by firing squad in 

1896. His martyrdom, far from silencing his voice, ignited a 

firestorm of resistance that culminated in the Philippine Revolution. 

Rizal's sacrifice transformed him into a symbol of national unity and 

a beacon of hope for a nation yearning for freedom (Agoncillo, 

1956; Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 1990). 

Rizal's legacy continues to resonate in the modern world. His 

writings remain relevant, offering profound insights into the 

complexities of colonialism, the importance of education, and the 

pursuit of social justice. His emphasis on unity and national identity 

is particularly timely in an era of globalization and cultural 

fragmentation. His life and work serve as a constant reminder of the 

power of individual action and the importance of fighting for what 

is right. His enduring spirit inspires generations of Filipinos and 

people around the world to strive for a more just and equitable 

society. As we reflect on Rizal's legacy, we are reminded of the 

sacrifices made by countless heroes who fought for freedom and 

dignity. By honoring Rizal's memory, we honor the past and inspire 

the future (Agoncillo, 1956; Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 1990). 

Noli Me Tángere and El Filibusterismo are not merely works 

of fiction; they are powerful social commentaries that exposed the 

ills of Spanish colonial rule. Noli Me Tángere (Touch Me Not) is a 

poignant exploration of the hypocrisy and corruption within the 

clergy and the government. Rizal's protagonist, Crisostomo Ibarra, 
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returns to the Philippines after studying abroad, only to encounter a 

society plagued by injustice and oppression. Through Ibarra's eyes, 

Rizal exposed the abuses of power, the exploitation of the masses, 

and the stifling influence of the Catholic Church (Agoncillo, 1956; 

Guerrero, 1990). 

El Filibusterismo (The Filibusterism) is a more radical and 

pessimistic work, reflecting Rizal's growing disillusionment with 

the possibility of peaceful reform. The novel delves into themes of 

revolution, martyrdom, and the ultimate price of freedom. Simon, a 

wealthy jeweler, is a transformed Ibarra, driven by a desire for 

revenge against the colonial oppressors. His plan to incite a 

revolution, however, ultimately fails, leading to his downfall 

(Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 1990). 

 Rizal's writings played a crucial role in shaping Philippine 

nationalism. His novels awakened a sense of national identity 

among Filipinos, inspiring them to question the legitimacy of 

Spanish colonial rule. The characters in his novels, such as Ibarra, 

Elias, and Simon, became iconic figures representing the aspirations 

and struggles of the Filipino people. Rizal's advocacy for education 

was another key aspect of his contribution to Philippine nationalism. 

He believed that education was essential for the intellectual and 

moral development of the Filipino people. By promoting literacy 

and critical thinking, Rizal empowered Filipinos to challenge the 

status quo and demand their rightful place in society (Guerrero, 

1990). 

His legacy extends far beyond his literary and intellectual 

contributions. He is a symbol of resistance, a martyr for freedom, 

and a beacon of hope for the Filipino people. His ideals of justice, 

equality, and progress continue to inspire generations. In the 

Philippines, Rizal is revered as a national hero. His birthday, June 

19th, is a national holiday, and his image is ubiquitous on Philippine 
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currency and public monuments. His writings are studied in schools, 

and his legacy is celebrated through cultural events and historical 

commemorations. 

Beyond the Philippines, Rizal's influence can be felt 

throughout the world. His works have been translated into numerous 

languages, and his ideas continue to resonate with people who 

struggle for freedom and justice. Rizal's legacy is a testament to the 

power of the human spirit and the enduring impact of one person's 

vision.  

In today's rapidly changing world, characterized by Volatility, 

Uncertainty, Complexity, and Ambiguity (VUCA), the relevance of 

historical figures and their philosophies might seem outdated. 

However, the ideals of José Rizal, the Philippine national hero, 

remain surprisingly pertinent to the challenges we face in the 21st 

century. The acronym VUCA encapsulates the dynamic and 

unpredictable nature of our 21st-century world. Volatility refers to 

the rapid pace of change, uncertainty to the lack of predictability, 

complexity to the interconnectedness of global systems, and 

ambiguity to the lack of clarity in situations. These factors can be 

overwhelming, leading to anxiety, confusion, and a sense of 

powerlessness (Cruz, 2022). 

According to Cruz (2022), despite living in a vastly different 

era, Rizal's ideals offer a timeless compass to navigate the 

complexities of the VUCA world. His emphasis on education, 

critical thinking, and social reform is particularly relevant in today's 

information age. He believed that an educated populace is a 

powerful force for change. In the digital age, education is more 

accessible than ever before. However, it's crucial to distinguish 

between mere information consumption and critical thinking. 

Rizal's emphasis on critical analysis and problem-solving skills 

remains essential for navigating the deluge of information. 
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Rizal was a fearless critic of the Spanish colonial regime. He 

encouraged people to question authority, to think for themselves, 

and to challenge the status quo. In a world where misinformation 

and disinformation are rampant, critical thinking is more important 

than ever. By cultivating a skeptical mindset, we can better discern 

fact from fiction and make informed decisions. He advocated for the 

rights of the marginalized and oppressed. In today's globalized 

world, issues of inequality, discrimination, and human rights 

violations persist. Rizal's ideals can inspire us to fight for a more just 

and equitable society. By embracing Rizal's ideals, we can navigate 

the complexities of the VUCA world with greater confidence and 

purpose. His legacy serves as a reminder that even in the face of 

adversity, the human spirit can prevail. 

In essence, José Rizal's ideals remain remarkably relevant in 

the VUCA world. His emphasis on education, critical thinking, 

social justice, and moral courage provides a powerful framework for 

navigating the challenges of the 21st century. By embracing his 

legacy, we can build a better future for ourselves and future 

generations (Agoncillo, 1956; Ileto, 1997). 

 

The Enduring Legacy of Rizal's Poetry 

While José Rizal is primarily recognized for his 

groundbreaking novels, Noli Me Tángere and El Filibusterismo, his 

poetic works offer a more intimate glimpse into his soul. His poetry, 

a blend of romanticism and realism, reflects his deep love for his 

homeland, his social consciousness, and his unwavering 

commitment to truth and justice discussions (Agoncillo, 1956; 

Guerrero, 1990). 

Rizal's poetry spans a wide range of themes, from love and 

longing to social critique and political commentary. His early 
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poems, written in Spanish, often expressed his romantic feelings and 

youthful idealism. As he matured, his poetry took on a more serious 

tone, reflecting his growing awareness of the social and political 

issues of his time. 

One of Rizal's most famous poems, "A Mi Madre," is a 

heartfelt tribute to his mother, Doña Teodora Alonzo. The poem 

expresses deep love, gratitude, and admiration for his mother's 

unwavering support and guidance. It is a poignant reminder of the 

importance of family and the enduring bond between a mother and 

child. discussions (Agoncillo, 1956; Ileto, 1997; Guerrero, 1990). 

Rizal's love poems, while often romantic and sentimental, also 

reveal a deeper understanding of human nature and the complexities 

of love. His poems to his beloved Leonor Rivera, for example, are 

filled with longing, passion, and a sense of loss. These poems 

capture the bittersweet nature of love and the pain of separation. His 

poetry was not merely a personal expression of his emotions. It was 

also a powerful tool for social and political commentary. His poems 

often criticized the injustices of Spanish colonial rule and called for 

reforms. "A Filipinas" is a poignant example of Rizal's patriotic 

fervor. The poem expresses his deep love for his homeland and his 

longing for its freedom. 

Further, Rizal's poetry also reflects his keen observation of 

social issues. "Sa Aking mga Kababata" is a plea for education and 

national consciousness. The poem encourages young Filipinos to 

value their native language and to strive for excellence. It 

emphasizes the importance of education in shaping the future of the 

nation's discussions (Agoncillo, 1956; Guerrero, 1990). 

Rizal's poetry, like his novels, continues to inspire and resonate 

with readers today. His words are a testament to the power of the 

human spirit and the enduring struggle for freedom and justice. By 

exploring the depths of his poetry, we can gain a deeper 



176 
 

understanding of Rizal's character, his ideals, and his impact on 

Philippine history. 

Moreover, Rizal's poetry is a precious gift to the Filipino 

people. It is a reminder of our rich cultural heritage and a source of 

inspiration for future generations. By studying and appreciating his 

poetic works, we can honor his legacy and continue to strive for a 

better future discussion (Agoncillo, 1956; Constantino, 1975; 

Guerrero, 1990). 

To truly appreciate the beauty and depth of Rizal's poetry, it is 

essential to delve into his specific works. We will discuss some of 

his most notable poems in the succeeding José Rizal, the Philippines' 

national hero, who was a gifted poet whose works continue to 

inspire and resonate with readers today. Through his poetry, he 

expressed his deepest emotions, his love for his country, and his 

hopes for the future. 

One of Rizal's most famous poems is "A Mi Madre," a heartfelt 

tribute to his mother, Doña Teodora Alonzo. This poem expresses 

deep love, gratitude, and admiration for his mother's unwavering 

support and guidance. It is a poignant reminder of the importance of 

family and the enduring bond between a mother and child. 

Another significant poem is "Sa Aking mga Kababata," a plea 

for education and national consciousness. This poem encourages 

young Filipinos to value their native language and to strive for 

excellence. It emphasizes the importance of education in shaping the 

future of the nation. 

Further, "Kundiman" is a romantic poem that expresses love 

and longing. It captures the essence of love, its joys, and its sorrows. 

This poem reflects Rizal's youthful idealism and his belief in the 

power of love to overcome obstacles. 
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Finally, "Mi último adiós" is a poignant farewell poem written 

shortly before Rizal's execution. In this poem, he expresses his love 

for his homeland and his hope for a better future. It is a testament to 

his courage and his unwavering commitment to the cause of 

Philippine independence (Zaide, 1954). 

By analyzing these poems, we can gain a deeper understanding 

of Rizal's poetic style, his use of language, and his thematic 

concerns. We can also appreciate the emotional power and 

intellectual depth of his poetry. Rizal's poetry occupies a significant 

place in the history of Philippine literature. His works helped to 

establish a national literary tradition and inspired future generations 

of Filipino writers. His use of both Spanish and Tagalog allowed him 

to reach a wider audience and contribute to the development of both 

languages (Guerrero, 1990). 

Rizal's poetry is characterized by its romantic sensibility, 

social consciousness, and patriotic fervor. His poems often reflect 

the influence of European Romantic poets, such as Lord Byron and 

Victor Hugo. However, Rizal's poetry also draws on indigenous 

Filipino traditions and values. This fusion of Eastern and Western 

influences makes his work unique and enduring (Agoncillo, 1956; 

Ileto, 1997; Zaide, 1954; Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 1990). 

 

Jose Rizal’s Love Poems 

A Mi Madre. “A Mi Madre” is a poignant love poem written 

by José Rizal dedicated to his beloved mother, Doña Teodora 

Alonzo. This heartfelt piece is a testament to the deep bond between 

mother and son, a bond that transcends time and distance. Rizal’s 

words express profound gratitude, admiration, and love for his 

mother’s unwavering support and guidance (Constantino, 1975; 

Guerrero, 1990). 



178 
 

The poem is filled with imagery and emotion, painting a vivid 

picture of the love and care Rizal received from his mother. He 

acknowledges her sacrifices and her tireless efforts in raising him, 

highlighting her role in shaping his character and intellect. Rizal’s 

words convey a sense of longing and nostalgia, expressing his wish 

to have her by his side. 

Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 1990, revealed that beyond its 

significance, “A Mi Madre” holds deeper meaning for Filipinos and 

people worldwide. The poem celebrates the universal bond between 

mothers and their children, emphasizing the enduring nature of 

maternal love. It underscores the important role of mothers in 

shaping the future, inspiring and nurturing the next generation. 

In today’s world, “A Mi Madre” remains relevant. It serves as 

a reminder to appreciate and cherish our mothers, to express our 

gratitude for their sacrifices, and to honor the enduring bond of 

maternal love. The poem encourages us to reflect on the values 

instilled in us by our mothers, such as love, compassion, and 

perseverance (Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 1990). 

Rizal’s love for his mother is a testament to the power of 

familial bonds. “A Mi Madre” resonates with readers, inspiring them 

to express their love and gratitude to their mothers. It is a timeless 

masterpiece that celebrates the enduring power of maternal love 

(Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 1990). 

José Rizal, the Philippines' national hero, was not just a 

revolutionary and intellectual but also a passionate lover. His love 

for Leonor Rivera, his childhood sweetheart, inspired some of his 

most heartfelt and romantic poetry. 

Agoncillo (1956); and Guerrero (1990) opined that Rizal and 

Leonor shared a deep and enduring love. Their romance blossomed 

during their youth in Calamba, Laguna. However, their love story 
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was tragically cut short by circumstances beyond their control. As 

Rizal pursued his studies abroad, their relationship faced numerous 

challenges. Distance, cultural differences, and societal expectations 

tested the strength of their love. Despite these obstacles, their bond 

remained strong, as evidenced by the heartfelt letters they 

exchanged. His love for Leonor inspired him to write some of his 

most beautiful and poignant poems. These poems offer a glimpse 

into the depths of his emotions and the intensity of his love. Through 

his words, he expressed his longing, his hopes, and his fears. 

One of Rizal's most famous love poems, "A Mi Madre," is 

often interpreted as a tribute to his mother, Doña Teodora Alonzo. 

However, some scholars believe that the poem also reflects his love 

for Leonor. The deep affection and longing expressed in the poem 

can be seen as a metaphor for his love for Leonor (Agoncillo, 1956; 

Guerrero, 1990). 

Rizal's love poems continue to resonate with readers today. 

They offer a timeless perspective on love, loss, and sacrifice. Here's 

why they remain significant. Rizal's poems demonstrate the 

enduring power of love to transcend time, distance, and cultural 

barriers. His love for Leonor serves as an inspiration to those who 

believe in the power of love to conquer all. In an increasingly digital 

age, Rizal's love poems remind us of the importance of human 

connection. They remind us to cherish our loved ones and to express 

our feelings openly and honestly. Rizal's love for Leonor was 

intertwined with his love for his country. He sacrificed his happiness 

for the sake of his nation's freedom. His willingness to sacrifice for 

the greater good is a lesson that remains relevant today (Agoncillo, 

1956; Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 1990). 

José Rizal, the Philippines' national hero, was not only a 

brilliant novelist and essayist but also a talented poet. His poems, 

written in both Spanish and Tagalog, offer a glimpse into his 
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multifaceted personality, revealing his romantic side, his patriotic 

fervor, and his sharp wit. 

One of Rizal's most significant poetic works is his 

"Kundiman." While the traditional kundiman is a romantic love 

song, Rizal's version takes on a more patriotic and revolutionary 

tone. It is a powerful expression of love for the Philippines and a 

call for its liberation from Spanish colonial rule. 

In this poem, Rizal employs the traditional form of the 

kundiman to convey his message of hope and resistance. The 

melancholic tone of the kundiman, often associated with unrequited 

love, mirrors the plight of the Philippines under Spanish colonial 

oppression. However, Rizal subverts this traditional form to express 

his yearning for national liberation. 

The poem begins with a sense of despair, acknowledging the 

country's subjugation and the silence of its people. However, it 

quickly shifts to a hopeful tone, promising a future of freedom and 

glory. Rizal envisions a Philippines that will rise from the ashes, its 

name echoing throughout the world. 

The significance of Rizal's "Kundiman" lies in its ability to 

evoke strong emotions and inspire action. By using a familiar and 

beloved form, Rizal was able to connect with the hearts and minds 

of his countrymen. The poem's message of hope and resistance 

resonated with Filipinos, fueling their desire for independence. 

Moreover, Rizal's "Kundiman" highlights the power of art and 

literature to inspire social change. By using the poetic form to 

express his political and social views, Rizal demonstrated the 

potential of art to awaken consciousness and mobilize people to 

action. 

In the 21st century, Rizal's "Kundiman" continues to be 

relevant. It serves as a reminder of the importance of national 
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identity and the struggle for freedom and justice. The poem's 

message of hope and resilience is particularly significant in times of 

adversity and uncertainty. 

By studying Rizal's "Kundiman," we can gain a deeper 

understanding of the Filipino spirit and the sacrifices made by our 

heroes. It inspires us to cherish our cultural heritage and to strive for 

a better future for our nation (Agoncillo, 1956; Constantino, 1975). 

 

Adios, Patria Adorada: A Farewell to the Beloved Fatherland 

José Rizal's "Adios, Patria Adorada" (Farewell, Beloved 

Fatherland) is a poignant and powerful poem written shortly before 

his execution in 1896. It is considered one of the most significant 

works in Philippine literature, encapsulating the spirit of nationalism 

and sacrifice. 

The poem is a heartfelt farewell to the Philippines, a country 

Rizal deeply loved. He expresses his unwavering love for his 

homeland, its people, and its beauty. The poem is filled with 

imagery, evoking the Philippines' natural splendor and its rich 

cultural heritage. Rizal's poetic language paints a vivid picture of the 

country, from its lush forests to its pristine beaches. 

However, the poem also reflects the dark reality of Spanish 

colonial rule. Rizal laments the oppression and injustice suffered by 

the Filipino people. He expresses his hope for a future free from 

tyranny and colonialism. The poem is a call to arms, urging his 

fellow Filipinos to fight for their freedom and independence 

(Agoncillo, 1956; Ileto, 1997; Zaide, 1954; Constantino, 1975; 

Guerrero, 1990). 

Agoncillo (1965); and Constantino (1975) highlighted the  

significance of adios, Patria Adorada in the 21st century. The poem 
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continues to inspire Filipinos to love their country and to strive for 

its betterment. It serves as a reminder of the sacrifices made by our 

heroes in the fight for independence.  

The poem's message of hope and resistance remains relevant 

today. It encourages us to fight for justice, equality, and human 

rights. Rizal's unwavering courage and determination in the face of 

death are an inspiration to all. His poem reminds us that even in the 

darkest of times, the human spirit can prevail (Agoncillo, 1956; 

Ileto, 1997; Zaide, 1954; Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 1990). 

Adios, Patria Adorada is a masterpiece of Philippine literature. 

Its poetic beauty and powerful message have captivated readers for 

generations. By studying Rizal's Adios, Patria Adorada, we can gain 

a deeper understanding of the Filipino people's struggle for 

independence. It is a reminder of the sacrifices made by our heroes 

and a source of inspiration for future generations. 

 

Jose Rizal’s Patriotic Poems 

José Rizal, the Philippines' national hero, was not merely a 

novelist and essayist. He was also a gifted poet whose works ignited 

the spirit of nationalism and inspired generations of Filipinos. His 

poetry, a blend of romanticism and social commentary, reflects his 

deep love for his homeland and his unwavering commitment to 

justice and freedom (Abinales & Amoroso, 2005).   

Through his poetry, Rizal expressed his concerns about the 

plight of the Filipino people under Spanish colonial rule. He used 

his words to expose the injustices, corruption, and oppression that 

plagued the nation. His poems served as a powerful tool to awaken 

the consciousness of his fellow Filipinos and to inspire them to fight 

for their rights (Agoncillo, 1956; Ileto, 1997; Zaide, 1954; 

Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 1990).    
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In the following sections, we will delve deeper into some of 

Rizal's most significant patriotic poems. We will explore their 

themes, symbolism, and their impact on Philippine history. By 

understanding the power of Rizal's poetry, we can appreciate his 

enduring legacy and his contribution to the Filipino nation. 

 

A Filipinas (To the Philippines) 

A Filipinas is a beautiful and evocative poem by José Rizal, 

expressing his deep love and admiration for his homeland. In this 

sonnet, Rizal paints a vivid picture of the Philippines, describing its 

natural beauty, rich culture, and the resilience of its people 

(Agoncillo, 1956; Ileto, 1997; Zaide, 1954; Constantino, 1975; 

Guerrero, 1990). 

According to Zaide (1954); and Constantino (1975), the poem 

celebrates the Philippines' unique identity, highlighting its blend of 

Eastern and Western influences. Rizal portrays the country as a 

goddess, adored by both the East and the West. He emphasizes the 

importance of preserving and promoting Filipino culture and 

heritage. 

The significance of "A Filipinas" for 21st-century Filipinos 

lies in its timeless message of patriotism and national pride. The 

poem reminds us of the beauty and richness of our country, inspiring 

us to appreciate and protect our natural resources and cultural 

heritage. It also encourages us to strive for excellence and to 

contribute to the progress and development of our nation 

(Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 1990). 

Moreover, A Filipinas serves as a reminder of the sacrifices 

made by our heroes, like Rizal himself, in the fight for 

independence. It inspires us to continue their legacy by upholding 
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the values of freedom, justice, and equality (Constantino, 1975; 

Guerrero, 1990). 

In today's globalized world, A Filipinas is a call to embrace our 

identity as Filipinos. It encourages us to be proud of our heritage and 

to contribute to the global community. The poem's message of love 

and hope continues to resonate with Filipinos, inspiring us to dream 

big and to work towards a brighter future. 

 

A la Juventud Filipina or To the Filipino Youth 

One of Rizal's most significant poetic works is "A la Juventud 

Filipina" or "To the Filipino Youth." Written when he was just 18 

years old, this poem is a testament to his early brilliance and his deep 

love for his country. 

In this poem, Rizal exhorts the youth to harness their potential 

and use their talents to uplift the nation. He emphasizes the 

importance of education, particularly in the fields of science and the 

arts. Rizal believed that a well-educated youth could contribute to 

the progress and development of the Philippines (Agoncillo, 1956; 

Ileto, 1997; Zaide, 1954; Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 1990). 

According to Constantino (1975), the poem also calls on the 

youth to cultivate a sense of national identity and pride. Rizal urges 

them to learn their native language, Tagalog, and to appreciate their 

cultural heritage. He believes that a strong sense of national identity 

is essential for the survival and prosperity of the Filipino people. 

Beyond its patriotic message, "To the Filipino Youth" also 

reflects Rizal's aspirations and dreams. He yearns for a future where 

the Philippines is recognized as a great nation and respected by other 

countries. He believes that the youth, with their energy, intelligence, 
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and creativity, can make this dream a reality (Agoncillo, 1956; 

Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 1990). 

Guerrero (1990) opined that the significance of "To the 

Filipino Youth" extends beyond its historical context. The poem's 

message of hope, inspiration, and patriotism continues to resonate 

with young Filipinos today. It serves as a reminder of the importance 

of education, hard work, and dedication. 

In the 21st century, Rizal's call to the youth remains relevant. 

As the Philippines faces numerous challenges, such as poverty, 

inequality, and corruption, the youth have a critical role to play in 

shaping the nation's future. By embracing education, pursuing their 

passions, and upholding ethical values, young Filipinos can 

contribute to the progress and development of their country 

(Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 1990). 

Rizal's "To the Filipino Youth" is a timeless masterpiece that 

continues to inspire generations. It is a testament to the power of the 

human spirit and the importance of education, patriotism, and social 

justice. By studying and appreciating this poem, we can gain a 

deeper understanding of Rizal's vision for the Philippines and his 

enduring legacy (Agoncillo, 1956; Ileto, 1997). 

 

Jose Rizal’s Satirical Poems 

 José Rizal was not only a novelist but also a talented poet. His 

satirical poems, often written in a humorous tone, served as a 

powerful tool to critique the Spanish colonial regime. Through his 

poetry, Rizal exposed the hypocrisy, corruption, and oppression that 

characterized colonial society. By using satire, he could subtly 

criticize the authorities without risking outright condemnation. His 

poems, such as "A la Juventud Filipina" and "Sa Aking mga 

Kabata," inspired a sense of nationalism and patriotism among 
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Filipinos, encouraging them to strive for education, progress, and 

independence. We will go deeper into its work in the subsequent 

discussions. 

José Rizal's "El Consejo de los Dioses" (The Council of the 

Gods) is a satirical work that employs mythological figures to 

critique the colonial powers vying for control over the Philippines. 

Through this allegorical tale, Rizal subtly exposes the greed, 

hypocrisy, and absurdity of European imperialism. 

In this work, Rizal imagines a council of gods, including 

Jupiter, Neptune, and Minerva, discussing the fate of the 

Philippines. Each god represents a different colonial power, vying 

for dominance over the archipelago. Through humorous and ironic 

dialogue, Rizal satirizes the self-serving motives and petty 

squabbles of these powerful nations. By using mythological figures, 

Rizal adds a layer of irony and absurdity to his critique. He 

highlights the contrast between the lofty ideals of these gods and 

their base desires. The gods, despite their divine status, are portrayed 

as petty and self-interested, much like the human rulers they 

represent (Zaide, 1954; Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 1990). 

In their accounts, Zaide (1954); Constantino (1975); and 

Guerrero (1990), disclosed that through his satirical wit, Rizal 

challenged the notion of divine right and the legitimacy of colonial 

rule. He exposes the hypocrisy of European powers that claimed to 

bring civilization and Christianity to the Philippines while 

exploiting its resources and oppressing its people. 

El Consejo de los Dioses is a testament to Rizal's intellectual 

brilliance and his ability to use humor to convey serious social and 

political messages. By analyzing this work, we can gain a deeper 

understanding of Rizal's satirical style and his commitment to social 

justice (Agoncillo, 1956; Ileto, 1997; Zaide, 1954; Constantino, 

1975; Guerrero, 1990). 
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Furthermore, the poem's relevance extends beyond its 

historical context. It serves as a reminder of the dangers of 

unchecked power and the importance of critical thinking. By 

satirizing the self-serving motives of powerful nations, Rizal 

encourages us to question authority and challenge the status of El 

Consejo de los Dioses: A Satirical Critique. José Rizal's "El Consejo 

de los Dioses" (The Council of the Gods) is a satirical work that 

employs mythological figures to critique the colonial powers vying 

for control over the Philippines. Through this allegorical tale, Rizal 

subtly exposes the greed, hypocrisy, and absurdity of European 

imperialism (Agoncillo, 1956; Guerrero, 1990). 

In this work, Rizal imagines a council of gods, including 

Jupiter, Neptune, and Minerva, discussing the fate of the 

Philippines. Each god represents a different colonial power, vying 

for dominance over the archipelago. Through humorous and ironic 

dialogue, Rizal satirizes the self-serving motives and petty 

squabbles of these powerful nations. 

By using mythological figures, Rizal adds a layer of irony and 

absurdity to his critique. He highlights the contrast between the lofty 

ideals of these gods and their base desires. The gods, despite their 

divine status, are portrayed as petty and self-interested, much like 

the human rulers they represent. Through his satirical wit, Rizal 

challenges the notion of divine right and the legitimacy of colonial 

rule. He exposes the hypocrisy of European powers that claimed to 

bring civilization and Christianity to the Philippines while 

exploiting its resources and oppressing its people (Zaide, 1954; 

Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 1990). 

El Consejo de los Dioses is a testament to Rizal's intellectual 

brilliance and his ability to use humor to convey serious social and 

political messages. By analyzing this work, we can gain a deeper 
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understanding of Rizal's satirical style and his commitment to social 

justice (Agoncillo, 1956; Ileto, 1997). 

Furthermore, the poem's relevance extends beyond its 

historical context. It serves as a reminder of the dangers of 

unchecked power and the importance of critical thinking. By 

satirizing the self-serving motives of powerful nations, Rizal 

encourages us to question authority and challenge the status quo 

(Guerrero, 1990). 

 

Rizal's Poetry in the Context of Philippine Literature 

Rizal's poetry occupies a significant place in the history of 

Philippine literature. His works helped to establish a national literary 

tradition and inspired future generations of Filipino writers. His use 

of both Spanish and Tagalog allowed him to reach a wider audience 

and contribute to the development of both languages. His poetry is 

characterized by its romantic sensibility, social consciousness, and 

patriotic fervor. His poems often reflect the influence of European 

Romantic poets, such as Lord Byron and Victor Hugo. However, 

Rizal's poetry also draws on indigenous Filipino traditions and 

values. This fusion of Eastern and Western influences makes his 

work unique and enduring (Zaide, 1954; Guerrero, 1990). 

Jose Rizal's poetry continues to inspire and challenge readers 

today. His words are a testament to the power of the human spirit 

and the enduring struggle for freedom and justice. By studying and 

appreciating his poetic works, we can gain a deeper understanding 

of Rizal's character, his ideals, and his impact on Philippine history. 

Rizal's poetry is a precious gift to the Filipino people. It is a reminder 

of our rich cultural heritage and a source of inspiration for future 

generations. By embracing Rizal's poetic legacy, we can continue to 
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build a better future for ourselves and our nation (Agoncillo, 1956; 

Constantino, 1975). 

 

Jose Rizal’s Essays and Articles  

José Rizal, the Philippines' national hero, was not only a gifted 

novelist and poet but also a prolific essayist and journalist. His 

writings, spanning a wide range of topics, reflect his intellectual 

brilliance and his deep commitment to social and political reform. 

Rizal's essays and articles were a powerful tool for exposing the 

injustices of Spanish colonial rule. He used his pen to critique the 

corrupt government, the oppressive clergy, and the backwardness of 

Philippine society. Through his writings, he awakened the Filipino 

people to the need for change and inspired them to fight for their 

rights (Agoncillo, 1956; Ileto, 1997; Zaide, 1954; Constantino, 

1975; Guerrero, 1990). 

One of Rizal's most significant essays is "El Filibusterismo," a 

sequel to his novel "Noli Me Tángere." In this work, Rizal delves 

deeper into the social and political problems of the Philippines. He 

criticizes the lack of education, the abuse of power, and the 

exploitation of the masses. Another important essay is "Sobre la 

Indolencia de los Filipinos." In this work, Rizal challenges the 

common stereotype that Filipinos are indolent. He argues that the 

apparent indolence of Filipinos is a result of centuries of oppression 

and exploitation. He calls on his fellow Filipinos to break free from 

the chains of colonialism and to work towards a brighter future 

(Guerrero, 1990). 

Rizal's writings also reflect his global perspective. He was 

well-versed in the works of European philosophers and writers, and 

he drew inspiration from their ideas. His essays and articles often 

discussed international affairs, such as the French Revolution and 



190 
 

the American Civil War (Ileto, 1997; Zaide, 1954). Through his 

writings, Rizal sought to connect the Philippines to the global 

community. He believed that the Philippines could learn from the 

experiences of other nations and that Filipinos could contribute to 

the global discourse. 

 Constantino (1975); and Guerrero (1990), predicated that 

Rizal's essays and articles continue to inspire and challenge readers 

today. They are a testament to his intellectual brilliance and his 

unwavering commitment to social justice. By studying his writings, 

we can gain a deeper understanding of Philippine history and the 

struggles of the Filipino people. Moreover, Rizal's writings offer 

valuable insights into the human condition. His reflections on love, 

loss, and the meaning of life are as relevant today as they were in 

the 19th century. Rizal's essays and articles are a powerful tool for 

understanding the past and shaping the future. By studying his 

works, we can learn from his mistakes and triumphs and strive to 

build a better world. 

 

Rizal’s Writings on Various Topics, Including History, Culture, 

And Society 

José Rizal, the Philippines' national hero, was a multifaceted 

individual whose intellectual pursuits extended far beyond his 

renowned novels. His writings on history, culture, and society offer 

valuable insights into the Philippines during the Spanish colonial 

period. 

Rizal's keen interest in history led him to delve into the past of 

the Philippines. He meticulously researched historical documents 

and artifacts, analyzing the country's pre-colonial past and its 

subsequent colonization by Spain. His historical writings provide a 

critical perspective on the Spanish colonial regime, highlighting its 
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oppressive policies and its negative impact on Filipino society 

(Agoncillo, 1956). 

In his book Constantino (1975) disclosed that Rizal was deeply 

concerned with the preservation of Filipino culture. He recognized 

the importance of language, traditions, and customs in shaping a 

nation's identity. Through his writings, he encouraged Filipinos to 

embrace their cultural heritage and to resist the imposition of foreign 

values. He emphasized the need to revive indigenous languages and 

promote Filipino literature and art. 

While Guerrero (1990) portrayed Rizal as a passionate 

advocate for social reform. He identified various social ills, such as 

poverty, illiteracy, and corruption, and proposed solutions to address 

these problems. He called for education as a tool for empowerment, 

urging Filipinos to acquire knowledge and skills to improve their 

lives. He also advocated for the development of industries and 

commerce to boost the economy. 

Rizal's political writings offer a profound analysis of the 

Philippine situation under Spanish colonial rule. He exposed the 

corrupt practices of the colonial government and the abuses of the 

clergy. He argued for reforms, such as greater autonomy for the 

Philippines and representation in the Spanish Cortes. However, as 

his hopes for peaceful reform dwindled, he began to support the idea 

of revolution (Zaide, 1954). 

 

The Enduring Legacy of Rizal's Writings 

Ileto (1997); Constantino (1975); and Guerrero (1990), 

documented interesting facts about the national hero. Rizal's 

writings continue to inspire and inform generations of Filipinos. His 

insightful analysis of Philippine history, culture, and society remains 
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relevant today. His advocacy for education, social justice, and 

national independence continues to guide the nation's aspirations. 

By studying Rizal's writings, we can gain a deeper 

understanding of the Philippines' past and present. His works serve 

as a reminder of the importance of critical thinking, historical 

consciousness, and social responsibility. One could imagine that 

José Rizal's legacy extends far beyond his literary masterpieces. His 

writings on history, culture, and society offer a comprehensive 

understanding of the Philippines during the Spanish colonial period. 

By studying his works, we can appreciate his intellectual brilliance, 

his unwavering patriotism, and his enduring legacy (Constantino, 

1975). 

 

Rizal's Enduring Influence: Shaping Philippine Thought 

Authors like Constantino (1975); and  Guerrero (1990), 

depicted that José Rizal's essays have had a profound impact on 

Philippine thought, shaping the nation's identity and aspirations. His 

writings challenged the status quo, exposed the injustices of Spanish 

colonial rule, and inspired a generation of Filipinos to fight for 

independence.    

One of Rizal's most significant contributions to Philippine 

thought is his advocacy for education. He believed that education 

was the key to progress and empowerment. Through his essays, he 

emphasized the importance of critical thinking, scientific inquiry, 

and the cultivation of intellectual curiosity. Rizal's call for education 

continues to resonate with Filipinos today, inspiring them to pursue 

knowledge and skills that can uplift their lives and society 

(Agoncillo, 1956; Ileto, 1997; and Guerrero, 1990). 

Similarly, Constantino (1975); and Guerrero (1990), 

highlighted another important theme in Rizal's writings is 
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nationalism. He encouraged Filipinos to develop a strong sense of 

national identity and pride. He emphasized the importance of 

preserving Filipino culture and language, and he urged Filipinos to 

unite against foreign oppression. Rizal's nationalist ideas have 

shaped the Filipino psyche, fostering a sense of belonging and 

shared purpose.    

Rizal's essays also highlight the importance of social justice 

and human rights. He exposed the injustices faced by the Filipino 

people, particularly the indigenous communities and the 

marginalized sectors of society. His writings inspired countless 

Filipinos to fight for equality, fairness, and human dignity 

(Agoncillo, 1956; Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 1990).  

Moreover, Rizal's writings have influenced the development 

of Philippine literature. His use of language, his storytelling 

techniques, and his ability to evoke emotion have inspired 

generations of Filipino writers. His novels, essays, and poems 

continue to be studied and appreciated, shaping the course of 

Philippine literature (Zaide, 1954; Constantino, 1975). José Rizal's 

essays have had a lasting impact on Philippine thought. His ideas 

continue to inspire and challenge Filipinos to strive for a better 

future. By studying his works, we can gain a deeper understanding 

of our history, culture, and identity.    

 

Rizal’s Artistic and Scientific Pursuits  

Beyond his literary prowess and political activism, José Rizal 

was a man of diverse talents and interests. He was a skilled artist 

and a keen observer of the natural world. Rizal's artistic and 

scientific pursuits not only enriched his own life but also contributed 

to the cultural and intellectual development of the Philippines.    
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As an artist, Rizal was a talented painter and sculptor. His 

works often depicted scenes from nature, historical events, and 

everyday life. He was particularly skilled at capturing the beauty of 

the Philippine landscape and the unique characteristics of its people. 

Rizal's artistic talent was not merely a hobby but a means of 

expression and a way to connect with the world around him (Zaide, 

1954; Constantino, 1975). 

In addition to his artistic pursuits, Rizal was also a dedicated 

scientist. Agoncillo, 1956; Ileto, 1997; Zaide, 1954; Constantino, 

1975; Guerrero, 1990, disclosed that Rizal had a keen interest in 

botany, zoology, and geology. During his exile in Dapitan, he 

conducted numerous scientific studies, including the classification 

of local flora and fauna. He also invented various devices, such as a 

solar lamp and an eyeglass case. Rizal's scientific endeavors 

demonstrate his intellectual curiosity and his commitment to 

knowledge and innovation.    

By exploring Rizal's artistic and scientific pursuits, we gain a 

deeper understanding of his multifaceted personality. He was not 

just a revolutionary but also a creative and inquisitive mind. His 

legacy continues to inspire Filipinos to pursue their passions and to 

contribute to the betterment of society (Agoncillo, 1956; and Ileto, 

1997). 

In their accounts, Agoncillo (1956); and Ileto (1997) resemble 

Rizal’s paintings, sculptures, and other artistic endeavors. Beyond 

his literary genius and political activism, José Rizal was a talented 

artist, expressing himself through painting, sculpture, and other 

creative endeavors. His artistic pursuits, though often overshadowed 

by his literary works, provide a fascinating glimpse into his 

multifaceted personality and artistic abilities.  

Furthermore, Agoncillo (1956) labeled Rizal with a “Painter's 

Eye”. Rizal's paintings, often created during his exile in Dapitan, 
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reveal his keen eye for detail and his appreciation for beauty. His 

works range from portraits of family and friends to landscapes and 

religious scenes. One of his notable paintings is a portrait of his wife, 

Josephine Bracken, which captures her delicate features and serene 

expression.  

Rizal's sculptural works demonstrate his skill in working with 

various materials, such as wood, clay, and metal. He created a 

variety of sculptures, including busts, reliefs, and figurines. Some of 

his most famous sculptures include the bust of his father, Francisco 

Mercado, and a relief depicting the "Triumph of Science Over 

Death." (Agoncillo, 1956; Guerrero, 1990).  

In addition to painting and sculpting, Constantino (1975) 

described that Rizal also dabbled in other artistic pursuits. He 

designed furniture, created etchings, and even experimented with 

photography. His artistic talents were not merely a hobby but a way 

to express his creativity and connect with the world around 

him.    Rizal's artistic works offer a unique perspective on his life 

and personality. They reveal his sensitivity, his imagination, and his 

deep love for beauty. By studying his paintings and sculptures, we 

can gain a deeper appreciation for his artistic talent and his 

contributions to Philippine culture. 

José Rizal, often celebrated for his literary prowess and 

political activism, was also a gifted scientist and inventor. His time 

in exile in Dapitan provided him with an opportunity to delve deeper 

into scientific pursuits, making significant contributions to various 

fields (Agoncillo, 1956; Constantino, 1975; Guerrero, 1990). 

Moreover, Guerrero (1990); and Constantino (1975). Rizal's 

keen observation skills and scientific curiosity led him to explore 

the natural world around him. He meticulously studied the diverse 

flora and fauna of Dapitan, documenting his findings in detailed 

notes and sketches. He classified various plant and animal species, 
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some of which were previously unknown to science. His work in 

taxonomy and systematics laid the foundation for future scientific 

research in the Philippines. One of Rizal's most significant 

contributions to botany was his discovery and classification of 

numerous plant species. He identified and named several new 

species, including orchids, ferns, and medicinal plants. His botanical 

studies not only expanded the scientific knowledge of the 

Philippines but also highlighted the rich biodiversity of the region. 

José Rizal, the Philippines' national hero, was a man of 

extraordinary talents. Beyond his literary prowess, he was a 

dedicated scientist, a skilled artist, and a passionate advocate for 

social and political reform. His writings, particularly his novels Noli 

Me Tángere and El Filibusterismo, exposed the injustices of Spanish 

colonial rule and ignited the spark of Philippine nationalism 

(Agoncillo, 1956; Ileto, 1997; Zaide, 1954). As a scientist, Rizal 

conducted extensive research in botany and zoology, discovering 

and classifying various plant and animal species. He also invented 

practical devices like a kerosene lamp and a water system. His 

artistic talents were equally impressive, as evidenced by his 

paintings, sculptures, and sketches. 

Rizal's legacy extends far beyond his literary and scientific 

contributions. His unwavering commitment to justice, equality, and 

human rights continues to inspire generations of Filipinos. His 

writings, particularly his essays, and poems, have shaped the 

Filipino identity and continue to be relevant today (Agoncillo, 1956; 

Ileto, 1997; Zaide, 1954). 
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Learning Tasks for Chapter V: Jose Rizal’s Works and 

Writings: A Deeper Dive 

 

1. Creative Writing 

• Write a poem or short story inspired by one of Rizal's poems. 

Try to capture the emotions and themes found in the original 

work. 

• Write a dialogue between two characters from Rizal's novels 

or poems. Explore their thoughts, feelings, and perspectives on 

the issues of their time. 

2. Historical Analysis 

• Research the historical context of Rizal's time. Explore the 

political, social, and cultural conditions that shaped his life and 

work. 

• Compare and contrast Rizal's writings with other 

contemporary works. How did his ideas and perspectives 

differ from or align with those of his contemporaries? 

• Analyze the impact of Rizal's writings on Philippine history 

and society. How did his works contribute to the development 

of Philippine nationalism and the struggle for independence? 

3. Critical Thinking 

• Discuss the relevance of Rizal's poetry and prose in the 21st 

century. How are his themes and ideas still relevant to our lives 

today? 

• Evaluate the effectiveness of Rizal's use of satire and irony in 

his works. How did these literary devices contribute to the 

impact of his message? 
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• Examine the ethical implications of Rizal's actions and 

choices. How do his actions reflect the values and beliefs of 

his time? 

4. Creative Expression 

• Create a visual representation of a significant scene or theme 

from Rizal's works. This could be a painting, a sculpture, or a 

graphic design. 

• Develop a dramatic performance or a spoken word piece based 

on a specific poem or essay by Rizal. 

• Compose a song or musical piece inspired by Rizal's life and 

work. 

5. Community Engagement 

• Organize a historical tour of significant sites related to Rizal's 

life and work. 

• Conduct a workshop or seminar on Rizal's life and legacy for 

a specific community group, such as students, teachers, or 

senior citizens. 

• Initiate a community project inspired by Rizal's ideals of social 

justice and human rights. 
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